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If the Curly Coat Re-
triever is the oldest of the 
retrievers why is it not the 
most popular? Some of the 
reason may be traced to 
it’s roots. A predecessor is 
the Irish Water Spaniel an-
other old breed that does not 
maintain great numbers. The 
Labrador Retriever dwarf 
the numbers of Curlies and 
Water Spaniels combined. 
Each year there are a few 
dozen curly litters in the U.S. 
compared with more than 
few hundred Lab litters. 
There is an old adage that 
titles sell pups. And to get 
titles a breed needs to win 
field trials. 

There is an old story 
about field trial people talking 
about dog breeds. One Lab breeder 
said, “you guys don’t understand. 
Trials are not about breeding inde-
pendent mined... smart dogs. Trials 
are about creating a dog to be a 
robot to do exactly what we want. 
The fact of the matter is, Labs are 
better at going exactly where we 
want them to go. Does that 
make a great hunting dog? 
Perhaps... perhaps not... but 
it wins trials, and that’s the 
game we are talking about. 
And to be very frank, Labs 
are the best designed breed 
to win trials.” 

The Curly Coat Retriever 
are known to be intelligent 
dogs which can make them 
independent. That indepen-
dence though very useful in 
the field means you won’t 
be titling many dogs... thus 
sell few pups. Titled dogs 
are proof of performance. 
Curlies are great in the field, 
they just can’t prove it with 
field titles.

The breed standard calls for a 
dog that is around 26 inches tall, 
making it the tallest of the retriev-
ers. Labs, Flat Coats and Golden 
Retrievers have a standard of 
about 23 inches. So expect a taller 
dog, yet it’s weight is to be similar 
to the other retrievers. Like Flat 
Coats; Curlys come in two colors: 

black and liver. At one time there 
was a yellow or golden variety, but 
that color has been eliminated.

Curlies are great family and 
hunting dogs. They have a great 
field coat and are great swimmers. 
And if you go for walks allow for 
some extra time because this rare 
breed is bound to have people ask-

ing questions. Curlies are not 
easy to find, but a great place 
to start would be the Curly 
Coat Retriever Club of America, 
they advertise in the back of this 
magazine.

So if you want your next 
dog to be a great retriever, yet 
you want to get something a 
little different, take a look at the 
Curly Coat Retriever, you’ll be 
glad you did.


