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Out of five retriever 
breeds registered  
w i t h  t h e  A K C 

t h e  C u r l y  C o a t  R e t r i e v 
er is without a doubt the rarest. 
At a distance the Curly Coat Re-
triever might be mistaken for the 
Labrador Retriever the king of the 
retrievers. But the Curly Coat is a 
totally different breed. Believe it 
or not it is considered the oldest 
of the retriever breeds, several 
hundred years older than Labs. 

T h o u g h  i t ’ s 
origin is found in 
records now lost, 
it is considered to 
be evolved in the 
1600s when many 
of the early breeds 
evolved. The old-
est reference to the 
breed is possibly 
the mention in the 
publication Sports-
men’s Cabinet of 
1803. The Curly 
Coat Retriever is 
thought to have 
evolved from the 
English or Irish 
Water Spaniel and 
the retrieving Set-
ter. The link to the 
water spaniels can 
be easily seen with 
the Irish Water 
Spaniel and Curly 
Coat Retriever hav-

ing very similar coats. Another 
important ancestor of the Curly 
Coat Retriever is the St John’s 
Newfoundland dog.

In 1835, the St John’s New-
foundland Dog was brought 
to Europe in fishing boats. The 
St John’s Newfoundland Dog 
was a hardy dog used by fisher-
man to help haul in the nets and 
grab fish while fishing the Grand 
Banks of New Foundland. The St 
John’s Newfoundland Dog is also 

considered to be important is the 
establishment of the Flat Coat and 
Labrador Retriever Breeds. The St 
John’s Newfoundland Dogs were 
very important to the fisherman. 
They were valuable enough that 
several kennels were established 
just to breed dogs. Out of these 
kennels breeding their own idea 
of the best type of retriever, the 
Curly Coat Retriever was formally 
established.

In 1859, the Curly Coat Re-
triever was formally introduced 
at it’s first show in England’s 
Birmingham Dog Show. In 1864, 
at the Islington International 
Show the Curly Coat was the first 
breed broken away from the rest 
of the retrievers. The winner of 
the Islington International Show, 
thus the first winning bench dog 
was Mr. Gorse’s Jet. Jet and Jet II 
dominated the bench shows for 
years later and helped to establish 
the breed.

 In 1880, the French re-
triever, which we call the 
Poodle was crossed with the 
Curly Coats of that time to 
tighten the curl on its coat. 
In 1889, The Curly Coat Re-
triever was first exported to 
New Zealand and Australia. 
The breed is much more 
popular down under than 
it is in England or North 
America.

The first Curly Coat Re-
triever Club was formed in 
England in 1896. In 1907 the 
Curly Coat was introduced 
to the United States. The 
first Curly Coat Retriever 
to be registered with the 
AKC was in 1924. In 1933, 
the Curly Coated Retriever 
Club of America was estab-
lished.
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