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This issues featured website
This is a great example of how 
a website should be done. This 
web site prints out to be about 
5 pages for $320 a year or $80/
quarter. We offer websites 
from $270/year. Setterland Setters

We started with our first Eng-
lish Setter. When we purchased 
Laurel from Dave Sizemore out of 
Moorhead, Kentucky. Laurel came 
to live with us in 2000. She is a very 
classic with her points, full of en-
ergy, who loves to hunt for grouse. 
Laurel was wonderful companion 
for Larry. In 2003 Laurel gave us 
our first litter of puppies. Out of 
Laurel first litter we kept Brigh-
ton. Who was a beautiful Orange 
Belton. Brighton loves to ride he 
loved the grouse wood and is a 
great friend.

2004 we purchased Josie’s, 
Laurel half sister. In 2004 we also 
had a litter from Josie in which we 
kept Jenni a beautiful orange setter 
who loves the grouse wood.

This website is in memory of 
Larry who passed in 2008 and his 
dog Shadow who both love to 
grouse hunt. That I learn so much 
from both Larry and Shadow. 
Shadow passed away in January 
2010 he went to join his master 
who he, missed so much.

I took over the raising of Eng-
lish Setter in 2009 and change the 
name from Upland Kennels to 
Setter Land Setters with my first 
litter from Lacy.

I hope to raise great hunting 
dogs and dogs with great person-
ality with my great dedicate to 
the English Setter Bred. The pup-
pies are truly loved from the day 
they are born until they leave to 
go there new loving homes. The 
puppies are great part of ours lives 
they born in the house and play 
with and handled from day one. 

I take great pride in trying to raise 
happy puppies that work well in 
your home and in the woods. I only 
have one to two litters a years.

Laurel
Laurel is the first setter I owned 

she is now retired from having 
puppies but was the beginning to 
our life with the setters. Laurel is 
the grandmother to the puppies I 
have now.

Lacy with her puppies born 
February 12, 2010

Lacy at five years old

Tri color Male 3 months

Tri Color Female 3 months

This is picture of the puppies at 3 
months. These puppies are of Ryman 
bloodlines, The puppies have their 
shot give and dewormed and vet 
checks. They are registration in Field 
Dog Stud Book. The puppies are not 
kept on the wire at anytime in there 
life. They are kept outside when the 
weather is nice and they go out in the 
woods every night on walks and have 
started to being trained to walk on the 
leash they are very bird as there are 
many grouse and pheasants in the area. 
These puppies are $600 each will ship 
for $50 for trip to the cities and the cost 

of air fare and the crate is extra.

For more information call 320-493-
7974 or e-mail setterlandsetters@
arvig.net
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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome back to the April/May issue of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News. We are working feverishly to catch up on everything. I am 
finishing up the calendar of events through May 2011 for both 
gun shows, field trials and tests. We hope by this fall to bring you 
shows, banquets and the other events some of us are involved 
in.

In this issue we are testing out a new format, more shorter ar-
ticles. We have over 25 articles in this issue. We cover training, 
breed types, medical in both the dogs and the birds, food plots, 
guns, new products and a whole lot more.

We are doing a lot of research with Twitter and Facebook and 
other places on the web to bring you things you might not always 
find in the mainstream press. It seems there are a ton of writers 
out there, some say more than readers, that have some interesting 
perspectives. 

If you find something that our readers may be interested in 
please contact us. Also we’d love to see any of your latest picts.

See you in the field,

Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever News
612-868-9169
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Feedback
e-mail  publisher@bird-dog-news.com

Send in your photos and letters

Trigger in Germantown WI, Photo from Jan & Larry 
Hinchman, J&L Boykins, Hammond, WI 

Pointer, Bob’s Miller Daisy 3 -1st place 
puppy wins” and add “Watch out for her 
as a derby this year!”Phillips’ Honeys

Dr Bobby M Phillips, Jonesborough TN 

Dennis,  Great to see my favorite maga-
zine making a comeback. Love that it’s 
free now. I guess I can handle printing 
it on my own. I also love the Twitter and 
Facebook stuff. Keep up the good work. 
Bill K, Memphis TN

Thanks Billy it is going to take a few 
months before we are 100%  but we are 
working on it from about 6 different 
sides. I never thought Twitter and Face-
book would give the great results it has. 
Dennis G
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What’s New

QuickSeals 
• Ideal for home, office 

or on-the-go
• Converts nearly any 

packaged food item into 
a re-sealable storage con-
tainer

•Keeps snacks and oth-
er perishables FRESH

•Prevents costly food 
waste

Quick Seals is a plastic 
product with a zip slider 
top and adhesive strips 
that can be applied to any 
food bag or box to add a 
zip closure to seal in fresh-
ness and prevent spillage.

www.quickseals.com

BRIGHTER. LESS MAINTE-
NANCE. MORE EFFICIENT.

When electricity is not an 
option, you want the brightest, 
safest, most efficient gas lamp on 
the market. And that’s Midstate 
Lamp’s new Model 450. Our lamp 
rivals a 100-watt bulb in bright-
ness, it can run on the same low 
pressure gas line as your appli-
ances, making it a safe and energy-
efficient choice.

The Model 450 is perfect for 
remote locations, such as fishing 
cabins or ocean cottages. You can 
also depend on it during unex-
pected power outages and other 
emergencies. With its stainless 
steel construction, it is built to last 
and needs little to no maintenance. 
And, Midstate Lamp guarantees 
the quality of its product, testing 
each lamp before shipment.

Brighter. Less Maintenance. 
More Efficient. When you need 
the best in gas lighting, Midstate 
Lamp really is a brighter choice.

Each lamp comes complete 
with the following items: Mount-
ing Flange, Reflector, Globe Hold-
er, Frosted Globe, and Mantle.

$89.95  Midstate Lamp 
LLC 866-450-5267

EK Ekcessories Dog 
Leashes

BIG WOLF LEASH W/
LED LIGHT:6’ EK webbing 
leash with handy LED light 
connected to the handle. 
This combination makes 
night walks much easier. 
$18.99

EK Ekcessories, Inc.
 575 West 3200 South
 Logan, Utah 84321

 Phone: 435-753-8448
 Fax: 435-753-2411

E-mail: ek@ekusa.com
 www.ekusa.com
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Do you have a new product for our new products section?
 Send us the product and 100 words of explanation.

Tazlab collar and 
leash light

Tazlab™ has sought out 
the coolest collar and leash 
attachment ever. Weighing 
only 15 grams and with a 
constant burn time of 14+ 
hours, the collar light is a 
high-powered LED light 
that mounts directly to 
your tazlab™ 1” collar 
or to the handle of your 
small or slide tech leash. 
It has two modes, on and 
blinking. The light easily 
removes from its mount so 
that you can also use it as a 
hand-held light.

$10.00
Tazlab™, LLC
 P.O. Box 484 

 Pasadena, CA  91102-
0484  USA 

 phone: 626-737-1452 
fax: 626-737-1647
bark@tazlab.com
www.tazlab.com 

Leatherman Charge® TI One Scoop

 Charge® leads the way, set-
ting a new standard for the ulti-
mate in multi-tool performance. 
It features titanium handles, re-
designed pliers for extra strength, 
and a premium 154 CM knife 
blade for superior edge retention. 
Every blade locks for safety, and 
bit drivers let you customize your 
tool for most any adventure. With 
a genuine Leatherman Charge, 
you’ll be ready for anything that 
comes your way.

 The Charge TI has: Titanium 
Handles, Needlenose Pliers, Regu-
lar Pliers, Wire Cutters, Hard-Wire 
Cutters, 154 CM Clip-Point Knife, 
Serrated Knife, Saw, Scissors, 
Wood/Metal File, Diamond-Coat-
ed File, Large Bit Driver, Large 
Screwdriver, Small Bit Driver, 8 
Double-End Bits, Ruler (8 inch/19 
cm), Bottle/Can Opener, Wire 
Stripper, Fixed Lanyard Ring, 
Quick-Release, Lanyard Ring, 
Removable Pocket Clip, 4 inches 
(closed), 8.4 ounces

For more information go to 
www.leatherman.com or call 800- 
847-8665 Retail price $99

Use the One Scoop for those 
really messy outdoor pickups: 
dog poop, duck poop, goose poop, 
also great for twigs and sticks, 
pinecones, walnuts and acorns, 
vegetables from garden, and, even 
rotten fruit from your tree!

The One Scoop has a unique 
beveled v-shape bottom that al-
lows it to comb through thick grass 
and will glide over any surface 
to pickup any mess! Everything 
funnels right into an ordinary 
grocery bag! 

Through this special Inter-
net offer we will send you the 
One Scoop and the three piece 
handle for just $19.95! +SH www.
onescoop.com

I bought the onescoop at the 
State fair that was made out of 
2 pieces of pvc pipe & used gro-
cery plastic bags. The handles of 
the bags slid into a groove in the 
handle. It was the most awesome 
picker up-er ive ever seen, and 
with as much poop as I’ve scooped 
thats saying a LOT!
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Puppy Training

“Baby Steps: That First Week of 
Puppy Training”

by Ted Jarosh

In the movie “What About  
Bob” a few years back,  
psychiatrist Richard Dry-

phus wrote a book called “Baby 
Steps” to try and help the para-
noid and delusional Bill Murray.  
Murray’s “Bob” was, of course, 
untrainable.  However, when start-
ing a Lab puppy a few weeks ago, 
I observed with a smile that my 
training consists of taking a puppy 
through “baby steps.”

At six weeks of age my cud-
dly black lab pup - Elwood - had 
only one week of retrieving work.  
Already he had seasoned duck 
hunters smiling and shaking their 
heads.

“Jarosh has another good one 
going,” they’d say as they watched 
Elwood whip out after a dummy 
thrown thirty yards into a field 
and return it in a straight line with 
surprising verve and style.  Still the 
rawest of pups, that dog retrieved 
with unmistakable authority.

What my friends saw was a 
pup well on the way toward chal-
lenging the retrieving prowess 
my late golden retriever, Charlie, 
became famous for.  What they 
didn’t know is that I had worked 
with the pup three times a day - 
every day - to get him to the point 
where he was.  Here, day by day, is 
the methods we used and progress 
we made.

Day One - Elwood pleasantly 
surprised me by not getting sick 
during the long ride home from 

the kennel. I’ve noticed with vir-
tually every dog I own the ones 
who get sick during the first ride 
continue to do so throughout their 
lives, and those who handle that 
first ride well continue to do so.

Once home he wanted to sleep.  
Late at night he became active, 
so I began getting his attention 
with one of my son Jake’s tiny 
play footballs.  I’d throw it into a 
corner and Elwood would pounce 
on it.  As he turned with his toy, I 
was there to take it from him and 
praise him as though he’d carried 
a Canada across Lake Michigan.  
They weren’t really retrieves, more 
like a turn around and a step, but 
it was a start.

Day Two - Doing the same thing 
I backed up so that Elwood had to 
take a few steps before I intercepted 
the football.  While outside, I began 
saying “come” whenever he hap-
pened to be scampering toward 
me.  Novices who notice a trainer 
doing this seem to feel it is “cheat-
ing”.  Seasoned trainers know that 
giving a command when a puppy 
is performing the positive action 
begins the association between 
word and deed. Far too young for 
heavy training, I was simply teach-
ing the puppy to associate actions 
with words.

Day Three - Retrieves in the 
house are getting longer, though 
still only five feet or so.  I began 
changing positions when I noticed 
that Elwood would scamper after 

the football and then carry it to the 
couch, my usual tossing point, no 
matter if I was there or not.  Sessions 
remain short, five or ten minutes or 
so.  Every time I get a chance I take 
a minute to have him do two or 
three  retrieves”.  I’m sensing that 
he’s starting to understand.

The pup now is starting to 
come running when I say “come”.  
When he fails, which he does, I 
don’t punish him in any way.  He 
simply doesn’t get all the “good 
boys! “ and petting that he gets 
when he does things right.

Today I started noticing that 
Elwood jumps at loud noises, 
which concerns me.  I thought 
about that for a few days, and 
came upon a baby step to help him 
with that potential problem (gun 
shyness?) a few days later.

Day Four - Started putting the 
little pup on the couch and then 
throwing the dummy, so that he 
had to jump off the couch before 
making his retrieve, a daunting task 
for a tiny puppy.  After a few tenta-
tive starts Elwood gets the hang of 
it and makes the jump.  This baby 
step is a start toward getting him 
used to leaping from duck boats, 
which will come much later.

Day Five - Took him to Oak 
Creek, where I threw a dummy 
to the creek edge.  He made the 
retrieve.  From there I began toss-
ing it inches, then a foot or two 
into puddles he could easily wade.  
Though he let a few get into the 
lazy stream edge current and lost 
interest in them when he couldn’t 
catch them, most tosses found him 
wading in and returning with the 
dummy, a solid introduction to 
water.

I noticed today that Elwood 
sometimes stops and chews a 
stick I throw that has a wood 
duck’s breast feathers lashed to 
it.  I stopped using that particular 
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throwing dummy for the time being, intent on 
reintroducing it later.  I don’t want to encourage 
that error, and the pup is much too young to either 
try to force train or discipline.  Doing so would 
ruin it for sure.  Every training session must be 
short, fun, and positive for a number of months 
to come.

Day Six - Recalling Elwood’s fear of some 
loud noises, I wanted him to begin associating a 
shotgun with pleasurable experiences.  I began 
taking my old pump gun out of the gun rack.  
After checking it carefully for shells.  I placed it 
on the couch beside Elwood as he began his ten 
minute session with the toy football.  Once he 
became used to it, I began loudly working the 
action the moment before I’d thrown the dummy.  
He ignored the loud closing of the bolt and made 
his retrieves from the couch.

Elwood now associates the gun with some-
thing that he loves to do, retrieve, and that can 
only help as I begin introducing him to the pop of 
a cap pistol, the crack of a twenty two, and finally, 
the report of a shotgun.  As in every other aspect 
of puppy training, each individual step is tiny, but 
builds on the next, so that the young retriever gets 
the feeling that nothing is happening that hasn’t 
always happened before.

Day Seven - Elwood is ready to show off.  He 
fairly growls with determination as he makes 
long outside retrieves, grabbing the six inch long 
football and turning on a dime to race it straight 
back to me.  I’ve started giving him a tiny dog treat 
at the moment of exchange so that he doesn’t get 
in the habit of either dropping the dummy early 
or trying to wrestle me for it.  That treat will be 
weaned away from him as he matures.

Of course, Elwood is only beginning.  He’s 
got a lot to learn, and a long way to go if he’ll ever 
achieve the cult status that Charlie enjoyed with 
virtually everyone who hunted with him, from 
Jerry Fosbender, for whom Charlie made a blind 
retrieve on a tiny snipe he’d dumped into a nearly 
impenetrable marsh across a pond, to Jim Meyer, 
who sent the dog a cigar when his boy was born.

But through baby steps, I’ve got Elwood on the 
right path.  He’s learning to learn.  Little worries 
are being corrected by subtle actions now, so that 
such flaws as gun shyness, half retrieves or bird 
mashing don’t appear “suddenly” a year from now.  
I’m getting to know the little guy, and he’s getting 

to know that he’s safe with his big buddy.
He just might be a good one some day.
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Buy The Book

Retrieving, No Force 
Please

By Ben O Williams

Every dog is a natural retriever with innate abil 
ity handed down through countless genera 
tions, but that does not always relate to a pup 

retrieving birds to hand. Some dogs are reluctant to retrieve 
or will bring a bird halfway back and drop it. Some choke 
on the feathers and refuse to retrieve at all.

Before frustration gets the better of you and drastic 
measures are taken out on the dog, analyze why the pup is 
doing what he is doing. It could be an issue of dominance or 
aggression, but most times it is just inexperience. Force train-
ing in this situation may be more detrimental than helpful. 
Many dogs just need time to sort it out on their own.

When hunting pointing dogs on wild birds, on a scale 
of one to ten (ten being the most important), pointing, 
holding a point, backing other dogs, relocating and backing 
again, and finding downed birds all would get tens in my 
book. Retrieving a wild bird to hand is not that important. 
It would only be a four.

That may come as a surprise to some hunters. In fact, I 
believe locating a downed bird is the most important part 
of retrieving. I teach every dog to hunt dead. When a bird 
goes down I prefer a dog to be on it as soon as possible, and 
this means that they are not steady to wing and shot.

Teaching a pup to hunt dead is a simple task. Go to 
where the bird dropped - never assume it is dead - and 
walk around looking down while repeating “hunt dead, 
hunt dead” over and over again. The pup should know 
a bird is down or that you are looking for something. He 
will quickly understand your enthusiasm and start look-
ing by using his nose. Later, many of my dogs will hunt 
dead even if no bird is shot. They know, by my words and 
actions that I’m looking for something, and they want to 
be part of it.

Once the interest in finding birds is achieved, dogs con-
nect picking up a bird and retrieving it with your enthusi-
asm, and they are more inclined to bring it to you. When a 

dog is looking for a dead bird, you are looking 
also. If you are close by, go down on one knee. 
Just as soon as the bird is found and encourage 
him to bring it to you. By being close at hand, 
you assert yourself as the dominant force, and 
he will fetch the bird to you with little time to 
think about what is going on.

When a new pup finds his first bird, let him 
smell it and pick it up. It’s okay if he drops it. 
This is new to him, so let him be alone for a 
short while and do his own thing. No two dogs 
react the same. One pup may pick up the dead 
bird and run away from you. That’s a good 
sign - at least he picked it up. He is probably 
too excited to think about retrieving. Some pups 
will bring a bird only part of the way, and that 
is okay too. Others will stand over the bird. Just 
let them work it out. This is an important les-
son a pup has to learn on his own. Most pups, 
as they mature and gain more experience, will 
come around to retrieving without any force 
training.

Thanks to Willow Creek Press we 
offer you an excerpt from Bird 
Dog by Ben O Williams Copy-

rights Willow Creek Press

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book  to decide if you want to do buy the book!
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Let’s take a pup that only 
retrieved halfway as an example. 
First, I’ll happily meet any dog 
halfway because retrieving is not 
a pointing dog’s main job. Finding 
birds and pointing them is. His 
next most important job is finding 
downed birds; retrieving comes in 
last. I have also found that if I pay 
less attention to a young dog’s in-
ability to retrieve to hand, he will 
usually begin on his own.

Yelling, getting upset, or run-
ning after a young dog is the worst 
thing you can do. Play it cool, and 
you’ll be surprised at how a dog 
will finally start to retrieve. It’s all 
in the genes.

If a pup or a dog brings you 
the bird and will not let go, under-
stand that he has brought it to you 
because of your dominance, de-
spite the fact that he wants to keep 
it, too. So what happens? Lockjaw 
sets in. Pull down on the loose skin 
under his hip where it connects to 
the belly and he’ll let go.

Force training to retrieve is not 
in my program. If it’s not going 
to be natural, I’ll live without it. 
I don’t believe force training is in 
the best interest of pointing dogs 
because many times you can break 
their spirit, and then the pup or 
dog will not want to hunt dead.

Taking A Dog To The 
Field

Folks have often asked me at 
what age a pup should start field 
training. My advice is always the 
sooner the better as long as he 
comes when called, although this 
does not mean that an older dog 
that hasn’t had field work is at a 
disadvantage. If a dog is started 
later, say at 12 months of age, 
and has good instinctive hunting 
genes, he will be able to learn more 

quickly than a youngster. So it is 
easily possible that a year-old dog 
could surpass a pup that has had 
more field experience. If a dog is 
birdy and has desire, he can catch 
up in short order. I’ve received 
several year-old dogs that had no 
field training or experience what-
soever, and they became outstand-
ing gun dogs.

Age has little to do with a dog’s 
intelligence, although intelligence 
has a lot to do with good perfor-
mance in the field. Instinctive hunt-
ing genes are important, but time in 
the field is the element that brings 
out the best in a smart bird dog no 
matter when they are started.

Learning To Give A 
Command

Learning how to give a com-
mand is as important as a pup 
learning to respond to it. As men-
tioned earlier, the first command a 
dog should learn is its name. After 
that, other basic commands should 
be taught, and no two dog trainers 
seem to use the same words. My 
theory is to keep the commands 
simple and few. I use commands 
only for keeping a dog under 
control and for helping me hunt. I 
will get into the specific command 
words I use later, but I believe 
everyone should find words they 
are comfortable with because each 
person communicates differently. 
Basic commands should be simple, 
one-syllable words, although 
when the pup gets older I use two 
words or combine word with the 
sound of a whistle.

This brings us to actually giv-
ing a command. First, you have to 
get the dog’s attention by speak-
ing its name. Say it with a voice of 
authority. The tone or inflection is 
as important as the command word. 
Use a pleasant facial expression 

when calling the dog. Don’t call a 
pup to come like you are asking it 
to pass the butter at the breakfast 
table. It’s not a request to come; it 
is a command. Smile when you are 
pleased and scowl at the pup if it 
disobeys your command, as dogs 
pick up on these cues.

Just as when teaching kids in 
school, you cannot talk in a soft 
monotone. Dogs react better to 
a low, deep voice, but keep the 
sound normal. Don’t use a high-
pitched scream. When calling 
a pup, face in his direction and 
make eye contact at all times until 
he comes to you. Even make eye 
contact if he is at a distance. Body 
language also encourages the pup 
to respond to come. Use a low, 
welcoming position, smile, and 
talk in an excited tone of voice. If 
the dog is close to you, the com-
mand can be soft, but it still needs 
to be firm.

If I get no response, I raise my 
voice. Stand tall and look big; you 
are the alpha dog. If I have to call 
him a third or fourth time, I go 
toward the pup and call to get his 
attention. Getting the pup’s atten-
tion and making him come to you 
is the most important lesson he 
will ever learn.

Later on, there is nothing 
wrong with disciplining a pup for 
wrong behavior. Put your hand 
out, lower your voice, and say, 
“No!” sharply. Most pups respond 
better to a lower tone. To them, 
a guttural sound is more like a 
growl, and it means “pay attention 
right now.” After a pup learns to 
come - I mean absolutely always, 
all the time - you know you are in 
control and all future commands 
will come easy.

 Bird Dog by Ben O Williams Copy-
rights Willow Creek Press 2006  
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Publisher Pulpit
Words and venting from your publisher Dennis Guldan

How much are you charging 
for a kids banquet ticket?

By Dennis Guldan

Last night I took Ellen  
and our eight-year-old  
son Ron to the Twin Cit-

ies Ruffed Grouse Society Banquet. 
We try to take Ron to as many of 
these events as our pocketbook 
allows. The last ticket of the night 
was for a Mossberg shotgun. Ron 
sat patiently, then we heard the 
announcer call out “the winner is 
Ron Guldan!” We sat at the back 
of the ballroom yet I believe he 
loped over the dozen or so tables 
to make it to the stage. In short he 
brought down the house. Then the 
announcer told Ron we needed to 
check to see if Ron was tall enough 
to own a gun. So, straight as an 
arrow, Ron stood with a gun not 
much smaller, Ron and the rest of 
the crowd will remember the event 
for years.

That is the way banquets are 
suppose end. That is what we 
should be promoting. Our kids 

are the only guarantee we have of 
the future of our sport, our dogs, 
and yes our country. But Ron was 
the only kid in the place. The next 
oldest kid was about 15 years old. 
Where were the kids?

The banquet tickets that night 
were $50 a piece for guests. So that 
is what we had to pay for Ron. 
Steep for kids? Too steep!  For $20 
we could have left Ron home with 
a sitter. Never being the quiet one 
I twisted the ear of a few of the 
TC RGS board members. I said 
we need to have more kids at the 
banquets, they are the only ones 
that can guarantee our future. The 
board members were in agree-
ment, yet the meal tickets cost the 
RGS $30 of piece.

So What Do We Do?
First, I believe we need to get 

the cost of our kids banquet tickets 

down to no more than $20 a piece. 
Further if you have two or three 
kids, additional tickets need to be 
around $10. How do we get there? 
There are several options.

First, we could have two ban-
quets, one for the kids and one for 
the adults. For the adults banquet 
we can have the full meal, for kids 
just hors doeuvres. Then we can 
charge $10 a ticket and still make 
a buck. Besides, kids prefer to 
munch. Our area TIP organization 
does exactly that and gets a tre-
mendous turnout. We are missing 
out on an entire group of families 
that many times can not afford our 
banquets.

Another, and perhaps pre-
ferred way is to raise the adult 
tickets to subsidize the kids tickets. 
Or even add a kid sponsorship for 
an additional $10 a piece. Kids 
bring great energy to the event. 
Further dad will buy enough 
tickets to guarantee his kid wins 
something. And if you lose that 
last gun to a kid you don’t feel 
quite so bad cause you know it’ll 
be in good hands for the next 50 
years. And some kid will sleep 
little and dream a lot about their 
new found prize.

We need to take a serious look 
at how we are treating parents 
and our next generation. The 
New Brighton Sportsman’s Club 
have several events throughout 
the year. One of those events is 
a wild game dinner during the 
day in March. We went to the 
event once, donated some items 
and Ellen even cooked a dozen 
pheasants for the event. But, kids 
are not allowed. So we are no 
longer attending or donating to 
the event. Why? There are several 
reasons. First, I believe in passing 
down our culture. Second, we can 
debate having kids at an evening 
event but not at a noon dinner. 
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Third, you are asking parents to 
not only pay for the event but 
also a sitter while the event is on, 
money that could be donated to 
the cause. And this is from many-
times young struggling families.

So do we have the people and 
resources to organize two ban-
quets? Maybe! I would approach 
the parents with the option to run 
the event, it will get done. Or ask 
parents to organize the kids por-
tion of our joint banquet.

How about 
contributions?

One of the TC RGS board 
members mentioned they didn’t 
have much kids stuff. Yet, Ron 
was very happy with a gun case 
and shell box. But he had a valid 
point.

Organizations don’t get asked 
enough. We get asked to contrib-
ute to about ten banquets a year, 
and we try to honor every one of 
them. How do you ask? Simply go 
to your computer or writing pad 
and put the name of your organi-
zation at the top of the page and 
tell us about your event. Who and 
how many people will be there, 
the area your organization covers 
and what your organization does, 
about four sentences. Then the two 
most important things, the date 
of the event, preferably 90 days 
notice, so in our case we can print 
extra magazines. And lastly who 
to contact and mail the stuff to. 
Then fax or mail the page to us. For 
the TC RGS Banquet we sent 200 
magazines, and we were not even 
approached to contribute.

Who Will Speak For 
Us?

Guns are not allowed in 
schools. We can debate this an-
other time, but it is the fact. And 
with the gun ban many times 
comes a one-sided argument that 
guns and hunting are bad. Kids are 
getting indoctrinated at a young 
age and many times we don’t have 
a spokesman in the debate.

The other day Ron asked me 
about whom I was supporting in 
this falls presidential race. I told 
him Bush. He asked why not Gore. 
I explained I believe VP Gore was 
in a group that I believe wanted to 
take our gun and hunting rights 
away. Ron started on a disserta-
tion that would have rivaled any 
debate society about the rights to 
hunt and bear arms. If the issue 
ever comes up in the classroom 
I don’t question he will be our 
spokesman and show both sides 
of the issue. We need that repre-
sentative voice. We need Ron and 
other kids involved in our sport 
and at our banquets to guarantee 
our hunting and gun ownership 
rights in the future.

So find a way to get more 
kids at your banquets, it’s about 
far more than our kids, it is about 
our future.

Reprint this if you want in 
your club newsletter, just give us 
the credit as the source.

Dennis Guldan Hails from 
New Brighton, MN
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Water Dogs

Even in that place and time, 
Clinker was a bargain.  I  bought 
her as a squirmy black puppy for 
$10 at a farmer’s fair in 1949.  She 
was my first Labrador retriever 
and probably my best.  At least 
she became the best duck dog I’ve 
owned.  Nor was there any up-
land game bird in Wisconsin that 
she hadn’t flushed and retrieved 
numerous times in the 13 seasons 
she hunted and shared home, au-
tomobile and office with me.

Memories of her are many.  
Oddly, one this is most indelible 
was a failed retrieve.  She swam 
out of sight in the tugging currents 
of the Mississippi river in pursuit 
of a crippled diver duck.  We’d 
been dropped off on a marshy spit 
of land out in the big river so I had 
no boat to go after her.  She was 
gone better than an hour.  I knew 
I’d lost her.  But with tears freezing 
on my cheeks I kept blowing the 
whistle.  There was nothing else I 
could do.

She appeared first as a barely 
discernible speck, but she battled 
the flow of the mighty Miss’ and 
finally climbed out on our spit.  
She didn’t have the duck.  But I got 
wet hugging her.  And, although 
worn down, before the boat came 
to pick us up she fetched three 
more ducks happily and with 
dispatch.

Right after World War II, at-
tending college with the aid of 
the GI bill, living in an on-campus 
Quonset but with a pregnant wife, 

the $10 investment represented 
more than $1000 today.  But, even 
taking into consideration any 
nostalgia fed by ancient memories 
and any inherited predilection for 
Hibernian hyperbole, if there ever 
was a million-dollar duck dog 
Clinker was it.

Partly it was because of the 
place and the time.  As I remember 
those seasons right after the war, 
the daily bag limits ranged from 
12 down to 8 ducks, very liberal 
in light of today’s restrictions.  The 
celery beds were still in Lake 
Poygan to keep the canvasback 
and redhead there until freeze-up, 
after their almost clock-like arrival 
within a few days of October 21.

Although well-to-do sports-
men hired youths to sleep out 
in boats the night before a hunt 
to hold choice spots in the “Big 
Cane” and on the “Hindenburg 
Line” out in the lake it was still 
possible to get good waterfowl-
ing from a shoreline blind.  An-
other ex-GI, Ray Andersen, and 
I arranged our classes so most 
mornings each week there were 
no professorial lectures on tap be-
fore 10 a.m.  We haunted Clark’s 
Bay our absorption of knowledge 
became even more sporadic once 
we succumbed to the temptation 
of trying for pheasant on the Boom 
Bay public hunting ground follow-
ing the early morning duck flights, 
when we should have been back 
in a Lawrence College classroom 
in Appleton.

Clinker ’s waterfowling de-
cade was the 1950s.  Because she 
was field trailed (in those days 
most field trialers were duck hunt-
ers extending their enjoyment of 
good retriever work engaging in 
a competitive game which has 
now become an end in itself) she 
got more formal training than 
any retriever I’ve had in the last 
35 years.

She also had a peer mentor in 
Tar, and English Cocker spaniel I 
bought and trained while still in 
high school and who was a sur-
prisingly good duck fetcher.  But 
she was a great natural hunter 
and would have been a fine gun 
dog with less attention than she 
received. 

At five months of age she 
caught a crippled rooster pheas-
ant.  In her sixth month she was 
beating the smaller and slower 
Cocker to downed ducks.  When 
I signed on as an outdoor writer 
with the old Milwaukee Sentinel 
she and another Labrador kennel 
mate, Onyx (who was give to me 
by the lake Chuck Morgan, one of 
the nation’s pioneer and premier 
retriever trainers) used to accom-
pany me on the one day a week 
I had to report in to the big city 
office.  They rode up on the eleva-
tor and stayed quietly in my office 
while I got out the copy to fill the 
Sunday outdoors page.

The other days she hunted.  I 
took every advantage I could of 
the “job” I had.  One season I kept 
track of the days spent afield.  If 
memories serves, there was about 
45 days when the waterfowl and 
upland seasons ran concurrently.  
She was in the field with me for 
all or part of all but two days in 
that period.

We got in on the tail-end of the 
top can and redhead shooting in 

My Best Duck Dog
By Dave Duffey
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Poygan as guests of Bill 
Johnson, then a Rem-
ington-Peters field rep 
and exhibition shooter, 
who hired famed Poygan 
guides, Frank Niemuth 
and his son-in-law, Ed-
die Agnoski, to ensure 
good shooting for com-
pany reps and customers 
during the peak periods 
“when the cans were in”.  
In recent years, canvas-
back have been totally 
protected because of the 
drastic decline in num-
bers.

I kept a duck boat at 
Bob Monstead’s point 
on the the north shore 
of Poygan and one year 
half a dozen of us, in-
cluding Lew Mews, the 
famed shotgun and rifle 
stockmaker and Jerry 
Kavaney, who did some 
gunsmithing to supplement and 
Appleton policeman’s pay, worked 
out an agreement with march-
owners near where the Rat river 
comes in, to build blinds on their 
property in exchange for alternate 
day shooting.

But, with Clinker alternately 
swimming and lunging, I spent 
more time wading and push-
paddling among the reeds and 
off-shore cane than I did decoying 
divers.  I did very little shooting.  
Clinker collected so many crippled 
ducks that Monstead often re-
ferred to me as “the scavenger” 
when we’d come in with several 
limits in a day but only a shot or 
two fired.  Extra birds were appre-
ciated by other guest hunters who 
were a few birds shy and wanted 
to take home a full limit.

One evening in the soft dusk, 
two hunters in a shallow-water 

blind signaled me to wade out 
their way.  I had been detouring 
to avoid spooking any flying birds 
that might work over them.  But 
things were slow.  They turned 
out to be two sportsmen I know 
only casually.

Despite a strong wind white-
capping the open water, nothing 
was flying and they just wanted 
to talk.  “Doesn’t that dog ever get 
tired of swimming?” asked one 
as I climbed up on their platform 
and Clinker investigated a reed 
to the left front.  “Guess not,” I 
answered.  “She just won’t quit 
looking for ducks.”

Among other things, it was 
Clinker who instilled in me a 
great admiration for keen and 
canny retrievers who will spin 
around, treading water when a 
cripple dives on them and, if the 
crip doesn’t quickly appear, act 
as though they were feeling for 

it with their feet, then 
submerge like a seal 
after a fish to come up 
with the duck or drive 
it to the surface.

This evening, how-
ever, she tested the 
strong wind whipping 
in from the outer edge 
of the reeds and began 
to swim directly into 
the waves, bobbing on 
the rise like a self-pro-
pelled cork and sliding 
down into the trough.

“Hey!  Where ’ s 
your dog going?” the 
other hunter asked.  I 
feigned nonchalance.  
“Don’t worry about 
old Clink.  She usu-
ally knows what she’s 
doing.”  But I kept an 
eye on her as we talked 
the things duck hunter 

talk about.

She disappeared behind the 
outer edge of the cane where 
the lake was open, 200 yards or 
more from the blind.  When she 
reappeared I fingered the whistle 
hanging from my neck.  But she 
possessed an uncanny sense of 
direction and, from the way she 
was heading directly back to us, I 
suspected  she was returning with 
a load.

The other hunters weren’t as 
engrossed or as familiar with the 
black dog as I was.  So they didn’t 
see her until she came through 
some more reeds and reappeared 
in another patch of open water.

“Has she got a duck?”  one 
hunter asked, incredulously.  “She 
sure as hell has,” the other re-
joined.  “That’s what she went 
way out there for,” I said.  It was 
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a bull canvasback, still very much 
alive.

But the persistence and de-
termination of a really good duck 
dog can be embarrassing, as wit-
ness the opening day of one of 
the seasons when woodducks 
were a protected species.  We’d 
all found well-spaced hides out 
in the Peshtigo marsh, a blue bird 
day with a noon opening hour 
and only the sky-busters pepper-
ing away at mere specks in the 
clear sky.

After the first hour of inactiv-
ity I released Clinker from control 
and let her patch around in the vi-
cinity.  She was always too restless 
to be a pleasure to have in blind 
and into old age she was used to 
wile away the slow time in favor-
ite spot along the Wolf river by 
catching field mice that infiltrated 

the dry grass and 
willow brush that 
made up the blind 
sides.  She hunted 
everything.  Even 
dug and grabbed 
angleworms when 
turned up for fish 
bait.

I glanced up to 
see a small bundle 
of ducks bearing 
my way.  They 
were high.  Too 
high.  But identifi-
able and just pos-
sible.  On anoth-
er day, probably 
I would have let 
them pass.

But I swung on 
the lead mallard.  
It was beautiful 
shot.  Except that 
the wrong duck, 
one of those trail-
ing the one I has 
so grossly underled, folded and 
its momentum carried it 30 yards 
behind me.  Clinker was not only 
a dog born knowing, she’d had 
plenty of experience.  She too 
had probably been watching that 
flock.  In any event, at the shot, she 
marked the falling bird and went 
to the area of the fall.  I turned 
my attention skyward once more, 
knowing she’d come up with the 
duck.

She did, coming in behind 
me, and I turned to take delivery.  
It was a real shock.  She proudly 
handed over a hen woodduck!  
Not only was my error in lead a 
blow to my pride, but inadver-
tently connecting with an illegal 
duck both pocketbook and reputa-
tion were in jeopardy.

Ordering Clinker to sit and 
stay, I sneaked off into the marsh 

and slung the duck under some 
bushes.  Getting back with the dog 
I released her and continued to 
scan the sky, paying little attention 
to Clinker.

You guessed it.  She came in, 
nudged my leg and, all shiny-
eyed, held up the mistake duck for 
me to take.  Following another re-
peat of this boomerang act, I went 
out, dug a hole with my boot heel 
and buried it in the muck.  And, 
ignoring her fidgeting, I forced 
Clinker to say next to me until we 
left the marsh in fear of her going 
out, digging it up and disgracing 
me in front of my friends or a game 
warden by presenting me with the 
testimonial to my sloppy lead.

It was fitting and proper that 
Clinker should teach my son 
something of duck hunting.  It 
is also a truism that the quickest 
way to destroy a kid’s faith in his 
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old man’s infallibility is to 
take him along hunting at 
an early age.

Mike’s disillusionment 
came at age four when he, 
Clinker and I shared a duck 
skiff pulled into some reeds 
off Norwegian Bay, an-
other clear sunny day.  But 
enough duck flew for me 
to miss five or six shoots. 
They weren’t set-ups.  But 
at least a couple of birds 
should have splatted in the 
water  I schooled Mike in 
watching the Labrador for 
a tip-off when ducks were 
approaching rather than 
getting eyestrain hopefully 
scanning the usually empty 
skys.  Her cocked ears and 
intense stare pre-saged a 
duck appearance.

But in the course of the 
afternoon, as was her wont, 
Clinker abandoned ship 
several time after swivel-
ing her head and testing the air 
currents.  From past experience 
when she slid over the gunwale 
into the water I knew what she 
had in mind.  From the splashing 
sounds I could tell when she was 
closing on a crippled  bird.  In the 
open water crippled diver ducks 
are vitally impossible for even 
the best of dogs to recover.  But 
puddle ducks in marshy cover are 
meat on the table for a determined 
retriever.

So when Mike asked the first 
time, “What’s Clinker doing, 
dad?” I said, “Just wait and see.”  
I heard her start back and as 
she got close she broke into an 
open patch, easily carrying a teal.  
Jumping into the skiff from the 
shallow water she delivered and 
then shook some of the wet on us.  
Two repeat performances before 
we cranked up and headed in at 

dusk netted a widgeon hen and a 
mallard drake.

On the way in, I hoped it was 
the noise of the outboard motor 
and a tiredness from cramped 
hours in a wet skiff that accounted 
for Mike’s silence.  But I was also 
a bit apprehensive about Mike’s 
enjoyment of his introduction 
to duck hunting.  So when we 
bumped up against the dock, I 
asked, “Well, what do you think 
about duck hunting?  Did you 
have a good time?”

Mike grinned tentatively, nod-
ded and then with the seriousness 
that only a 4-year-old can muster 
about something he’d thought out 
but didn’t know how well it would 
be received if he said it, Mike said, 
“But you know, dad, I think maybe 
Clinker is a better hunter than you 
are.”

I couldn’t have agreed more, 
then or now.  I’ve hunted with 
good, even great duck dogs owned 
by other men.  I’ve had other 
grand ones of myth own.  But Clin-
ker was my first Labrador and it 
may be that the longest memories 
are the sweetest and that gives 
her an edge.  But she was mine for 
13 years when the waterfowling 
was good and I indulged myself.  
Hunting conditions and the aging 
process being what they are there 
is no way the any present or future 
retrievers I may own, regardless of 
their potential, will get the chance 
to dislodge Clinker from the top 
slot as the best duck dog,  and then 
some, in my personal pantheon of 
fine gun dogs.
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Out of five retriever 
breeds registered  
w i t h  t h e  A K C 

t h e  C u r l y  C o a t  R e t r i e v 
er is without a doubt the rarest. 
At a distance the Curly Coat Re-
triever might be mistaken for the 
Labrador Retriever the king of the 
retrievers. But the Curly Coat is a 
totally different breed. Believe it 
or not it is considered the oldest 
of the retriever breeds, several 
hundred years older than Labs. 

T h o u g h  i t ’ s 
origin is found in 
records now lost, 
it is considered to 
be evolved in the 
1600s when many 
of the early breeds 
evolved. The old-
est reference to the 
breed is possibly 
the mention in the 
publication Sports-
men’s Cabinet of 
1803. The Curly 
Coat Retriever is 
thought to have 
evolved from the 
English or Irish 
Water Spaniel and 
the retrieving Set-
ter. The link to the 
water spaniels can 
be easily seen with 
the Irish Water 
Spaniel and Curly 
Coat Retriever hav-

ing very similar coats. Another 
important ancestor of the Curly 
Coat Retriever is the St John’s 
Newfoundland dog.

In 1835, the St John’s New-
foundland Dog was brought 
to Europe in fishing boats. The 
St John’s Newfoundland Dog 
was a hardy dog used by fisher-
man to help haul in the nets and 
grab fish while fishing the Grand 
Banks of New Foundland. The St 
John’s Newfoundland Dog is also 

considered to be important is the 
establishment of the Flat Coat and 
Labrador Retriever Breeds. The St 
John’s Newfoundland Dogs were 
very important to the fisherman. 
They were valuable enough that 
several kennels were established 
just to breed dogs. Out of these 
kennels breeding their own idea 
of the best type of retriever, the 
Curly Coat Retriever was formally 
established.

In 1859, the Curly Coat Re-
triever was formally introduced 
at it’s first show in England’s 
Birmingham Dog Show. In 1864, 
at the Islington International 
Show the Curly Coat was the first 
breed broken away from the rest 
of the retrievers. The winner of 
the Islington International Show, 
thus the first winning bench dog 
was Mr. Gorse’s Jet. Jet and Jet II 
dominated the bench shows for 
years later and helped to establish 
the breed.

 In 1880, the French re-
triever, which we call the 
Poodle was crossed with the 
Curly Coats of that time to 
tighten the curl on its coat. 
In 1889, The Curly Coat Re-
triever was first exported to 
New Zealand and Australia. 
The breed is much more 
popular down under than 
it is in England or North 
America.

The first Curly Coat Re-
triever Club was formed in 
England in 1896. In 1907 the 
Curly Coat was introduced 
to the United States. The 
first Curly Coat Retriever 
to be registered with the 
AKC was in 1924. In 1933, 
the Curly Coated Retriever 
Club of America was estab-
lished.

The Curly Coat Retriever
The Forgotten Retriever

By Joe Kraemer
Photos by Jim & Paula Crosby, Jacksonville, FL

Breed Profile



19
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

If the Curly Coat Re-
triever is the oldest of the 
retrievers why is it not the 
most popular? Some of the 
reason may be traced to 
it’s roots. A predecessor is 
the Irish Water Spaniel an-
other old breed that does not 
maintain great numbers. The 
Labrador Retriever dwarf 
the numbers of Curlies and 
Water Spaniels combined. 
Each year there are a few 
dozen curly litters in the U.S. 
compared with more than 
few hundred Lab litters. 
There is an old adage that 
titles sell pups. And to get 
titles a breed needs to win 
field trials. 

There is an old story 
about field trial people talking 
about dog breeds. One Lab breeder 
said, “you guys don’t understand. 
Trials are not about breeding inde-
pendent mined... smart dogs. Trials 
are about creating a dog to be a 
robot to do exactly what we want. 
The fact of the matter is, Labs are 
better at going exactly where we 
want them to go. Does that 
make a great hunting dog? 
Perhaps... perhaps not... but 
it wins trials, and that’s the 
game we are talking about. 
And to be very frank, Labs 
are the best designed breed 
to win trials.” 

The Curly Coat Retriever 
are known to be intelligent 
dogs which can make them 
independent. That indepen-
dence though very useful in 
the field means you won’t 
be titling many dogs... thus 
sell few pups. Titled dogs 
are proof of performance. 
Curlies are great in the field, 
they just can’t prove it with 
field titles.

The breed standard calls for a 
dog that is around 26 inches tall, 
making it the tallest of the retriev-
ers. Labs, Flat Coats and Golden 
Retrievers have a standard of 
about 23 inches. So expect a taller 
dog, yet it’s weight is to be similar 
to the other retrievers. Like Flat 
Coats; Curlys come in two colors: 

black and liver. At one time there 
was a yellow or golden variety, but 
that color has been eliminated.

Curlies are great family and 
hunting dogs. They have a great 
field coat and are great swimmers. 
And if you go for walks allow for 
some extra time because this rare 
breed is bound to have people ask-

ing questions. Curlies are not 
easy to find, but a great place 
to start would be the Curly 
Coat Retriever Club of America, 
they advertise in the back of this 
magazine.

So if you want your next 
dog to be a great retriever, yet 
you want to get something a 
little different, take a look at the 
Curly Coat Retriever, you’ll be 
glad you did.
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Gun Work

Have you ever heard  
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ?  
“Oh, recoil doesn’t 

bother me. In fact, I like to feel 
the gun kick a little.” Every time 
I hear someone say that, I just 
shake my head, knowing that it is 
just a matter of time before they 
start missing targets. Whether 
or not the shooter realizes it, 
the body can only take so much 
punishment before it starts to 
react. Usually this is seen as in-
voluntary flinching or closing of 
the eyes at the moment the trig-
ger is pulled. Once this happens, 
results will suffer. Recoil will 
always have a negative effect on 
shotgun shooting.

So, what are some steps you 
can take to reduce recoil? First 
and most important is gun fit. It 
is extremely important to make 
sure the gun fits the shooter. If 
the length of pull is too long the 
shooter will take more recoil in 
the shoulder and if it is too short 
they will take more recoil in the 

wrist and forearm. It is best to have 
a gun fitter check to make sure 
that the length of pull on the gun 
is correct for the shooter.

Second, increase the gun’s 
weight. A shotgun transfers the 
recoil impact from the shotshell 
to the shooter. The heavier the 
gun, the less actual recoil force 
transferred. Weight can be added 
to the gun via recoil reducers that 
are added to the barrel(s) and the 
stock. Also, there is a common mis-
conception that a 20-gauge shot-
gun will kick less than a 12-gauge, 
when many times the opposite is 
true. Most 20-gauge shotguns are 
built on smaller frames, which 
make them lighter, actually caus-
ing them to kick more. Anything 
you can do to add weight to your 
gun will reduce recoil.

Third, shoot the lightest and 
slowest shotshell load you know 
will get the job done. As a shot-
shell load’s weight and velocity 
increases, so does the total value 

of the recoil force generated by 
that load. Even a slight decrease 
in weight (ounce of shot) has a 
significant effect on reducing re-
coil, as does every 50-fps (feet per 
second) decrease in velocity.

Fourth, consider installing a 
good recoil pad to help lesson the 
impact. Obviously, the softer the 
pad installed; the more recoil that 
is absorbed. Many different brands 
are on the market today, designed 
to convert a sharp knock to the 
shoulder into more of a push. In 
addition, depending on the brand, 
the recoil pad may increase the 
square inches of surface area of the 
butt of the shotgun that is in con-
tact with the shooter’s shoulder. 
This larger surface area spreads 
the recoil force to the shoulder 
over a larger surface area, lesson-
ing the impact on any one point.

Lastly, consider shooting an 
autoloading shotgun. A gas-op-
erated autoloader can absorb a 
certain amount of the actual recoil 
force so that there is less total recoil 
transferred to the shooter. Gun 
type is a matter of preference, so 
if you prefer an over and under 
you can compensate for the extra 
recoil with a heavier gun and 
lighter shotshell loads. When you 
combine the weight of a 12-gauge 
shotgun with light 7/8-ounce 
loads, you have a sweet shooting 
gun you can shoot all day.

Ultimately, some shooters are 
simply more sensitive to recoil than 
others. This often increases with 
age. This is no time to be stoic or 
as one of my old softball coaches 
use to say to “suck it up.” Do ev-
erything you can to lessen recoil if 
you care about shooting to the best 
of your ability. Your scores, whether 
on the clays course or in the field, 
will reap the benefits!

Reduce Recoil to Improve 
Marksmanship

By Marisa Lee-Sasser, Hunter Education Coordinator
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Birds

Wildlife biologists are  
often asked to iden 
tify a species of 

wildlife based upon either a physi-
cal description or a sound. These 
identifications are often difficult 
and hinge on the accuracy of 
the description or how well the 
viewer can mimic or describe the 
sound. The sound was described 
as a high-pitched deer bleat type 
sound. I was also told that the 
bird making the sound appeared 
to be spiraling up into the air. The 
combination of the sound and the 
spiraling flight made solving this 
mystery relatively easy. The spe-
cies in question was the American 
woodcock.

Found throughout Alabama, 
the American woodcock is a 
unique bird in many ways. Al-
though a relative to the sandpiper, 
the woodcock is a forest bird. The 
American woodcock is a short, 
plump bird with a long bill and 
large eyes set high and far back 
on the head. Its eyes sit so far back 
on its head that the woodcock can 
see all around, including behind 
itself. Their head appears to sit 
on the body with no neck. The 
woodcock, or “timber doodle” as 
it is often called, has short legs that 
are positioned so far back on its 
body that it ambles about with an 
odd front-back bobbing gait. The 
plumage of both sexes is a dead-
leaf camouflage pattern of mixed 
brown, buff, gray, and black. The 

The American Woodcock
By Joel D. Glover, Wildlife Biologist

woodcock’s most recognizable 
feature is its two to three-inch-long 
prehensile bill. The long pencil-
thin beak has nerves up to the tip 
to help the woodcock locate prey 
under the soil. The beak is special-
ized so that it can be opened at the 
tip to grasp earthworms and pull 
them from the soil. Earthworms 
make up 50 to 90 percent of the 
woodcock’s diet. In addition to 
earthworms, woodcock eat insect 
larvae slugs, snails, insects and 
some seeds including smartweed, 
dogwood and blackberry.

The male woodcock’s court-
ship display is unique and inter-
esting to observe. At sunset, he 
flies to the “singing ground” and 
gives an insect-like “peent” call, 
which may be repeated up to 200 
times in a five-minute period. The 
male flies upward in spiraling 
circles about 200 feet in diameter. 
He climbs higher and higher in 
an ever-smaller circle until he is 
200 to 300 feet high. During his 
ascent, his rapid wing beats create 
a twittering sound. After reaching 
his apex the bird starts chirping 
and begins to descend. He returns 
to the ground in a zigzag, diving 
fashion. Upon landing he repeats 
the whole scenario. He may repeat 
the display over and over for half 
an hour or longer. This display 
normally takes place in an open 
field or clearcut area near moist 
soil habitat.

Fortunately, identifying the 
American woodcock is relatively 
easy. However, Alabama is home 
to a vast array of wildlife. Many 
species such as the American 
woodcock are quite unique. Step 
outside and experience Alabama’s 
wildlife for yourself. Remember 
to take a child with you and share 
the wonder.
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Our Future

For some time now, state  
wildlife agencies and  
private conservation 

groups have focused much atten-
tion on the recruiting and retention 
of hunters. Naturally, this effort 
has been focused on youngsters 
who, according to demographic 
data, still provide a window of op-
portunity for introduction and ini-
tiation into the hunting fraternity 
(or sorority if you prefer). Events 
such as the Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources’ Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries (WFF) Division’s youth 
dove hunts have been success-
ful in providing opportunity for 
many first time hunters for many 
years. Collectively, state agencies 
and their private conservation al-
lies have done an admirable job of 
exposing first time hunters to the 
societal, personal, and resource as-
sociated benefits of hunting. Indi-
vidually, many hunters, the author 
included, have not done such a 
good job of mentoring and meet-
ing the rudimentary needs of first 
time hunters. In my estimation, the 
real culprits in this failure are the 
lack of time and deer hunting.

We live in a busy world. For as 
much as we all lament the lack of 
adequate time, we somehow man-
age to find the time to participate 

in the things that are important 
to us. Where we have erred most 
egregiously is in our failure to 
truly recognize the vital impor-
tance of bringing new hunters into 
the fold. It is not enough to give an 
afternoon here and there to some 
organized hunting or shooting 
event. While we may feel good 
about the “sacrifice” we’ve made, 
the few and far between hunting 
excursion is hardly sufficient to 
ignite the kind of fire that burns 
in all who consider themselves 
hunters.

It is foolish to believe that our 
own children, those born into 
hunting families and immersed in 
hunting cultures, can sufficiently 
replace ourselves as the next 
generation of hunters. While the 
overwhelming majority of these 
children may indeed be hunt-
ers – there are thousands of other 
youths who, without deliberate 
effort on our part, will never be 
counted among those who con-
sider themselves hunters. Though 
our time is jealously guarded, we 
must resolve to find at least one 
boy or girl and give them a fair 
chance at discovering a world and 
a way of life that is sadly, and at 
great societal cost, disappearing 
before our very eyes. As a hunter, 
it is our obligation to make the 

time necessary to shepherd at 
least one youngster (not our own) 
through the long journey required 
to stir and transform the soul into 
that of one who, as Leopold stated, 
“cannot live without wild things 
and wild places.”

The making of a hunter is a 
progression of steps and experi-
ences fostered under the watchful 
eye of a mentor. In my own expe-
rience, such a mentor is credited 
with taking an inexperienced boy 
and patiently suffering through 
my lack of knowledge, clumsiness, 
and general wide-eyed oblivious-
ness. I progressed from vine shak-
er to shotgun caddy and finally, 
to squirrel hunter, in the course 
of one hunting season. This took 
place over the course of dozens of 
hunting trips, not a single cookie-
cutter “event”. From the onset, I 
was part of a band or one might 
even say a tribe. It was acceptance 
into and initiation through the 
strata of this tribe that stirred in 
me, the soul of a hunter. Within 
this framework I assumed the 
lowliest of roles as a vine shaker 
and finally earned the right to sit 
alone with my shotgun, assuming 
the role as an equal in the tribe as 
a squirrel hunter. I learned how to 
clean and cook squirrels as well 
as other game. I learned how to 
always be safe with a gun in my 
hands. I learned how to properly 
clean a gun. I learned that I was 
a hunter and I could not foresee 
a time when my desire to hunt 
would ever wane.

I would imagine that most 
hunters aged 35 and older became 
hunters in much the same way. 
While their mentor may have 
been a father or an uncle, their 
journey as a fledgling hunter likely 
traversed the same stretch of ter-
ritory. As I view the landscape be-
fore us today, the impediments to 

Mentoring Young Hunters 
- Returning to a Path Less 

Traveled
By Bill Gray, Supervising Wildlife Biologist



23
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

cultivating young hunters are far 
more numerous and challenging. 
In addition to the lack of time, an 
unfortunately disconnected and 
urbanized culture is producing 
youngsters that have neither ap-
preciation for a land ethic nor any 
real sense of what they stand to 
lose should they live out their lives 
as one that doesn’t hunt.

For many of us today, our 
hunting is focused on white-tail 
deer. The simple pleasures once af-
forded by a 40-acre woodlot have 
yielded to pursuit of the wariest 
of game animals. I have made my 
living providing advice on how 
to grow big healthy deer with big 
antlers. For that I am not ashamed. 
I am ashamed that I have let my 
zeal for this apex quarry seduce 
me to the point of neglecting my 
duty to mentor a new hunter. To 
eventually gravitate toward the 
pursuit of deer is probably natural 

in the progression of a hunter. The 
means and methods required to 
effectively hunt white-tails is any-
thing but natural to a youngster. 
There is no need to examine this 
incongruity in detail. Anyone who 
has taken an eight-year old deer 
hunting is painfully aware that 
sitting perfectly still, not talking, 
and not shooting is absolutely not 
fun to the typical boy or girl.

While there are exceptions, 
the general rule remains that we 
will never make hunters from 
the young by taking them deer 
hunting. Deer hunting should be 
part of the evolution and not the 
genesis of hunting for our youth. 
First, there must be the vine shak-
ing and the wonderful smell of 
gun oil. They must have someone 
to teach them, someone to take 
them and some place to go. They 
must be given the opportunity 
to belong to a tribe. As a mentor, 
we must be willing to forego our 

precious time in pursuit of antlers 
so that some boy or girl can know 
the pride of sitting alone with a 
shotgun, searching the canopy in 
hopes of that first squirrel.

Visit www.outdooralabama.
com to find out where youth dove 
hunts are being held in your area 
of the state.
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A Guide To Common Blood Tests
By Ann M Gronowski PH.D.

YOU JUST RECEIVED A 
PHONE CALL from your vet-
erinarian. The blood tests she ran 
on your dog, Lefty, are complete. 
She tells you that Lefty’s BUN and 
creatinine are elevat ed. In addi-
tion, Lefty’s hematocrit is low. She 
wants you to bring Lefty back for 
another examination.

Suddenly, you are scared and 
con fused. BUN, creatinine, hema-
tocrit what are these things? What 
do these tests mean? What have 
they measured?

Diagnosing illness in a dog, as 
in humans, can be difficult and of-
ten requires many laboratory tests. 
A vet erinarian’s job is complicated 
by the fact that he or she cannot 
ask: “How have you been feeling?” 
“Does your stomach ache?” Or 
“When did the pain begin?”

Some of the most common tests 
that might be requested are blood 
tests, urine tests, fecal exams, skin 
scrapings and tissue biopsies. A 
veterinarian relies heavily on blood 
tests because blood can be obtained 
quickly and easi ly, and it contains 
a wealth of information about an 
animal’s basic bodily functions. 
This article outlines some common 
canine blood tests.

BLOOD 
COMPONENTS 

AND FUNCTIONS
 Blood consists of red blood 

cells (erythrocytes), white blood 

cells (leukocytes), platelets, and 
fluid called plas ma, or serum. A 
complete blood count (CBC) mea-
sures all the cellular compo nents 
of blood and can indicate the pres-
ence of an infection or disease or 
a defi ciency of red blood cells or 
platelets.

Red blood cells (RBCS) are 
impor tant because they carry oxy-
gen from the lungs to all body 
tissues. The term ane mia is used 
to describe a decrease in red blood 
cells.

Anemia can occur for many 
reasons, including bleeding, red 
blood cell destruction, nutritional 
deficiency, intestinal parasites, 
various diseases, certain medica-
tions, and infection. Red blood 
cells can be measured directly, by 
counting them manually under a 
micro scope, or automatically, with 
a special ized machine.

An indirect measurement of 
red blood cells can be made by 
measuring the volume of red cells 
as a percent of the whole blood. 
This is called a hematocrit, or 
packed cell volume (PCV).

Hematocrit is a particularly 
useful test because it can be done 
quickly and easily in most vet-
erinary offices. A small amount of 
blood is drawn into a thin glass 
tube (called a capillary tube) and 
centrifuged. This separates all the 
components of blood according 
to their size and weight. The red 
blood cells are the heaviest and 

go to the bottom of the tube. The 
white blood cells and platelets 
layer on top of the red blood 
cells, and the plasma stays at the 
top. Because the tube is clear, the 
relative amounts of red blood cells 
and plasma can easily be seen and 
measured.

The red blood cells gener-
ally consti tute 35 to 55 percent of 
blood. A low hematocrit and a low 
RBC count both indicate the pres-
ence of anemia. A high hematocrit 
can indicate dehydration.

White blood cells (WBCS) are 
important for preventing and fight-
ing infection. There are five types of 
white blood cells: neutrophils, lym-
phocytes, monocytes, eosinophils 
and basophils. A complete includes 
a count of total white blood cell 
number as well as what is called 
a dif ferential. A differential is a 
determina tion of the percentage of 
different types of white blood cells 
and can be performed by a trained 
person who looks at the cells under 
the microscope or automatically by 
a machine.

Platelets are thin, disc-shaped 
cells that are important for blood 
clotting. Like white blood cells 
and RBCS, platelets are measured 
either by counting them man ually 
under a microscope or automati-
cally with a specialized machine.

BLOOD CHEMISTRY 
PANEL

Whether a veterinarian is faced 
with an ill patient or simply is 
monitoring an elderly patient, he 
or she wants to know how the body 
is functioning: Are the kidneys 
working? How is the liver? Is the 
pancreas functioning normally?

To evaluate these organs, a 
veteri narian may run a general 
panel of tests called a blood chem-

Health
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istry profile, which examines the 
proteins, enzymes and metabolic 
by products in the blood plas ma. 
The tests included in each profile 
vary from laboratory to laboratory 
but include many of the tests. 

Today, many veterinarians 
have machines that perform some 
of these basic tests right in the 
office. More complicated tests 
must be sent to spe cialized labo-
ratories.

The following tests are used to 
assess kidney, liver, pancreas and 
thy roid function, as well as deter-
mine the presence of heartworm 
disease.

ASSESSING 
KIDNEY FUNCTION

Kidney disease and kidney 
failure are common causes of 
death in dogs. The kidneys have 
several important functions: elimi-
nation of toxic substances, regula-
tion of body fluids fully placed 
J’s and double V’s, with all of the 
wind and water current variables 
factored in, draw zip. The only 
cardinal rule is to keep the farthest 
decoy within shotgun range, and 
to be sure to leave a suffi cient land-
ing zone for responding bards.

One pattern I use a lot is quick 
to set, works well in most condi-
tions, and minimizes the wind and 
current factor. It’s a double zero 
or donut spread. With the blind 
being dead center on a clock, and 
straight ahead being high noon 
downwind, the zeros, or donuts, 
are rigged at 10 o’clock and 2 
o’clock respectively. This rig gives 
the illusion of twin flocks or rafts 
of birds, and leaves an extra land-
ing zone or flight open ing right up 
the chute between the donuts.

A couple of dos and don’ts 
about decoys: With new ones, or 
those you’ve refinished in the off-
season, take a good look at how 
they appear when covered with a 
film of water. The slightest bit of 
shine can be costly. Overspray the 
decoys with either a coat of matte 
clear, or, if you have the proper 
equipment, with a barely percep-
tible fine mist of flat black.

Species mixing with decoys 
can cause serious problems. I 
learned that the hard way a long 
time ago when I blew a chance 
at black ducks because of a half 
dozen teal blocks tossed into the 
wrong part of the spread. Some 
ducks may rub shoulders in close 
quarters with each other, but 
most won’t. Mallards and wood-
ies in flooded timber are a classic 
example of the fine line you have 
to walk. They’ll share the swamp, 
even share the same open hole 
if it’s big enough.But they won’t 
intermingle.

One thing I started using seri-
ously a few years ago just goes 
to show that even middle-aged 
dogs can learn new tricks. I never 
considered dabbler duck feeder 
blocks to be anything but a gim-
mick. Even though, when setting 
a layout for geese, I was careful 
to keep the percentage of feeders 
to sentinels at roughly 80/20. My 
brain never transferred the idea to 
ducks. A friend’s results did.

He gradually increased the 
number of feeder decoys in his 
spread until it almost approached 
the standard for geese. When other 
rigs nearby went begging, he drew 
ducks. The obvious lack of danger 
exhibited by ducks feeding is read-
ily broadcast to those looking for 
company. A percentage of 50/50 is 
more an adequate to get the point 
across. You can either use commer-

cially bought feeders, or crudely 
carve your own out of high density 
foam. The shape and finish do not 
have to be perfect. What gets the 
real birds coming is the thought 
of easy pickings caused by the 
sight of a dozen duck butts up in 
the air.

Finally, one last serious sug-
gestion: A decade ago, getting 
cold and wet was still a common 
bond in the hunting fraternity. No 
more. With the advent of wind-
proof, water proof and supremely 
well-insulated parkas, pants and 
gloves you no longer have to trade 
off comfort in order to hunt. some 
old-timers say it’s just another 
example of today’s hunter get-
ting soft.” Maybe so, but I wish 
the stuff had been on the market 
a quarter century ago. I probably 
wouldn’t be as stiff and sore as I 
am today if it had been. Most Of 
my own gear is Columbia Sports-
wear, but all of the top brands will 
do the job. if you haven’t invested 
in quality gear yet, don’t put it off 
another season. It’s worth it.

Duck hunting “ain’t what it 
used to be,” first light and for sure. 
But the magic of dawn’s first light 
and ducks flying is still something 
far to special to let die. With basic 
techniques honed to a fine edge, 
and a handful of duck tricks up 
your sleeve for when needed, suc-
cess is still possible.
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Finding Your Dead Birds
By Tom Dokken

Wh e t h e r  y o u r  
hunting upland  
birds or water-

fowl when the bird is knocked 
down your dogs job has just 
begun.  In the dog training 
business we call this “hunting 
dead”.  Once a bird is down 
your dog is put in a situation 
where he must use his nose, 
eyes and whatever resources he 
can come up with the bird.

Once you’ve started your 
young pup on retrieving and 
he has the desire to want to 
find the objects thrown, we 
can start putting some scent on 
our dummies.  We’re going to 
put scent on the dummies and 
start hiding them in places in 
the backyard so the young pup 
can use his nose.  We will bring 

the pup into a position were 
he’s downwind and repeat the 
command ‘dead bird’.  Keep 
repeating this until your pup 
finds the scented dummy.  After 
a successful retrieve give him 
lots of praise to let him know 
this is what we are after.

The key words here are 
‘dead bird’. As we start work-
ing with this command and 
start hiding a dead pigeon in 
denser cover as we go along.  
You will find that your pup 
hears the command and will 
automatically start searching 
and using his nose to find the 
bird.  Make sure you give your 
puppy the advantage of hav-
ing the wind coming towards 
him.

Next we must teach our 
puppy to trail the bird other 
than only locating the bird.  
We can do this by taking our 
scented dummy or dead bird 
and drag it through the cover.  
Success in this step is very im-
portant, he must find it in the 
first minute or so of searching 
otherwise he will loose his en-
thusiasm, do not let your dog 
try to make a retrieve you feel 
impossible for him.  I always 
carry an additional bird with 

me so if they are having a hard 
time .finding a bird in a train-
ing situation I will put it down 
when he’s unaware, bring him 
downwind and have him find 
the bird, As we progress with 
this training we must keep chal-
lenging your dog by increasing 
the distance you drag the bird 
and the density of the cover.

In our next training situ-
ations we are going to be out 
flushing pigeons and letting 
him retrieve the birds he sees 
fall.  As your dog is hunting in 
front of you and has his atten-
tion on something else besides 
you take one of the birds throw 
it to your side and shoot your 
gun.  Call back your very excit-
ed dog and take him downwind 
and start repeating the dead 
bird command.

By doing this drill on a 
regular basis he will begin to 
understand if he hears the gun 
go off and sees nothing fall that 
he must get back to you so you 
can take him to where the bird 
is. The more you work on this 
drill, your dog will become 
more persistent in searching 
when you give him that dead 
bird command.  This drill will 
save you many a loss bird.  It 
takes time and takes training.  
Make sure you do these drills 
in a training situation before 
you go hunting you will be well 
rewarded.

Training
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We keep tabs on what is hap-
pening on the internet and update 
you with each issue. The Bird 
Dog News home page connects 
hundreds of dog organizations 
in one place and we have dozens 
of pages of information for you 
including 1000 dog club contacts, 
links to other dog pages, links to 
DNR and G&F pages, articles and 
a one month calender of events (a 
portion of the one in BDN). We 
also feature the Bird Dog Mall a 
great place to shop the net. Our 
home page is at 

http://www.Bird-Dog-News.
com

Following are excepts from 
some of the conversations we have 
seen on the net. Our email address 
is at  bdognew@primenet.com see 
you on the net...

__________________________

I took my dog to an outside 
dog show recently and boy did he 
get sick, is there some new dog flu 
going around?

I’ll bet you took samples from 
dozens of dog food companies and 
gave your pup a different sample 
each day. Nothing like eating 
Mexican for breakfast,  Indian for 
lunch and Mongolian for dinner. 
And I’ll bet you let him drink from 
any disease ridden doggy drink 
container that was laying around. 
You may want to think a little bit 
next time.

____________________________

__________________________

Is it worthwhile having my 
dog tattooed?

The jury is still out on that. 
Some people say it is needless 
pain just keep better control over 
your dog.

I have a pup that gets out al-
most weekly. Boy is he an escape 
artist. His genes must be in every-
thing that breeds in the county. I 
had him tattooed and it has helped 
him get returned.

It will keep your dog from be-
ing sold to a lab.

But most reputable labs are 
buying their dogs from breeders 
that breed for just that purpose. 
Dog napping makes good press 
but there is not as much going on 
as the news people would have 
you believe.

___________________________

Does anyone know where I can 
get some pigeons for training?

Find yourself some farmer in 
the area and ask if you can net 
some of the birds at night. They 
are easy to catch.

I’d look around several com-
panies sell frozen birds. In fact my 
wife bought me my own freezer 
just to get my frozen pigeons away 
from the frozen pizza. It did have 
an unusual taste.

___________________________

I have a buddy that paid a ton 
of money for a pointing lab. I got 
mine from the newspaper and 
paid a lot less, yet my lab points. 
Did he pay too much.

First of all, all dogs point. What 
pointing is is creeping as close to 
prey as possible to increase the 
chances of a kill for food. It is in-
herent in all dogs from prehistoric 
times as away to capture food. 
The pointing lab people declare 
pointing can be reinforced, but 
it is a poly-genetic trait. Which 
means, it uses multiple genes not 
just one like color in some breeds. 
So it takes a lot more breeding and 
work to create a quality output 
that may not be stable. Just as you 
can find gold by panning the Mis-
sissippi River, your odds are better 
next to a gold mine. Your buddy, 
as does anyone who pays more for 
a quality genetics in a dog, paid 
more to increase his odds, not to 
guarantee results.

_____________________________

I have Labrador Retriever 
without papers and she is three 
years old. I did not send in the 
papers because I never thought 
I would have pups. We’ll she got 
out and I have pups. Can I still get 
papers on the pups?

Sorry, you have gone several 
years past the deadline. Good luck 
on selling the pups, I would start 
the bidding at $50 and pray you 
sell them all. Papers are only im-
portant for two reasons: if you are 
entering in events such as shows 
and to a lesser degree trials, and 
when you are having pups. That 
is why the couple bucks are well 
worth the insurance to guarantee 
against exactly what you have. 

___________________________

That’s it from the net this issue.

Surfing the Dognet
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American Veterinary Medical 
Association

Heartworm is a pre 
ventable, but serious  
and potentially fatal, 

parasite that primarily infects 
dogs, cats and ferrets. It can also 
infect a variety of wild animals, 
including wild canids (e.g., foxes, 
wolves, coyotes), wild felids (e.g. 
tigers, lions, pumas), raccoons, 
opossums, and pinnipeds (e.g., 
sea lions and seals), as well as oth-
ers. There have been documented 
human infections, but they are 
thought to be rare and do not usu-
ally result in signs of illness.

How is heartworm 
disease transmitted 

and what does it 
cause?

Heartworms can only be trans-
mitted from animal to animal by 
mosquitoes. When a mosquito 
bites an infected animal, young 
heartworms called microfilariae 
enter into that mosquito’s sys-
tem. Within two weeks, the mi-
crofilariae develop into infective 
larvae inside the mosquito; these 
infective larvae can be transmitted 
to another animal when this mos-
quito takes its next blood meal. 
Unlike dogs, infected cats do not 
often have microfilariae circulat-
ing in their blood, and an infected 
cat is not likely to transfer the 
heartworm infection to another 
mosquito.

The infective larvae mature 
into adult heartworms in approxi-
mately six months. During the first 

three months, the larvae migrate 
through the animal’s body, even-
tually reaching the 
blood vessels of the 
lungs. During the 
last three months, 
the immature worms 
continue to develop 
and grow to adults, 
with females grow-
ing to lengths of up to 
14 inches. The worms 
damage the blood 
vessels, and reduce 
the heart’s pumping 
ability, resulting in 
severe lung and heart 
disease. When the 
animal shows signs 
of illness due to adult 
heartworm infection, 
it is called heartworm 
disease.

If adult worms (5-7 months 
post-infection) of both sexes are 
present, they will mate and pro-
duce new microfilariae. The mi-
crofilariae can cause the animal’s 
immune system to mount a reac-
tion; this immune reaction can 
actually cause damage to other 
organs. This life cycle continues 
when a mosquito bites the infected 
animal and becomes infected by 
the microfilariae. After develop-
ment of the microfilariae to infec-
tive larvae within the mosquito (10 
days to 2 weeks later) the infective 
heartworm larvae are capable of 
infecting another animal. Adult 
heartworms can survive for 5 to 7 
years in dogs and several months 
to years in cats.

Where are 
heartworms found?

Geographically, heartworms 
are a potential threat in every state 
as well as in many other coun-
tries around the world. All dogs, 
regardless of age, sex, or living 
environment, are susceptible to 
heartworm infection. Indoor, as 

well as outdoor, cats 
are also at risk for the 
disease. If you plan to 
travel with your dog 
or cat to a different 
part of the country, 
or another country, 
ask your veterinar-
ian about the risk of 
heartworm infection 
in the area where you 
are going to relocate 
or visit.

What pets 
should be 
tested for 

heartworm?
Because heart-

worms are spread by mosquitoes, 
any pet exposed to mosquitoes 
should be tested. This includes 
pets that only go outside occa-
sionally.

How can I tell if my 
pet has heartworm 

infection or disease?
If your dog has been recently 

or mildly infected with heart-
worms, it may show no signs of 
illness until the adult worms have 
developed in the lungs and signs of 
heartworm disease are observed. 
As the disease progresses, your 
dog may cough, become lethargic, 
lose its appetite or have difficulty 

Heartworm Disease



29
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2010                                    We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

breathing. You may notice that 
your dog seems to tire rapidly after 
only moderate exercise.

Numerous diagnostic tests are 
available for your veterinarian to 
detect the presence of adult heart-
worm infection (> 6 month old 
infections) in your dog. Antigen 
tests detect the presence of adult 
female heartworms, and antibody 
tests determine if your pet has 
been exposed to heartworms. The 
antigen test is most commonly 
performed, and is very accurate 
in dogs. Further tests, such as 
chest radiographs (x-rays), a blood 
profile and an echocardiogram (an 
ultrasound of the heart), may be 
necessary to confirm the diagno-
sis, to evaluate the severity of the 
disease, and to determine the best 
treatment plan for your dog.

How can my pet be 
treated?

As with most medical prob-
lems, it is much better to prevent 
heartworm infection than to treat 
it. However, if your dog does be-
come infected with heartworms 
there is an FDA-approved treat-
ment available. There is substan-
tial risk involved in treating a dog 
for heartworms. However, serious 
complications are much less likely 
in dogs that are in good health and 
when you carefully follow your 
veterinarian’s instructions.

The goal of heartworm treat-
ment is to kill the adult worms and 
microfilariae present in your dog, 
as safely as possible. However, 
when a dog is treated it is impor-
tant to consider that heartworms 
are dying inside the dogs lungs. 
While your dog is treated, it will 
require complete rest throughout 
hospitalization and for some time 
following the last treatment. Ad-
ditionally, other medications may 

be necessary to help control the 
body’s inflammatory reaction as 
the worms die and are broken 
down in the dog’s lungs.

Can heartworms be 
surgically removed?

Surgical removal of heart-
worms from dogs and cats is a 
high-risk procedure and is typi-
cally reserved for severe cases. 
However, in many cases surgical 
removal of heartworms may be 
necessary to afford the best oppor-
tunity for the pet’s survival.

Can heartworm 
disease be prevented?

Heartworm infection is almost 
100% preventable in dogs and cats. 
There are several FDA-approved 
heartworm preventives available 
in a variety of formulations. Your 
veterinarian can recommend the 
best method of prevention based 
upon your pet’s risk factors and 
lifestyle. Of course, you have to 
remember to give your pet the pre-
ventive in order for it to work!

The preventives do not kill 
adult heartworms, and will not 
eliminate heartworm infection 
or prevent signs of heartworm 
disease if adults are present in the 
pet’s body. Therefore, a blood test 
for existing heartworm infection is 
recommended before beginning a 
prevention program to assess the 
pet’s current heartworm status. 
Because it is more difficult to de-
tect heartworms in cats, additional 
testing may be necessary to make 
sure the cat is not infected.

Testing must then be repeated 
at appropriate intervals. The next 
test should be performed about 6 
months after starting the preven-
tive treatment, to confirm that 

your pet was not infected prior to 
beginning prevention (remember, 
tests only detect adult worms). 
Heartworm tests should be per-
formed annually to ensure that 
your pet doesn’t subsequently 
become infected with the disease 
and to ensure the appropriate 
amount of medication is being 
prescribed and administered. 
There have been reports of pets 
developing heartworm infection 
despite year-round treatment with 
a heartworm preventive, so hav-
ing your pet tested regularly is the 
best way to keep them protected.

For more information, contact the 
American Heartworm Society

www.heartwormsociety.org

And Now A Note On 
Your Pet’s General 

Good Health
A healthy pet is a happy com-

panion. Your pet’s daily well-
being requires regular care and 
close attention to any hint of ill 
health. The American Veterinary 
Medical Association suggests that 
you consult your veterinarian if 
your pet shows any of the follow-
ing signs:
* Lumps or swelling
* Reduced or excessive appetite or 
water intake
* Marked weight loss or gain
* Limping, stiffness, or difficulty 
getting up or down
* Difficult, discolored, excessive 
or uncontrolled waste elimination 
(urine and feces)
* Abnormal discharges from any 
body opening
* Head shaking, scratching, lick-
ing, or coat irregularities
* Changes in behavior or fatigue
* Foul breath or excessive tartar 
deposits on teeth
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Be prepared is good ad 
vice especially if there  
is an emergency.  To be 

better prepared in a pet emergency, 
a pet first aid kit is beneficial.

“The biggest advantage for hav-
ing a pet first aid kit would be so 
that you can concentrate on what 
you can do for your pet construc-
tively rather than looking all over 
the place for something that might 
‘work’ but is less than ideal,” notes 
Dr. James Barr, clinical assistant 
professor, Texas A&M University, 
College of Veterinary Medicine.

“The preparation of a pet emer-
gency kit will allow you to mentally 
prepare for a problem,” says Barr. 
“A waterproof plastic bin is the 
perfect container as it will keep 
the items in it from being ruined 
so that they will be available in an 
emergency.”

Barr explains that ideally pet 
first aid kits should be kept at home 
and in your car.  Then you can help 
your pets in case they are injured at 
home or one that might have been 
injured in the street.  He notes that 
one of the most common injuries of 
pets is being hit by a car.

“There are commercial first aid 
kits available for pets,” Barr notes, 
“and some of the essentials would 
include:  cohesive bandage/ACE 
bandage, assortment of bandages, 
burn gel, instant cold pack, emer-
gency blanket, gauze pads, roll 
gauze, medical vinyl gloves, hy-
drogen peroxide, triple antibiotic 
packets, alcohol wipes, antiseptic 

wipes, slip-style leash, lubricating 
jelly, safety pins, bandage scissors, 
one-inch adhesive tape, tongue 
depressors, tweezers/forceps, and 
hand cleaning wipes.”

He suggests that a deluxe pet 
first aid kit would also include 
sterile eye/skin wash, sterile gauze 
pads, roll conforming gauze, 10 
ml and 30 ml oral syringes, cotton 
swabs/applicators, digital ther-
mometer, tick remover, and sting 
relief wipes.

“Be sure to include the phone 
numbers for your local veterinar-
ian and emergency hospital that is 
open after hours in your area,” Barr 
says.  “Additionally, the Animal 
Poison Control Center is available 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year at 
(888) 426-4435.”

“First aid is not a substitute 
for veterinary care,” Barr stresses.  
“First aid implies there is at least 
second aid and the second aid 
should be your veterinarian.”

Depending on the emergency 
situation, a restraint may need to be 
used when working with an injured 
pet.  “One must be very careful with 
injured pets because they are unable 
to communicate with us and us with 
them, they are often afraid.  That 
fear is translated into aggression 
and pets can injure even the best 
meaning bystander because they are 
in pain,” explains Barr.

He notes that you should not 
try to restrain the pet at all, if pos-
sible, but in times of respiratory 
distress (difficulty breathing) it be-

comes critical that the pet not be 
stressed.  Holding pets sometimes 
creates more stress.  This should be 
balanced with the recognition that 
the pet be prevented from harming 
themselves further.

“A pet with spinal injuries needs 
to be restrained much the same way 
that a person should be restrained 
after what is suspected to be spinal 
trauma,” Barr states.  He notes that 
instead of being on their back, it is 
helpful to have the pet on its side, 
taped to a rigid board so that its head 
and legs cannot move around.

In cases of poisoning, Barr ex-
plains that choosing to cause the 
pet to vomit the offending poison 
should not be standard procedure 
to treating poisoning of a cat.  There 
are circumstances when this is a bad 
decision.  You should always contact 
your local veterinarian or the pet 
poison hotline for instructions.

Barr says that if you, as a pet 
caregiver, are tempted to dispense 
human medicines to your cat or 
dog you need to know that any 
product containing acetomenophin 
should never be given to a cat. It is 
poisonous to them.  Most of the over 
counter pain relievers, especially 
ibuprofen and naproxen, should not 
be used in dogs as they are very ir-
ritating to the stomach.  Please, call 
your veterinarian with any medica-
tion questions.

Pet medical emergencies can 
be trying times, but with prior 
preparation, the situation can be 
less stressful.

Pet Talk is a service of the Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M 
University.  Stories can be viewed 
on the Web at http://tamunews.
tamu.edu/.

Pet First Aid

Pet First Aid Kit and 
Emergency Care Information
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Prescribed fire, or con 
trolled burning, plays  
many roles in the man-

agement and manipulation of 
forestland. Prescribed fire is the 
controlled application of fire to 
naturally occurring vegetation un-
der exacting weather conditions, 
in a definite place, for a specific 
purpose, to achieve particular re-
sults. It plays an important role in 
improving the health and diver-
sity of certain forestland types. 
In turn, habitat is made available 
for wildlife that would otherwise 
not exist. Controlled burning is a 
valuable and irreplaceable man-
agement tool foresters and wildlife 
managers have come to utilize to 
meet desired management objec-
tives.

Fire can be detrimental or ad-
vantageous. Several aspects of fire, 
such as heat, intensity, timing, and 
frequency, can be manipulated 
to meet a desired objective. To 
maintain a healthy ecosystem, the 
biological characteristics within a 
stand are changed through ma-
nipulation. Used correctly, fire is 
a good tool to accomplish land 
management objectives.

There are several reasons for 
using prescribed fire. Fuel is 
abundant in pine stands, and 
fire is a good tool to reduce the 

fuel load within a stand to pre-
vent uncontrollable outbreaks of 
wildfires. Site-prep fires reduce 
debris loads after a harvest event 
and enable easier planting, giving 
the seedlings a head start on their 
competition. Fire in a developing 
pine stand will reduce competing 
vegetation and improve wildlife 
habitat. Fire set within developing 
stands will also open up the sand, 
allowing sunlight to reach the for-
est floor and stimulate the growth 
of new forbs and browse. This will 
benefit numerous wildlife species 
by adding diversity to the food 
supply. Other fire-adapted plant 
and animal species will begin to 
thrive as well.

Prescribed fire impacts mul-
tiple environmental factors such 
as soil, air, water, wildlife, and 
fire-dependent plant 
species. It is a great tool 
to accomplish mul-
tiple benefits. These 
fires can also have an 
impact on the public. 
Public opinion is pow-
erful, and the general 
public may not under-
stand the difference 
between wildfire and 
prescribed fire or the 
different impacts the 
two have on the envi-
ronment. The manner 
in which prescribed 

fire is handled and manipulated 
should always be professional so 
as to positively impact the envi-
ronment and to aid the public in 
understanding its benefits.

There are several management 
techniques and tools that are used 
to manipulate a forest to meet 
specific objectives. When it comes 
to forest health and maintaining 
fire-dependent ecosystems, there 
is no better tool than prescribed 
fire. The use of prescribed fire is 
a great tool for silvicultural, eco-
logical, and wildlife management 
purposes.

Here in Alabama, foresters 
and wildlife managers encour-
age the use of prescribed fires as 
a management tool to promote 
a healthy forest and to improve 
wildlife habitats. The Alabama 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources strives to pro-
vide healthy and diverse forest 
types for wildlife to thrive and the 
public to enjoy. 

Prescribed Fire - It’s Role In 
Forest Health 

By Chad P. Masley, Wildlife Biologist
 

Conservation
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A hunting companion  
can be the most im 
portant single element 

of a successful hunting trip. This 
person can increase either the plea-
sure or misery of a hunt. Hunting 
is for fun and fun is impossible 
with a selfish or dangerous com-
panion. We must choose hunting 
companions with great care and 
evaluate ourselves by the same 
measures.

The best hunting companions 
have the same characteristics as a 
“best friend” would have. Look for 
someone who cares about hunting 
and wildlife as much as you do 
and wants to learn from you and 
help you learn at the same time. 
This person will be genuinely 
happy for you when you are suc-
cessful, and knows that you will 
do the same for them.

If your hunting companion 
is a casual friend who sometimes 
irritates you at home, you can bet 
this irritation will be enhanced 
out in the field when the going 
gets rough. A hunting companion 
should be a close friend whose nat-
ural virtues you know and whom 
you know to be durable under 
stress. There may be times when 
Mother Nature is at her worst. A 
predicted sprinkle becomes an all-
day rain, the temperature drops to 
single digit numbers, or the wind 
blows hard and from the wrong 
direction. A good companion 

expects such things and accepts 
this unchangeable situation with 
grace. They will endure adversity 
and laugh off a case of creeping 
irritation. Now in your hunting 
companion’s eyes, how do you 
stack up? Maybe you’re cold, hun-
gry or just plain tired. Don’t dwell 
on it; your companion probably 
feels the same way. If you honestly 
feel you shouldn’t or can’t go on, 
face it up front but do this in a 
cheerful way. Don’t whine! Whin-
ing will ruin everyone’s day and 
mark you as someone who has no 
business in the field hunting.

A hunting trip may be a harsh 
trial to endure together or a dream 
hunt to remember. No matter 
which, it is a mutual outing to be 
shared without selfishness includ-
ing sharing shooting opportunities, 
hunting techniques, food, equip-
ment, water and something of 
each other. Hunting opportunities 
must never be seriously competi-
tive and should not be dominated 
by one person. The only place for 
selfishness on a hunt is in taking 
more than your share of the work, 
discomfort or disappointment.

Choose a hunting companion 
according to the depth of their inter-
est. Some companions do most of 
their hunting over a cup of coffee 
while others are eager, go-for-broke 
types who will hang tough until 
dark. Try to determine the degree of 
your own interest and match it with 
your companion’s interest.

It is vital that a hunting com-
panion has good gun sense. You 
can hand a firearm to a person and 
evaluate their total experience in 
a few minutes. The experienced 
safe hunter will handle the firearm 
with assurance, ease and respect. 
They will know the firearm. One 
owes it to themselves and their 
family to side with such a person 
and you owe it to them to return 
in kind.

Over the years, I have had a 
few hunting companions who 
were less than ideal. There have 
been hunting companions who 
wanted only to party, some who 
were afraid of the dark, some that 
had no sense of direction, and 
some who would repeatedly tell 
me why my gun wasn’t the right 
one and even some that were 
afraid to be left alone in the woods. 
I remember the braggarts, the ones 
who have hunted everywhere, 
ones that only hunt trophies, 
wouldn’t think of shooting a doe, 
have the best of everything and 
sneer at you when things aren’t 
done the way they do them. I 
have even had companions who 
spill coffee in my truck and never 
clean mud off their boots before 
getting in.

Be selective in choosing your 
hunting companion. Time out 
hunting is precious. It’s most en-
joyable when your companions 
are hunters who are a pleasure to 
be around.

A real hunting companion is 
one who shares without asking 
something in return, who gives 
without thinking, and places your 
well being and pleasure above his 
or her own. Such a companion 
may be rich and wellborn or a salty 
old hunter in bib overalls.

Choosing A Hunting 
Companion

By Kenneth G. Johnson, Supervising Wildlife Biologist

Friends & Enemies
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In the early 1970s Ala 
bama had 100,000 quail  
hunters who harvested 

2.5 million quail a season. 
Quail hunting was popular 
because bobwhites were rela-
tively abundant across most 
of the state. They were not as 
abundant as in earlier decades. 
A slow erosion in numbers had 
been noticed since the 1940s. 
Standardized surveys were not 
begun until the mid 1960s. From 
that time until now, the breed-
ing population of bobwhites 
across the state has plummeted 
more than 80 percent. Quail 
harvests are currently only five 
percent of what they were in 
1970. Most quail hunters have 
given up because birds have 
become so scarce. Where have 
all the quail gone?                                                                 

In 1930, Alabama was large-
ly agricultural. There were 
250,000 farms in the state, and 
the average farm size was 60 
acres. The crude farming meth-
ods of the day resulted in small 
fields, periodically fallow land, 
and weedy-brushy fencerows. 
The repetitive, crude distur-
bance permitted an abundance 

of the natural plants so favored 
by quail to exist as part of the 
system. Burning of the woods 
was a common and frequent 
practice that maintained quail 
habitat. Wildlife surveys at that 
time estimated 17 million of 
Alabama’s 33 million acres was 
good quail habitat.

Currently, Alabama has 
fewer than 50,000 farms. The 
average farm is 190 acres, much 
of which is intensively cropped 
land with little space for quail. 
More importantly, much of the 
former crude farm land has 
been converted to other uses. 
Patch farms interspersed with 
open, frequently burned forests 
have been replaced with forests 

largely unsuitable for quail 
– currently 23 million acres. 
Improved pasture that relies on 
introduced forage grasses has 
eliminated 5 million acres of 
land as quail habitat and urban 
development – currently about 
2 million acres – permanently 
removes wildlife habitat.

Many contend that noth-
ing has changed on the land 
over all these years. But, the 
numbers tell a different story. 
The loss of quail is a symptom 
of changed land cover. More 
specifically and alarmingly, the 
gradual disappearance of quail 
is just one symbol of a land-use 
philosophy that increasingly 
eliminates natural diversity 
and native plants for artificial 
systems. The questions are how 
far will we go in replacing the 
wild things with the artificial, 
and what kind of world will 
that be? 

Where Have All the Quail 
Gone?

By Stanley D. Stewart, Wildlife Biologist

Quail Management
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Wildlife food plots,  
also known as  
“green fields,” 

are highly popular among 
white-tailed deer hunters and 
enthusiasts. Planting some type 
of food source for wildlife has 
increasingly become big busi-
ness since the 1970s. Establish-
ing and maintaining wildlife 
food plots is one management 
strategy used by landowners 
and sportsmen to provide wild-
life with one component of their 
needs. Annually in Alabama, 
hundreds of thousands, if not 
millions, of dollars are spent on 
seed and fertilizer to produce 
these wildlife food plots.

For landowners and man-
agers who desire to maximize 
the productivity of their green 
fields, soil testing and address-
ing pH should be an integral 
part of their food plot program. 
Soil testing is simply gathering 
samples of soil from the open-
ings and having it analyzed. 
The results from soil testing are 
a recommendation for amounts 
of nitrogen (N), phosphorus 
(P), and potassium (K) needed 
per acre. Also included will be 
how much lime is needed to 
raise the pH level of the soil. 
The pH value is a numerical 

figure indicating the soil acid-
ity or alkalinity (base). Soil pH 
is measured on a scale ranging 
from zero to 14, with seven be-
ing neutral. These figures are a 
representation of the number of 
hydrogen ions in the soil. Lev-
els below seven indicate acidic 
soils and those above seven 
are basic soils. The pH scale is 
logarithmic changing tenfold 
for each number change. For 
example, a soil with a pH of 4.5 
is 10 more times acidic than a 
soil with a pH of 5.5.

Maintaining soil pH at the 
appropriate level is critical as 
it can limit plant growth by 
restricting nutrient availability. 
Consequently, low soil pH can 
be a limiting factor in produc-
ing quality wildlife openings. 
In acidic soils, nutrients are 
bound to soil particles. There-
fore, limited amounts of the ap-
plied fertilizer will be available 
to the plant. When soil pH is ex-
tremely acidic (4.5 pH), a high 
percentage (70 percent plus) of 
nutrients from applied fertilizer 
is unavailable. At a pH of 6.5, 
which is considered medium 
acidic, almost 20 percent of 
nutrients are tied up in the soil. 
Additionally, activity of micro-
organisms is reduced, limiting 

nitrogen fixing in leguminous 
plants. These conditions can 
be corrected by applying lime 
to the soil, which will raise the 
pH level. In turn, nutrient avail-
ability for plants is improved 
and activity of microorganisms 
is increased enabling legumes 
to fix nitrogen.

Lime comes in many forms. 
Two common liming materials 
are calcic limestone, which is 
ground limestone, and Dolo-
mitic limestone, which is also 
ground limestone but high in 
magnesium. How quickly lime 
can affect soil depends on the 
particulate size of the lime, type 
of soil, lime to soil contact and 
moisture content of the soil. 
Lime should be applied several 
months in advance of planting 
to realize the full effect. Re-
member, liming is often more 
important than fertilizing.

Without exception, fertilizer 
and money is wasted when soil 
pH is too low. The maintenance 
of wildlife openings is expen-
sive and labor intensive. There-
fore, maximizing productivity 
is very important. A properly 
maintained wildlife opening is 
an asset to hunters and hunting 
clubs.

The Alabama Department 
of Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources promotes wise 
stewardship, management 
and enjoyment of Alabama’s 
natural resources through five 
divisions: Marine Police, Ma-
rine Resources, State Lands, 
State Parks, and Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries.

Wildlife Food Plots and Soil 
pH: Is There a Connection? 

By Richard Tharp, Wildlife Biologist

Conservation
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Avian influenza (AI) is  
a common generic  
term to describe a dis-

ease of birds. The term “avian flu” 
encompasses many viruses that 
are classified as having low patho-
genicity (LP) or high pathogenicity 
(HP) based on the severity of the 
illness they cause in poultry.

In 2005-06, the Alabama De-
partment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries (WFF) Divi-
sion, a member of the Mississippi 
Flyway, joined the Atlantic, Cen-
tral and the Pacific flyways and the 
U.S. Departments of Agriculture 
and Interior to develop a nation-
wide early detection plan. This 
plan includes sampling and testing 
for the highly pathogenic H5N1 
avian influenza virus and other 
HPAI viruses to determine if any 
are in North American migratory 
birds. Waterfowl biologists, wild-
life disease biologists, veterinar-
ians and epidemiologists from the 
U.S. Departments of Agriculture, 
Interior and Health and Human 
Services, the International Asso-
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies, and the National Association 
of Public Health Veterinarians 
developed the plan. It was created 
in response to the possibility that 
wild migratory birds from North 
America may nest in the same 
parts of the northern breeding 
grounds as their counterparts from 
Asia. The possibility of interaction 

Avian Influenza 
By Charles R. Sharp, Supervising Wildlife Biologist

 

gives rise to the concerns that the 
HP H5N1 virus could be picked up 
by migratory birds on the breed-
ing grounds and be carried back 
to the United States or Canada. 
Although not likely, biologists de-
veloped an early detection plan to 
increase the potential of discover-
ing the virus before it has the op-
portunity to spread. This program 
involves collaboration among the 
U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, state agencies 
(including Hawaii and U.S. Pacific 
Territories), and others.

Each of the national flyways 
developed an Avian Influenza 
Surveillance Plan including state 
quotas, budgets and reporting 
methods. These flyway plans were 
then used by each state in that 
flyway to develop their own step-
down plan. To ensure continuity, 
an oversight committee made up 
of representatives from the federal 
agency involved in the survey is 
responsible for evaluation and 
modification of the plan as it is 
needed. The result is a coordinated 
and comprehensive interagency 
program that will provide an early 
warning to the agriculture, public 
health, and wildlife communities 
if migratory birds are found in-
fected with HPAI.

Alabama has just completed 
its 2007-08 Avian Influenza collec-
tions. In cooperation with Wildlife 
Services of the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture and WFF, personnel 
collected samples from 750 ducks, 
geese and other waterfowl includ-
ing samples from hunter harvest-
ed birds, live birds trapped and 
released, and birds whose cause 
of death was uncertain. Species 
targeted for this year’s collection 
includes dabbling ducks such as 
mallards, teal, gadwall, Canada 
geese, and any species reported 
in a mortality event. These spe-
cies have been determined to be 
the most likely birds to not only 
carry the H5N1 virus, but also 
those most likely to be resistant 
to the virus.

After collection, the data is 
entered into a national database 
and the biological samples are 
sent to Thompson Bishop Sparks 
State Diagnostic Lab at Auburn 
University to analyze. All labs 
use the same techniques to test 
for the presence of the virus. If a 
sample tests positive for the virus, 
that sample is forwarded to the 
National Wildlife Health Center 
in Madison, Wisconsin, where it 
is again tested to confirm or dis-
prove a positive result. Results 
from the lab tests are then added 
to the national database and are in-
cluded with the samples collected 
by cooperators in all parts of the 
United States.

The HP H5N1 avian influenza 
virus has not been detected in 
North America. The surveillance 
for the HP H5N1 virus is an on-
going survey, which will provide 
early detection of the avian influ-
enza in future years.

For more information, contact 
Chuck Sharp, Wildlife Biologist, 
Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources at 
251-626-5474. 

Bird Health
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News From The AKC

Chairman’s Report 
February 2010 -- 

Celebrating the Work 
and Dedication of 

America’s Search and 
Rescue Dogs --

With the recent earthquakes 
in Haiti, much attention has been 
brought to the search and rescue 
dogs working to free trapped 
citizens from the rubble. With 
certain capabilities far surpassing 
those of a human, these dogs have 
saved innumerable lives - and 
after working long shifts without 
complaint, these animals also 
provide comfort to their handlers 
in distressing conditions, making 
us appreciate the extraordinary 
canine-human bond and the in-
numerable ways dogs contribute 
to our lives in the most incredible 
ways!

Locally, New York Task Force 
One, sponsored by the NYC Of-
fice of Emergency Management 
and staffed by NYPD and FDNY 
personnel, deployed to Haiti 
with four search and rescue K-9 
teams in early January to assist 
with earthquake recovery and 
relief efforts. After a more than 
a week-long deployment in Port 
Au Prince, the dogs and handlers 
returned with six rescues under 
their belts, including freeing 10 
and 8-year old siblings from the 
rubble.

In recognition of their efforts, 
the American Kennel Club and 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-

ery Canine Support and Relief 
Fund have donated $25,000 to the 
United States Police Canine As-
sociation Region 7, which includes 
New York City, to enhance ongo-
ing search and rescue education 
of law enforcement K-9s and their 
handlers wanting to further their 
training in detecting and locating 
lost, missing or injured persons.

The AKC and AKC CAR have 
a long history of supporting SAR 
teams. The AKC CAR Canine Sup-
port and Relief Fund was created 
in the wake of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks in response 
to the exemplary work and dedica-
tion of the search and rescue dog 
first responders. Since its creation, 
the Fund has provided $3 mil-
lion to date in search and rescue 
grants as well as disaster relief in 
response to hurricanes, floods and 
wildfires.

The fund accepts both dona-
tions and applications for grant 
money at the following sites: 
http://www.akc.org/donations/ 
and http://www.akc.org/dogny/
grants.cfm.

The American Kennel Club 
has also recognized search and 
rescue dogs since 2000 by award-
ing an AKC Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence (ACE) in a 
search and rescue category. Over 
the past nine years, search and 
rescue ACE winners have located 
lost Alzheimer’s patients, chil-
dren, and people with mental dis-
abilities; have worked at Ground 
Zero at the World Trade Center 
on 9/11; and served in Iraq, at the 
Texas A&M bonfire collapse, the 
Oklahoma City bombing site, the 

Columbia Space Shuttle recovery 
operation site, and in New Orleans 
during Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts.

We’re especially proud of 
our purebred search and rescue 
ACE winners including Labrador 
Retrievers, German Shepherds, 
Golden Retrievers, Border Collies 
and other sporting, hunting and 
herding breeds. For a job requiring 
a well-socialized, healthy dog with 
predictable instincts and work eth-
ic, purebreds are the dog of choice. 
If you know of a deserving search 
and rescue team please nominate 
them for the 2010 ACE at: http://
www.akc.org/news/ace/.

We hope that you join us in 
saluting these brave dogs and 
the important contributions they 
make in supporting our country 
and world in the worst disasters, 
as these search and rescue teams 
truly represent the best of what 
dogs have to offer.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker

Chairman

AKC Announces 
Board of Directors 

Election Results
-- Dr. Charles Garvin, Dr. Wil-
liam Newman & Patricia Scully 
Elected --

The Annual Meeting of the AKC 
Delegates took place on March 
9, 2010. Three new Directors 
have been elected: Dr. Charles 
Garvin, Delegate from the Mar-
ion Ohio Kennel Club; Dr. Wil-
liam R. Newman, Delegate from 
the Mastiff Club of America; 
Patricia Scully, Delegate from 
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the Obedience Training Club 
of Hawaii. Dr. Newman was 
an incumbent candidate. In 
addition, Ronald H. Menaker 
was re-elected as Chairman of 
the Board and Dr. Thomas M. 
Davies was re-elected as the 
Vice Chairman of the Board at 
a meeting of the AKC Board of 
Directors, convened after the 
Delegate Meeting.

  Ronald H. Menaker has been 
the Chairman of the AKC Board 
of Directors since 2002. Menaker 
represents the Greater Freeport 
Illinois Kennel Club and is 
Show Chairman for the AKC/
Eukanuba National Champion-
ship. An active participant in 
the sport of purebred dogs for 
nearly 40 years, he bred and 
exhibited Giant Schnauzers, 
and has also shown Bedlington 
Terriers and Norfolk Terriers. 
A licensed AKC judge since 
1994, Menaker is approved to 
judge Best in Show, all Working 
breeds, all Sporting breeds and 
several Terrier breeds. Menaker 
is also a member of the Board 
of Overseers for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Veterinary 
School.

      Menaker is a retired Manag-
ing Director and Head of Cor-
porate Services of J.P. Morgan & 
Co. Incorporated of New York, 
and a past President and Direc-
tor of J. P. Morgan Services, Inc. 
He is also the Vice Chairman 
and past Chairman of New York 
Downtown Hospital. Menaker 
resides in Franklin Lakes, New 
Jersey with his wife Kathy.

 Dr. Thomas M. Davies, AKC 
Delegate for the Springfield 

Kennel Club, was first elected 
to the Board in 2000 and has 
served on the Public Relations 
Committee, the Events and 
Clubs Committee, the Breed-
ers Committee and chaired the 
Group Realignment Commit-
tee.

      Dr. Davies has been involved 
in several breeds, but has had 
significant influence on the 
Bearded Collie. His involve-
ment with the breed began 
before its official recognition 
by the AKC when he served as 
president of the Bearded Collie 
Club of America. While at this 
post, Davies was responsible for 
getting the breed into the AKC 
Stud Book. He is an honorary 
lifetime member of the club 
and is the author of the Bearded 
Collie standard. In the mid-
80’s, Dr. Davies became deeply 
involved in Siberian Huskies 
and Belgian Sheepdogs. He and 
his wife have bred and finished 
many champions in all three 
breeds. Dr. Davies continues 
to be an active member of the 
fancy. He is an approved judge 
for the Herding Group, Akitas 
and Siberian Huskies. He has 
served as show chairman for the 
Springfield Kennel Club and for 
the Connecticut River Working 
Group Association, the coun-
try’s first Working Group club. 
He has also served in various 
capacities for many all-breed 
and specialty clubs.

      Professionally, Dr. Davies 
retired from the Bayer Corpora-
tion after more than thirty years 
in various areas of scientific 
research and product develop-
ment. He currently resides in 

Brimfield, Massachusetts with 
his wife Roberta.

 Dr. J. Charles Garvin, of Mari-
on, Ohio, is a returning member 
of the AKC Board of Directors. 
He has been closely associ-
ated with Dalmatians since the 
1960s. Since then, he has had 86 
champions in the breed, most 
of them owner-handled. Dr. 
Garvin has judged at the Dal-
matian Club of America (DCA) 
national specialty show five 
times, including the AKC Cen-
tennial Show in 1984, and has 
judged nationals in Canada and 
Australia. He is served multiple 
terms as DCA president and has 
sat on the club’s board of direc-
tors for 28 years. A life member 
of the Central Ohio Kennel Club 
and the Marion Ohio Kennel 
Club, he has been Marion’s 
AKC Delegate since 1990 and 
a club officer for 27 years. Dr. 
Garvin is an ophthalmic sur-
geon and president-chairman 
of a 72-physician medical-group 
practice. He and his wife of 33 
years, Lynn, have two sons and 
a daughter.

Dr. William R. Newman, of Bed-
ford, Pennsylvania, has been a 
member of the Mastiff Club of 
America for 45 years. He has 
served the club as president, 
vice president, secretary, AKC 
Delegate, show chairman, and 
newsletter founding editor. Dr. 
Newman has produced numer-
ous Mastiff champions and is 
the co-breeder of a three-time 
national-specialty winner. He 
has judged numerous Mastiff 
regional specialties and the na-
tional specialty show. Deeply 
committed to canine health, 
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Dr. Newman has served the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion as a director and Millen-
nium Founder. Dr. Newman is a 
board-certified radiologist and 
former hospital chief of staff. 
Newman holds a B.A. from 
Hofstra University, in New 
York, and an M.D. from the 
State University of New York.

Patricia Scully, of Suffern, New 
York, is a returning member of 
the AKC Board of Directors. 
She has been active in purebred 
dogs since 1962. She has been 
the Delegate for the Obedience 
Training Club of Hawaii since 
1985, and was chairman of 
the AKC Delegates Obedience 
Clubs Committee at its incep-
tion. She has finished Pugs in 
obedience and conformation 
in several countries and has 
been an obedience judge for all 
classes for more than twenty-
five years. Scully was a member 
of the 1996 AKC Presidential 
Search Committee and is a 
former president, director, and 
show and obedience chairman 
of the Pug Dog Club of America, 
of which she is an honorary 
lifetime member.

AKC Canine Partners 
Program Springs Into 
Action With Mixed-
Breed Dogs Entering 
Competition Starting 

April 1
-- All Dogs Now Eligible for 

AKC Rally®, Obedience and Agil-
ity Titles --

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) along with hundreds of 

its licensed clubs around the na-
tion are gearing up to welcome 
mixed-breed dogs to compete 
side-by-side with purebreds in 
Companion Events as part of the 
new AKC Canine Partnerssm 
program. Starting April 1, mixed-
breed dog owners who have al-
ready enrolled in the AKC Canine 
Partners program will not only 
receive listing benefits* but also 
have the ability to enter the excit-
ing world of dog sports and have 
“Lots More Dog Funsm” with 
their dog at AKC events.

More than 1,500 AKC clubs are 
planning AKC Rally®, Agility and 
Obedience trials open to mixed-
breeds in 2010, with more clubs 
signing on daily. During April 
alone, several hundred events in 
large metropolitan areas and small 
towns around the country will host 
events. AKC Clubs in the Greater 
New York Metropolitan area will 
play host to the first events for 
the Northeast region at a venue in 
Freehold, N.J. Clubs in Seattle, Las 
Vegas, St. Louis and Nashville are 
hosting some of the many events 
dog lovers will be able to attend on 
the first weekend in April.

“Whether raising a puppy or 
helping an adult dog learn new 
manners, the best way to ensure 
your dog becomes a well behaved 
member of the household is to 
build a relationship through train-
ing and engaging in fun activities 
that will strengthen your bond,” 
said AKC Spokesperson Gina 
DiNardo. “Whether dogs lovers 
are ready to enter one of the many 
events now open to mixed-breeds 
or are just interested in watching 
the action, these events offer a 
great opportunity for dog lovers to 
learn about dog training in a fun 
and supportive environment.”

To encourage mixed-breed 
dog lovers to join the fun or to take 

advantage of these early events, 
AKC Canine Partners is offering 
a “Spring Into Action!” enroll-
ment discount. Dog lovers can 
save $10 on AKC Canine Partners 
$35 enrollment fee if they list their 
dogs online by April 30. For those 
interested in entering AKC events, 
online enrollment gives dog own-
ers their listing number within 
minutes, allowing them to enter 
events on the same day.

The AKC Canine Partnerssm 
program, sponsored by MMI Ge-
nomics, Inc., connects mixed-breed 
dog owners and provides valuable 
information about training classes, 
clubs and AKC programs like AKC 
S.T.A.R. Puppy® and the AKC 
Canine Good Citizen® program. 
To find a training club in your 
area visit www.akc.org/events/
trainingclub

*Additional program benefits 
include lifetime enrollment in 
AKC Companion Animal Recov-
ery Lost & Found Recovery Ser-
vice, a complimentary 60-Day trial 
of the AKC Pet Healthcare Plan**, 
a one-year subscription to AKC 
Family Dog magazine, a frameable 
Official Decree of Dog Fun and an 
AKC Canine Partners Decal.

For more information about 
AKC Canine Partners visit www.
akccaninepartners.org. To find an 
event in your area, visit the AKC 
Event Search page. Be sure to 
check the option “mixed-breed”, 
to search for events open to AKC 
Canine Partner enrollees.
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Facts and Stats Test 
Your AKC IQ!

Did You Know That...
    * AKC is the largest and sec-

ond oldest purebred dog registry 
in the world. Founded on Septem-
ber 17, 1884, the AKC was formed 
as a “club of clubs” to promote the 
sport of purebred dogs and breed-
ing for type and function. Today, 
the AKC comprises 613 member 
clubs and over 4,000 licensed and 
affiliated clubs.

    * The AKC registers 164 dog 
breeds.

    * The AKC sanctions more 
than 22,000 events each year - 
drawing nearly three million en-
tries annually.

    * The AKC is the only pure-
bred dog registry in the U.S. that 
conducts kennel inspections to en-
sure the health, safety and welfare 
of dogs. Today, more than 5,000 
kennel inspections are conducted 
each year.

    * The AKC instituted DNA 
testing in July 2000 for the pur-
poses of parentage verification 
and genetic identity. To date, there 
are more than 475,000 purebred 
dog genotypes on file in the AKC 
DNA database.

    * Approaching its tenth year, 
the prestigious AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship remains 
the first and only national dog 
show of its kind, representing the 
pinnacle of canine achievement. 
The top 25 dogs in each breed, 
as well as any dog receiving an 
all-breed Best in Show at an AKC 
show and the winner of a parent 
club national specialty show held 
during the qualifying period, re-
ceive invitations to the show. Dogs 

receiving championships from the 
bred-by class are also eligible.

    * The top-ranked dog in each 
AKC registrable breed from coun-
tries, with which it has reciprocal 
registration agreements - includ-
ing the kennel clubs of Argentina, 
England, Japan, Norway, Philip-
pines, Portugal and Slovenia - are 
invited to compete at the AKC/
Eukanuba National Champion-
ship. There about 200 foreign 
registries around the world that 
issue pedigrees acceptable for 
AKC registration.

    * The AKC Canine Health 
Foundation (CHF) was established 
in 1994 with a $1 million grant from 
AKC. Today, CHF has granted $22 
million for a wide range of canine 
health research initiatives.

    * The AKC Companion 
Animal Recovery program (AKC/
CAR) was initiated in 1995 to 
provide lifetime recovery services 
for microchipped and tattooed 
animals. To date, more than 4 mil-
lion animals have been enrolled in 
AKC/CAR and more than 360,000 
animals have been recovered and 
returned to their rightful owners.

    * AKC Canine Partners is 
the American Kennel Club’s new-
est program, launched in October 
2009, for mixed-breed dog own-
ers. Dogs enrolled in AKC Ca-
nine Partners compete along side 
purebreds in the same classes and 
earn the same titles in three AKC 
Companion Events: AKC Rally®, 
Agility and Obedience

    * In 1971, the American 
Kennel Club held the first Junior 
Showmanship classes at AKC 
events. The purpose of Junior 
Showmanship is to encourage 
participation in the sport by young 
purebred dog enthusiasts, to 
teach good sportsmanship and 

to educate the next generation of 
the fancy.

    * The AKC Gazette has been 
continually published since 1889. 
In 2003, the AKC launched, AKC 
Family Dog, a new consumer life-
style magazine with a focus on the 
purebred pet dog.

    * There are more than 3,000 
Public Education Coordinators 
and more than 1,200 Canine Am-
bassadors in the AKC’s Public 
Education Network, who serve to 
help educate the general public 
about responsible dog owner-
ship.

    * Housed in the NYC of-
fice, the AKC Library office holds 
18,000 volumes of books, maga-
zines and videos, in addition to a 
major fine-arts collection.

    * The AKC Museum of the 
Dog in St. Louis, MO, houses one 
of the finest collections of artwork 
in the country focusing on man’s 
centuries-old relationship with 
the dog.

    * Each year, more than 40,000 
dogs are evaluated with the AKC/
Canine Good Citizen (CGC) test, 
which rewards dogs who have 
good manners at home and in the 
community.

    * Launched in 1994, the AKC 
website receives an average of 2 
million unique users per month 
and has 14,000 pages of canine-
related information.
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News From the Enemy Camp 
and the Good Guys

Threat Returns for 
Microstamping in 

N.Y.
BLOOMBERG’S BILL IS 

BACK. . . After setting aside fire-
arms microstamping legislation (S. 
6005A) last week rather than los-
ing a vote on the senate floor, anti-
gun New York City politicians are 
now seeking to bring the bill back 
and have begun aggressively pres-
suring senators to flip-flop their 
votes. Among the tactics being 
used by these anti-gun politicians 
is a promise to push back the start 
date of microstamping -- a false 
promise since these same anti-gun 
politicians have pre-rigged the bill 
with a “cost” trigger to force im-
mediate implementation should 
someone come along and claim 
to be able to produce a micro-
stamped firing pin (discounting 
outside manufacturing costs) for 
under $12. And even still, pushing 
the date back wouldn’t make this 
flawed technology -- which has 
never been produced on a mass 
basis -- actually function.

NSSF has intensified its radio 
ad campaign in the Empire State, 
encouraging New Yorkers to con-
tact their state senator and urge 
him or her to oppose this legisla-
tion. NSSF is also on the ground 
in Albany working to educate leg-
islators on the flawed technology 
and the economic ramifications 
of mandating microstamping. If 
firearms microstamping passes, 
manufacturers would be forced 
to abandon the New York market 
rather than spend the astronomical 
sums of money necessary to com-
pletely reconfigure their manufac-
turing and assembly processes. In 
addition, this bill could result in 
hundreds of layoffs for New York 
workers as firearms factories con-
sider moving out of the state.

NSSF to award up to 
$500,000 to shooting 

ranges
NEWTOWN, Conn. -- To help 

public and private shooting fa-
cilities jump start their recruit-
ment and retention efforts, the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-

tion (NSSF) will 
be awarding 
up to $500,000 
in grants this 
year to ranges 
a r o u n d  t h e 
country.

This is the 
third year that 
NSSF has dis-
tributed fund-
ing to quali-
fying ranges 

through its Range Partnership 
Grant Program.

“These grants will help shoot-
ing range managers create new 
strategies to drive traffic to their 
facilities and, in turn, benefit the 
future of our sports,” said Chris 
Dolnack, NSSF senior vice presi-
dent. “Research tells us that mil-
lions of Americans would like to 
try shooting, and the place to get 
started is at one of the thousands 
of ranges across the country.”

The projects funded by the 
grants will also serve as pilot pro-
grams, which, if successful, can be 
used by other facilities.

“The best way to increase 
participation is to enhance and 
promote shooting opportunities at 
the local level,” said Melissa Schil-
ling, NSSF recruitment and reten-
tion manager. “We’re looking for 
unique proposals that move the 
needle on recruiting new shooters, 
attracting lapsed shooters back to 
the range and increasing opportu-
nities for active shooters.”

Shooting ranges interested 
in applying for a grant can learn 
more about NSSF’s Range Partner-
ship Grant Program at http://nssf.
org/shooting/grants.

Firearms Industry 
Fires Back against 
Proposed Ban on 
Traditional Shot 

Shells in California
 The National Shooting Sports 

Foundation (NSSF) – the trade as-
sociation for the firearms, ammuni-
tion, hunting and shooting sports 
industry – criticized the introduc-
tion of a bill in California to ban 
traditional shot shells containing 
lead BBs in state wildlife areas.
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The sponsor of the bill, As-
semblyman Pedro Nava (D), an-
nounced the proposed legislation 
at a press conference, where he 
was flanked by representatives 
from the Humane Society of the 
United States (HSUS) – the coun-
try’s largest anti-hunting group. 
Just yesterday the assemblyman, 
who is running for California at-
torney general, was endorsed by 
the Sierra Club California.  The 
involvement of the HSUS and the 
timing of the endorsement demon-
strate that the real motive behind 
the ban is to diminish hunting in 
the state by making it much more 
expensive to buy ammunition, 
thereby forcing more hunters out 
of the field and keeping new hunt-
ers from going afield.

Wildlife management policy 
must be based on science, not on 
opinion or political or symbolic 
gesture. Assemblyman Nava’s 
claim that traditional shot shells 
need to be banned to protect 
wildlife populations is simply not 
supported by sound science.

“Wildlife population manage-
ment decisions and hunting regu-
lations are best left to the profes-
sionals at the California Fish and 
Game Department based on sound 
science,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel 
Lawrence G. Keane. “The Legisla-
ture is not the appropriate forum 
for these decisions to be made.”

The introduction of the tra-
ditional ammunition ban comes 
on the heels of the Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks Commission 
(FWP) rejecting a similar proposal 
in its state on the grounds that a 
ban lacked “biological justifica-
tion.”

 “If Assemblyman Nava’s bill 
passes,” continued Keane, “it is 
the state and local economies that 

will need help. The proposed ban, 
while doing nothing to help wild-
life, would force hunters to use 
other more costly ammunition al-
ternatives. This would make hunt-
ing more expensive and ultimately 
lead to a decline in hunters, hunter 
support for wildlife conservation 
and hunter-generated income.”

Firearms Industry 
Concerned Over 
United Nations 

Request for Firearms 
Trace Data

NEWTOWN, Conn. -- The Na-
tional Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) – the trade association for 
the firearms industry – has learned 
that the United Nations has filed 
its first firearms trace request. 
The move by the United Nations, 
which has long advocated for 
civilian disarmament, raised con-
cerns from the NSSF.

“Firearms trace data is a law 
enforcement tool to help aid in 
specific criminal investigations,” 
said NSSF Senior Vice President 
and General Counsel Lawrence 
G. Keane. “Our concerns with this 
trace request stem from UN-efforts 
to impose arms trade control trea-
ties that would lead to a ban on 
the civilian possession and owner-
ship of firearms, possibly even in 
the United States despite Second 
Amendment protections and the 
recent Supreme Court decision 
(Heller v. District of Columbia) 
reaffirming that Americans have 
an individual right to keep and 
bear arms.”

Tracing a firearm is the process 
by which law enforcement tracks 
the chain of custody of a firearm 
through the licensed distribu-
tion system to the original (first) 

retail purchaser. In this particular 
case, the manufacturer declined 
to provide the information to 
the United Nations and instead 
advised UN officials to make its 
request through proper interna-
tional law enforcement channels. 
This would ensure that ATF, the 
appropriate law enforcement en-
tity responsible for handling such 
requests, would be aware of the 
world body’s actions.

“Some foreign states and well-
funded non-governmental orga-
nizations, like the International 
Action Network on Small Arms 
(IANSA), are using arms trade-
control talks at the United Na-
tions to restrict or ban the private 
ownership of firearms,” continued 
Keane.

Though this trace request ap-
pears to have been an isolated 
incident, members of the firearms 
industry are troubled by the prec-
edent.

“We remain increasingly con-
cerned that ongoing efforts to 
restrict or ban the civilian and 
private ownership of firearms 
taking place at the United Nations 
will severely restrict and frustrate 
the lawful international commerce 
in sporting firearms and ammu-
nition products and undermine 
the United States’ national sover-
eignty and America’s cherished 
firearms freedoms protected by 
the Second Amendment and our 
hunting and shooting sports heri-
tage,” concluded Keane.
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State News

ALABAMA
Prescribed Burns 

Planned for Wind Creek 
State Park

State parks personnel will be 
conducting several prescribed 
burns along State Highway 128 
within Wind Creek State Park 
from mid-February to mid-
March as part of a Piedmont 
longleaf ecosystem restoration 
project. This project will be fol-
lowing approved burn plans 
and permits from the Alabama 
Forestry Commission and the Al-
exander City Fire Department.

Prescribed fire is a safe way 
to apply a natural process that 
benefits various habits, reduces 
wildfire risk and ensures ecosys-
tem health. Wildlife habitat and 
animals such as deer, turkeys, 
and quail flourish in areas that 
are maintained with prescribed 
fire. Some rare animals such as 
the red-cockaded woodpecker 
and the gopher tortoise require 
fire-adapted habitats to survive.

Recently Gov. Bob Riley des-
ignated February 2010 as Pre-
scribed Fire Awareness Month. 
The official proclamation en-
courages all Alabamians to learn 
about the importance of pre-
scribed burning to the steward-
ship of our natural resources and 
its role in the protection of our 
citizens from wildfires.

The Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Re-
sources promotes wise stew-
ardship, management and en-

joyment of Alabama’s natural 
resources through five divisions: 
Marine Police, Marine Resources, 
State Lands, State Parks, and 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisher-
ies. To learn more about ADCNR, 
visit www.outdooralabama.com 
.

IOWA
 IOWA MARSHLANDS 

PROVIDE SAFE 
HAVEN FOR WINTER  

PHEASANTS  
By Lowell Washburn  Iowa De-

partment of Natural Resources    
THORNTON, IowaIn Northern 

Iowa’s 35county, prairie pothole 
region, the value of  natural 
wetlands is well understood.  
Marshlands have the ability to 
reduce erosion, buffer  flooding, 
trap sediments, remove toxic 
pollutants, and recharge under-
ground aquifers.  

But wetlands are perhaps best 
known for their ability to sup-
port life.  In summer,  marshes 
provide fertile breeding grounds 
for a wide variety of wildlife spe-
cies including  mallard ducks, 
fourspot dragonflies, trumpeter 
swans, and muskrats.  Drop for 
drop, acre for  acre, native wet-
lands are the most productive 
of all Iowa ecotypes.  In terms 
of total species  diversity and in 
terms of total biomass, no land-
scape feature can surpass a cattail 
marsh in full  production.  

But there’s another side to Io-
wa’s wetlands story.  For wildlife 

species that do not  migrate south 
each fall, marshlands provide 
critical habitat for winter sur-
vival.  Rarely has  that fact been 
more evident than this year. 

With grasslands, fence lines, 
and stubble fields drifted over 
and iced shut, resident  wildlife 
has been hard pressed to find 
a square meal or safe place to 
spend the night.  As  always 
happens during hard snowy 
winters, exposure and predators 
have gotten their share.   In many 
areas, winter losses are already 
running high and continue to 
climb.  

But in Northern Iowa’s prairie 
marsh country, cattail wetlands 
are currently providing  a much 
needed bright spot in this win-
ter’s otherwise dismal habitat 
picture.  Although snow  cover is 
deep across much of Iowa, large 
beds of standing cattails continue 
to offer pheasants,  rabbits, deer 
and other resident wildlife a 
safe haven.  While pheasants re-
main unable to chisel  their way 
through the icy hard pack cover-
ing area grasslands, they are still 
able to sail in, plop  down, and 
then easily borough beneath the 
protective warmth of standing 
cattails.  Virtually  impenetrable, 
substantial stands of cattail stalks 
offer the warmest and safest 
cover a wintering  bird is likely 
to find these days.  

As relentless winter weather 
has continued to pummel mar-
ginal local habitats,  surviving 
wildlife has had little choice but 
to move or die.  For thousands of 
displaced ring necked pheasants, 
the short migration to local wet-
lands has meant the difference 
between  becoming crow food 
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today, or surviving to crow at the 
sunrise next spring.  

For conservation minded land-
owners, like Cerro Gordo Coun-
ty’s Paul and Phyllis  Willis, the 
year round benefit of restoring 
wetlands on local farmlands is 
obvious.  As refugee  wildlife 
has been forced to flee storm rav-
aged habitats, the Willises have 
seen more and more  pheasants 
gravitate to their property.  The 
marsh edge cattails located im-
mediately below their  hilltop 
farm home has become a major 
winter roosting area.      

 “The pheasants are just mar-
velous and we so enjoy watching 
them,” says Phyllis.  “Last  week, 
while Paul and I were enjoying 
morning coffee, we counted a to-
tal of 166 pheasants  come across 
our property.  It was really quite 
a sight.” 

 Wildlife enthusiasts have long 
known that buying state and 
federal duck stamps is a  good 
means of providing habitat for 
wild ducks and geese.  But what 
fewer may realize is that  preserv-
ing a local duck marsh is also one 
of the best ways to insure future 
breeding stock of  Iowa’s number 
one game bird  the magnificent 
ringnecked pheasant.    

PRAIRIE BOOMERS 
OFFER AMAZING 

GLIMPSE INTO IOWA’S 
PAST   

By Lowell Washburn  KEL-
LERTON – 

It’s still pitch black when the 
prairie chicken booming ground 
stirs to  life. Somewhere on the 
dark grasslands out front, the first 
male begins his dance. The bird  
bows and then, in a cadence too 
rapid to follow, begins stomping 

both feet in blurring  succession. 
The result is an audible tattoo 
that soon quickens to an intense 
drum roll. The force  of the action 
causes the chicken to spin like a 
child’s wind up toy.  

But the best is yet to come. 
With feet still pounding, the bird 
bows again and begins to  pump 
air into its leathery, orange neck 
sacs. Once the chickens neck is 
fully inflated, the  prairie song 
begins. Eerie, weird, mournful 
and haunting –  it is a natural 
sound like no other.   

The early riser is joined by 
additional males, all eager to 
make their own contribution 
to  the spring ritual. For Iowa 
prairie chickens, spring boom-
ing grounds (more properly 
called leks) are the very essence 
of survival. It is the place where 
males spar and dance for  domi-
nance and where females will 
eventually come to be courted 
before laying this year’s  clutch 
of eggs.     

As dawn approaches, the boom-
ers display with increasing vigor. 
The lek has now  become an 
amplified cauldron of sound as 
each bird does his best to out 
compete rivals. On a  clear morn-
ing, the cooperative booming can 
be heard for a mile or more in all 
directions. The  scene provides a 
rare glimpse into Iowa’s prairie 
legacy. And although it’s merely 
a thumbnail  sketch, the portray-
al inspires us to try and imagine 
the incredible wall of sound that 
once  greeted the April sunrise 
as tens of thousands of wild 
prairie chickens danced and 
boomed  across presettlement 
landscapes.  

MINNESOTA
DNR reminds riders 
of restrictions placed 

on ATV ditch riding in 
agricultural zone

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) re-
minds riders that Minnesota law 
prohibits the riding of Class 1 all-
terrain vehicles (ATVs) in ditches 
south of the agriculture line be-
tween April 1 and Aug. 1.

This does not apply to ATVs 
licensed and used for agricul-
tural purposes. Class 2 ATVs 
cannot be operated in ditches at 
any time. The agricultural line 
runs roughly from Moorhead to 
Taylors Falls along Highway 10 
and Highway 95.

“With warm weather on the 
way, many OHV riders are anx-
ious to hit the trails,” said Maj. 
Roger Tietz, DNR enforcement 
operations support manager. 
“Roadsides, especially in south-
ern and western Minnesota, pro-
vide nesting sites for birds and 
animals that nest on the ground 
or in low vegetation during the 
spring and summer. This law 
protects those nesting sites and 
habitat for animals like pheas-
ants, gray partridge, rabbits, 
waterfowl and songbirds.”

The DNR will also need to 
temporarily close some wet 
state forests roads and trails to 
highway-licensed vehicles and 
OHVs. Riders are advised to 
check on trail conditions and 
temporary closures before plan-
ning riding trips.

Trail condition information is 
available on the DNR Web site. 
Trail conditions are also avail-
able from the DNR Information 
Center by calling 651-296 6157 
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or toll-free 888 MINN DNR (646 
6367).

The DNR posts closure signs at 
entry points and at parking lots 
in state forests.

NEBRASKA
Commission Takes 

Advantage of Social 
Media Opportunities

Social media have transformed 
how the public receives informa-
tion, and the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission has embraced 
that transformation.

Thanks to social media, more 
people are interacting with the 
Commission electronically than 
ever before, and the agency is 
disseminating information to the 
public in more ways.

Users may find all Commission 
social media at its Web site, Out-
doorNebraska.org. These include 
four blogs. The most recent to 
launch is “Afield and Afloat,” the 
NEBRASKAland Magazine blog 
that shares staff experiences in 
the great outdoors, reveals what 
goes into producing the maga-
zine, including the occasional 
photo tip, and ideas on where to 
go and what to do outside.

The other blogs are:
“Barbs and Backlashes”  Daryl 

Bauer, fisheries outreach pro-
gram manager, shares his vast 
knowledge with fishing enthu-
siasts.

“In the Wild with Greg Wag-
ner”  The Omaha metro office 
manager shares his knowledge 
of the outdoors and encourages 
people to get out into the wild.

“Lock, Stock and Bedlam”  Jeff 
Rawlinson and Aaron Hersh-
berger of the Outdoor Educa-
tion team give straight-forward, 

timely information on hunting, 
fishing, shooting skills, tech-
niques, and tips.

The Commission also is tak-
ing advantage of Facebook and 
Twitter. The agency launched its 
Facebook and Twitter offerings 
in May 2009. The agency had 700 
Facebook fans by October and 
2,700 by March. More than 3,000 
people were following the agen-
cy on Twitter as of March 1.

Web page users also will find 
that Commission has a YouTube 
channel, on which a variety of 
state park videos may be viewed. 
To keep up on the latest news, 
readers may subscribe to receive 
RSS feeds or e-mailed news re-
leases. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Spring Light Goose 

Seasons Opens Feb. 20
North Dakota’s spring light 

goose season officially opens 
Feb. 20, but hunters shouldn’t ex-
pect to see geese migrate through 
anytime soon.

North Dakota’s annual spring 
season opens in February in case 
weather conditions allow for an 
early arrival. Availability of food 
and open water dictate when 
snow geese arrive in the state. 
Early migrants generally start 
showing up in the southeast part 
of the state in mid-to-late March, 
but huntable numbers usually 
aren’t around until the end of 
March or early April. Movements 
through the state largely depend 
on available roosting areas and 
the extent of the snow line.

Residents can hunt during 
the spring season by having 
last fall’s 2009-10 bird licenses. 
Otherwise, hunters will need to 
purchase either a 2010-11 combi-

nation license; or a small game, 
and general game and habitat 
license. Licenses are available 
from the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department’s Bismarck 
office, the department’s website 
at gf.nd.gov, or by calling (800) 
406-6409.

Hunters must obtain a new 
Harvest Information Program 
registration number before ven-
turing out into the field. Those 
purchasing a license are able to 
register with the HIP at that time. 
Otherwise, hunters should call 
(888) 634-4798. The HIP number 
is good for the fall season as well, 
so spring hunters should save it 
to record on their fall license.

Nonresidents need a 2010 
spring light goose season license. 
The cost is $50 and the license is 
good statewide. Nonresidents 
who hunt the spring season re-
main eligible to buy a fall season 
license. The spring season does 
not count against the 14-day fall 
hunting season regulation.

A federal duck stamp is not 
required of either residents or 
nonresidents.

The Game and Fish Depart-
ment will provide hunters with 
migration updates once geese 
have entered the state. Hunt-
ers can access the department’s 
website, or call (701) 328-3697, to 
receive generalized locations of 
bird sightings in North Dakota 
until the season ends or geese 
have left the state. Migration 
reports will be updated periodi-
cally during the week.

The spring season is only open 
to light geese – snows, blues, and 
Ross’s. Species identification is 
important because white-fronted 
and Canada geese travel with 
light geese. The season is closed 
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to whitefronts, Canada geese, 
swans and all other migratory 
birds.

The statewide season is open 
through May 9. Shooting hours 
are 30 minutes before sunrise to 
30 minutes after sunset. There is 
no daily bag limit or possession 
limit. Electronic and recorded 
calls, as well as shotguns capable 
of holding more than three shells, 
may be used to take light geese 
during this season.

There are no waterfowl rest 
areas designated for the spring 
season. Hunters should note that 
private land within the waterfowl 
rest areas closed last fall may be 
posted closed to hunting.

Nontoxic shot is required for 
hunting all light geese statewide. 
Driving off established roads and 
trails is strongly discouraged 
during this hunt because of the 
likelihood of soft, muddy condi-
tions, and winter wheat that is 
planted across the state.

To maintain good landowner 
relations, hunters are advised to 
seek permission before hunting 
on private lands or attempting 
any off-road travel during this 
season. Sprouted winter wheat is 
considered an unharvested crop. 
Therefore, hunting or off-road 
travel in winter wheat is not legal 
without landowner permission.

All regular hunting season 
regulations not addressed above 
apply to the spring season. For 
more information on regulations 
refer to the 2010 Spring Light 
Goose Hunting Regulations and 
the 2009 North Dakota Water-
fowl Hunting Guide.

Game and Fish 
Completes Midwinter 

Waterfowl Survey
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual mid-
winter waterfowl survey re-
vealed 25,400 Canada geese 
wintering on the Missouri River 
in early January.

Waterfowl biologist Mike Szy-
manski said harsh winter condi-
tions beginning in mid-Decem-
ber pushed most waterfowl out 
of the state. “A mild fall allowed 
a significant number of smaller-
sized Canada geese and snow 
geese to move through the state 
before Thanksgiving, but there 
was not a pronounced move-
ment of large-sized Canada geese 
through the area,” he said.

Last year’s severe winter broke 
the pattern of more geese staging 
on the Missouri River in North 
Dakota, when only 9,700 geese 
were counted during the mid-
winter survey. Prior to that, sev-
eral years of unseasonably mild 
winter weather allowed numbers 
of Canada geese using the river 
through winter to increase.

“Since 2005 a new record was 
established every year, reaching 
175,000 geese in 2008,” Szyman-
ski said. “But geese could not 
tolerate the severe weather last 
winter, thus the dramatic drop 
in numbers.”

From 1998 to 2004, the number 
of Canada geese on the river dur-
ing the midwinter survey was 
between 2,000 and 89,000. Prior 
to 1998, the count was rarely 
more than 10,000.

Szymanski said it takes years 
for geese to establish a migra-
tory pattern, and that’s why it 
may take several more years of 

favorable staging conditions be-
fore the record high numbers of 
the mid-to-late 2000s are reached 
again. “It’s really important for 
those birds to maintain a posi-
tive energy balance,” he added. 
“Otherwise, we may not regain 
the numbers of geese we had 
several years ago.”

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Observation Blinds to 

Open
Several national wildlife ref-

uges and a state wildlife manage-
ment area will offer sharp-tailed 
grouse observation blinds for 
public use this spring. The blinds 
are popular with wildlife pho-
tographers and others interested 
in watching the spring courtship 
rituals of sharp-tailed grouse.

Grouse blinds typically receive 
widespread interest and are 
available by reservation only. 
Those locations offering blinds 
usually start taking reservations 
for late March or early April, 
weather permitting. Peak grouse 
dancing activity usually occurs 
from mid-April into early May.

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department has an observa-
tion blind at Lonetree Wildlife 
Management Area southwest of 
Harvey. Call (701) 324-2211 for 
reservations.

Contact the following national 
wildlife refuges for information 
and availability on blind reserva-
tions:

    * Lostwood National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 848-
2722.

    * Des Lacs National Wildlife 
Refuge, Kenmare, (701) 385-
4046.
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    * Long Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, Moffit, (701) 387-4397.

    * Arrowwood National 
Wildlife Refuge, Pingree, (701) 
285-3341.

    * Upper Souris National 
Wildlife Refuge, Berthold, (701) 
468-5467.

    * J. Clark Salyer National 
Wildlife Refuge, Upham, (701) 
768-2548.

Hunting Guide and 
Outfitter Test Set for May 

8
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 8 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and standard first aid; and em-
ployment by or contract with a 
licensed hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an in-
dividual must have held a hunt-
ing guide license for two years; 
and must have proof of liability 
insurance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

SOUTH DAKOTA
Winter Habitat Key to 

Pheasant Survival
PIERRE, S.D. – The winter 

of 2009-2010 is already one for 
the record books, leaving many 
South Dakotans wondering how 
their state bird, the pheasant, can 
survive the elements.

A Christmas storm brought 
widespread blizzard conditions. 
Since then, subsequent blasts of 
snow, wind, and freezing rain 
have belted the state. Harsh con-
ditions can lead to high mortality 
for pheasants and other wildlife, 
but providing critical winter 
habitat – such as woody cover 
and food plots – can boost winter 
survival.

“Fortunately, pheasants rarely 
starve to death even during 
the harshest winters because of 
available food plots and waste 
grain,” said South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks resource biologist 
Andy Gabbert of Sioux Falls. 
“Most winter mortality is due 
to predation, although exposure 
to severe weather can also cause 
mortalities.”

Large cattail sloughs provide 
excellent winter cover for pheas-
ants during most winters. In ex-
treme conditions, quality winter 
roosting habitat such as wide 
shelterbelts with low-growing 
shrubs and coniferous trees is 
critical, he said.

GFP annually maintains 11,000 
acres of food plots and 8,500 
acres of planted woody habitat 
on Game Production Areas. Ad-
ditionally, GFP and Pheasants 
Forever shared the cost of about 
25,000 acres of food plots on pri-
vate land in 2009.

“Pheasants will travel several 
miles to find quality winter cover 
that is adjacent to a food source, 
such as a food plot or harvested 
grain fields, during harsh condi-
tions,” Gabbert said.

GFP has received several re-
quests in recent weeks to supple-
ment feed for pheasants.

“In reality, feeding pheasants 
can attract birds into marginal 
habitat where they are more 
susceptible to harsh weather 
or predators,” said GFP upland 
game biologist Travis Runia of 
Huron. “Providing food plots 
and woody cover in close prox-
imity on an annual basis are 
really the best ways to sustain 
pheasant populations in winters 
like this.”

Concerned citizens may start 
preparing for the next harsh 
winter by contacting GFP for 
technical and financial assistance 
on woody habitat and food plot 
programs. Visit http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/private-
lands/Index.htm to learn more 
about the available cost-share 
for establishing wildlife habitat 
on private lands.

 

Statewide Pheasant 
Season Proposed; Youth 

and Resident Season 
Finalized

PIERRE, S.D. – The South Da-
kota Game Fish and Parks Com-
mission has proposed a statewide 
traditional pheasant season this 
year that is similar to 2009 and a 
slightly longer season for pheas-
ant hunters at Sand Lake Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge in Brown 
County. The Sand Lake proposal 
would adjust the season-ending 
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date from Dec. 31 last year to the 
first Sunday of January.

The traditional Pheasant Hunt-
ing Season would run from 
Oct. 16-Jan. 2, 2011. Sand Lake 
Refuge has closed at an earlier 
date in the past,, but under the 
proposed change would close at 
the same time as the main pheas-
ant season.

The Commission has finalized 
the 2010 Youth and the Resident-
Only Pheasant Hunting seasons. 
The Youth Season will be held 
October 2-6, and the Resident-
Only Season will be October 
9-11.

The Commission will take final 
action on the Pheasant Season 
proposal at their April meet-
ing, which will take place at 
the Crossroads Hotel in Huron, 
April 8-9.

Information on the proposed 
traditional Pheasant Season and 
Sand Lake Season is available on 
the GFP Web site at www.sdgfp.
info under the headings “About 
Game, Fish and Parks” and “GFP 
Commission.”

Residents who would like to 
provide written comments on the 
proposals may do so up until 5 
p.m. Wednesday, April 7.  Com-
ments may be mailed to Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission, 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D., 
57501, or e-mailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us . All comments must 
have the sender’s full name and 
address in order to be included 
in the public record.

Comments may also be pre-
sented in person at the GFP 
Commission meeting during the 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, 
April 8.

Several Small Game Sea-
sons Finalized; Mourning 
Dove Season Proposed

PIERRE, S.D. – The South Da-
kota Game Fish and Parks Com-
mission has finalized several 
small-game hunting seasons.

Because there were no recom-
mended changes to the Grouse, 
Partridge, Quail, Cottontail Rab-
bit, Tree Squirrel, Crow, Sandhills 
Crane and Common Snipe Sea-
sons, they seasons were finalized 
and set.

The Commission has proposed 
adjusting the Oct. 31 ending date 
of the 2010 Mourning Dove Sea-
son to November 9. The annual 
season begins Sept. 1.

The Commission will take final 
action on that at its April 8-9 
meeting at the Crossroads Hotel 
in Huron.

Information on season propos-
als is available at the GFP Web 
site at www.sdgfp.info under 
the headings “About Game, Fish 
and Parks” and “GFP Commis-
sion.”

Residents who would like to 
provide written comments on 
the proposed Mourning Dove 
Season may do so up until 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 7. Those com-
ments may be mailed to Game, 
Fish and Parks Commission, 523 
E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, SD 57501 
or e-mailed to wildinfo@state.
sd.us. All comments must have 
the sender’s full name and ad-
dress in order to become part of 
the public record.

Comments may also be pre-
sented in person at the GFP 
Commission meeting during the 
public hearing, which is sched-
uled for 2 p.m. CDT on Thursday, 
April 8.

TExAS
Weekly migratory 

bird hunting reports 
are posted from early 

September through early 
February.

West Zone Goose: Snow on the 
High Plains has made it difficult 
to hunt geese. A foot of snow, 
with drifts as deep as three feet, 
have made for tough hunting 
conditions. Outfitters have not 
even considered hunting, but 
a warm-up forecasted for this 
weekend should aid in the melt-
down. Still lots of geese, includ-
ing Canadas and snows on Lake 
Etter. Peanuts and wheat have 
been producing around Lub-
bock. The regular goose season 
closes at sunset Feb. 7. The Light 
Goose Conservation Order be-
gins Feb.8. Prospects are fair.

East Zone Goose: The Light 
Goose Conservation Order began 
Jan. 25 to lackluster participation. 
Still huntable numbers of snows 
on the coastal prairies, but few 
hunters are interested in hunting 
during the liberal special season. 
The wet winter continues and 
many hunters have not had the 
will to labor through the mud. 
The mid-winter counts conduct-
ed by TPWD indicated 431,350 
snow geese along the coast this 
season, up from 362,979 during 
the 2008-2009 season. Prospects 
are fair at best.

WISCONSIN
Statistics show false 

sense of safety on 
licensed game farms

MADISON - The controlled 
setting of the licensed game farm 
offers better chances of a success-
ful outing but does not reduce 
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the need for hunters’ attention to 
safety for themselves, others and 
property, stresses a state hunter 
safety specialist.

“Just because it is private land 
and you are paying to hunt on 
these controlled acres, it does 
not mean it is safer,” said Tim 
Lawhern, hunter education ad-
ministrator for the Department 
of Natural Resources. “It is easy 
to lull into that false sense of 
security because it is someone’s 
property. That’s a potentially 
deadly mistake.”

Much of this activity takes place 
during the first months of every 
year when pheasant hunters 
head to licensed game farms – or 
shooting preserves – to extend 
their seasons, Lawhern said.

“It is a great idea as the hunt-
ers know there are birds on the 
ground. It means additional 
hunting time for them and solid 
training for their dogs,” he said.

While knowing there are birds 
on the ground is a good and 
exciting thing for hunters and 
their dogs, Lawhern said, the bad 
thing is it fuels tunnel vision.

“Often, hunters will take friends 
or a novice hunter along, which 
again, is a good thing to mentor 
others – but that can interfere 
with attention to safety consid-
ered not as important because 
it is a controlled environment; 
private property,” he said.

Lawhern reminds hunters to 
make the four basic rules of fire-
arms safety part of your outing 
no matter what land is involved. 
Those rules are:

    * Treat every firearm as if is 
it loaded.

    * Always point the muzzle 
in a safe direction. “Please don’t 

be shy about reminding both 
younger and older hunters about 
this as the new hunters don’t 
have enough experience and the 
more experienced hunters get a 
bit lax,” he said.

    * Be certain of your target 
and what is beyond it. “In the 
case of pheasant hunting, it is 
what is beyond it that tends to 
get hunters in bad situations,” he 
said. “Know where your hunting 
buddies are and do not shoot in 
their direction – period.”

    * Keep your finger outside 
the trigger guard until you are 
ready to shoot. “There is a rea-
son this part of your firearm is 
called a trigger guard,” he said. 
“Self- inflicted injuries happen 
too often when folks are walking 
around with their finger inside 
the trigger guard.

“Also, keep your firearm’s 
safety engaged in the on-safe 
position until you are ready to 
shoot,” Lawhern said. “There’s 
no reason to walk around with a 
firearm with the safety off. You 
cannot justify carrying a firearm 
for hunting with the safety in the 
off position -- period.”

Licensed game farms provide 
opportunities for more outdoor 
enjoyment for hunters, Lawhern 
said. “Practicing the four basic 
rules of firearm safety will help 
you have many more opportuni-
ties.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Tim Lawhern – (608) 
266-1317
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Gun Show Calendar Of Events

Alberta
April 2-3 Roundup 
Centre N 4060 Govt 
Way Calgary AB 

Sept 11-12 Community 
Center N 4060 Govt 
Way Calgary AB 

Alabama
May 15-16 Convention 
Center 2100 Richard 
Arrington Blvd Bir-
mingham AL 

May 22-23 Cahava 
Shriners Pulaski Pike 
And Winchester Rd 
Huntsville AL 

June 26-27 Civic Center 
510 5th St SW Cull-
man  

Aug 21-22 Cahaba Shri-
ners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Hunts-
ville AL 

Sept 4-5 Civic Center 
510 5th St SW Cull-
man 

Oct 16-17 City Meeting 
Center 17th & Noble 
Anniston AL 

Oct 23-24 Lauderdale 
Coliseum 702 E Veter-
ans Dr Florence AL 

Dec 18-19 Cahaba Shri-
ners Pulaski Pike & 
Winchester Rd Hunts-
ville AL 

June 5-6 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

June 5-6 Orange Co 
Fairgrounds I405 To 
Fairview 88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa CA 

July 17-18 Del Mar Fair-
grounds Cow Palace 
2600 Jimmy Durante 
Blvd I5 Via De LaValle 
Exit Del Mar

Aug 14-15 Glendale 
Civic Auditorium 1401 
North Verdugo Rd 
Glendale CA 

Aug 21-22 Orange Co 
Fairgrounds I405 To 
Fairview 88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa CA 

Sept 11-12 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

Sept 18-19 The Cow 
Palace Highway 92 
North 101 Exit 101N Of 
Airport San Francisco 

Nov 13-14 Seaside Park 
101 Freeway & Calif St 
Ventura CA 

Nov 20-21 Glendale 
Civic Auditorium 1401 
North Verdugo Rd 
Glendale CA 

Colorado
Apr 24-25 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

June 5-6 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

Arkansas 
June 19-20 Kay Rod-
gers Park 4400 Midland 
Blvd Ft Smith AR 

June 26-27 State Fair-
grounds Hall Of In-
dustry 2600 Howard St 
Little Rock AR 

Oct 3-4 Fairgrounds 
3700 E 50th St Texar-
kana AR 

Arizona 
April 3-4 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Apr 17-18 Verde Valley 
Fairgrounds , Cotton-
wood AZ 

Apr 24-25 AZ State 
Fairgrounds Ice House 
Arena 1826 W McDow-
ell Ave I17 Exit Mc-
Dowell Phoenix AZ 

May 1-2 Tucson Con-
vention Center 260 S. 
Church St Tucson AZ 

June 26-27 Centennial 
Hall 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Mesa AZ 

July 10-11 AZ State 
Fairg Ice House Are-
na 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Phoenix AZ 

Aug 14-15 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Sept 11-12 AZ State 
Fairgrounds Ice House 
Arena 1826 W McDow-
ell Ave I17 Exit Mc-
Dowell Phoenix AZ 

Sept 18-19 Pima Co 
Fairgrounds 11300 S 
Houghton Rd I10 Exit 
275 Tucson AZ 

Sept 18-19 Tucson Con-
vention Center 260 S. 
Church St Tucson AZ 

Sep 25-26 Centennial 
Hall 1826 W McDowell 
Ave I17 Exit McDowell 
Mesa AZ 

Oct 2-3 Civic Center 
5750 W. Glenn Dr Glen-
dale AZ 

Oct 16-17 High Scool 
Bym 6th & Allen Tomb-
stone AZ 

Dec 18-19 Expo Center 
3750 E Irvington Rd 
Tucson AZ 

California 
May 1-2 The Cow Pal-
ace Highway 92 North 
101 Exit 101N Of Air-
port San Francisco CA 

May 15-16 Covention 
Center 2000 E Conven-
tion Way Ontario CA 

May 22-23 Del Mar 
Fairgrounds 2600 Jim-
my Durante Blvd I5 
Via De LaValle Exit 
Del Mar 
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Aug 7-8 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

August 7-8 Expo Center 
1515 Auto Mall Loop 
Colorado Springs 

Sept 25-26 Merchan-
dise Mart I25 & 58th 
Ave Denver CO 

Oct 16-17 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

Nov 6-7 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

Dec 4-5 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

December 11-12 Expo 
Center  1515  Auto 
Mall Loop Colorado 
Springs 

Dec 18-19 Merchandise 
Mart I25 & 58th Ave 
Denver CO 

Florida 
Apr 3-4 Fairgrounds , 
Melbourne FL 

Apr 10-11 Fairgrounds 
, Deland FL 

April 17-18 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

May 1-2 Auditorium 
625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne FL 

May 8-9 Elks Club 305 
Puckett Rd Perry FL 

May 22-23 Expo Center 
500 Friday Rd Cocoa 

May 29-30 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

June 28-2919-20 Ar-
mory 8551 West Ven-
able St Crystal River 
FL 

June 19-20 Fairgrounds 
, Deland FL 

July 3-4 South Florida 
Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

July 10-11 Auditorium 
625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne FL 

July 17-18 Armory 900 
SW 20th St Ocala FL 

July 24-25 Fairgrounds 
, Deland FL 

July 31-1 Fairgrounds 
2300 N Temple Ave 
Starke FL 

Aug 7-8 Heritage Park 
1901 Chief Osceola 
Park Kissimmee FL 

Aug 14-15 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

Sept 4-5 Auditorium 
625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne FL 

Sept 11-12 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

Sept 18-19 Fairgrounds 
, Deland FL 

Oct 9-10 South Florida 
Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

Oct 16-17 Auditorium 
625 E Hibiscus Blvd 
Melbourne FL 

Nov 13-14 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

Dec 4-5 Hernando Cty 
Fairgrounds US 41 2 Mi 
South Of Brooksville 
Brooksville FL 

Dec 4-5 Fairgrounds , 
Deland FL 

Dec 11-12 Fairgrounds 
CR 42 & 452 Eustis FL 

Dec 18-19 South Flori-
da Fairgrounds 7 Miles 
West Of I95 West Palm 
Beach FL 

Dec 26-27 Fairgrounds 
2497 State Rd 16 W 
Green Cove Springs 
FL 

Georgia 
May 22-23 Jim Miller 
Park 2245 Callaway Rd 
Marietta GA 

July 31-1 Civic Center 
801 Front Ave Mari-
etta

Sept 3-5 Civic Center 
801 Front Ave Mari-
etta

Nov 7-8 North Atlanta 
Trade Center I85 N Exit 
Indian Trail Rd Gwin-
nett County GA 

Nov 6-7 Jim Miller Park 
2245 Callaway Rd Mar-
ietta GA 

Nov 14-15 Fairgrounds 
401 Larry Walker Park-
way Perry 

Idaho 
Sept 18-19 Fairgrounds 
N 4060 Govt Way Coer 
D’alene ID 

Dec 18-19 Fairgrounds 
N 4060 Govt Way Coer 
D’alene ID 

Indiana
May 15-16 Coliseum , 
Fort Wayne IN 

June 4-6 State Fair-
grounds Blue Ribbon 
Building Indianapolis

Aug 27-29 State Fair-
grounds Blue Ribbon 
Building Indianapolis

Oct 22-24 State Fair-
grounds Blue Ribbon 
Building Indianapolis

Nov 28-29 Fairgrounds 
2003 Pleasant St No-
belsville IN 

Kansas 
Oct 9-10 Kansas Coli-
seum , Wichita KS 

Kentucky
Oct 9-10 Cave City 
Convention Center I-65 
Exit 53 Cave City KY 

Louisiana
April 17-18 Civic Cen-
ter , Lake Charles LA 

May 22-23 Lamar-Dix-
on Expo Hall , Gon-
zales 
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June 26-27 Pontchar-
train Center I10 Wil-
liams Blvd Exit Ken-
ner

Maryland
Apr 3-4 Fredrick Fair-
grounds I-70 Exit 55 
Fredrick MD 

July 10-11 Fairgrounds 
I-70 Exit 55 Fredrick 
July 17-18 Showplace 
Arena Route 4 & Route 
301 Upper Marlboro

Sept 18-19 Fairgrounds 
I70 Exit 80 Howard 
County MD 

Nov 6-7 Showplace 
Arena Route 4 & Route 
301 Upper Marlboro 

Nov 13-14 Fairgrounds 
Exit 55 I-70 Fredrick

Maine 
Apr 24-25 Biddleford 
Ice Arena Route 111 
ME Turnpike Exit 4 
Biddeford ME 

Aug 28-29 Augusta 
Civic Center ME Turn-
pike Exit 31A Augusta

Michigan
April 2-3 Showplace , 
Novi MI 

Apr 9-11 Fairgrounds 
US127 & Kipp Rd Lan-
sing MI 

Apr 9-11 Gibraltar 
Trade Center 15525 
Rancho Rd Taylor MI 

Apr 16-18 Gibraltar 
Trade Center 237 N 
River Rd Mt Clemens

Apr 17-18 Delta Plex 
2500 Turner Ave Grand 
Rapids MI 

Apr 24-25 Fairgrounds 
2900 Lake St Kalama-
zoo 

May 1-2 Ice Arena , 
Cheyboygan MI 

May 15-16 Birch Run 
Expo , Birch Run MI 

May 29-30 Fairgrounds 
Bus 127N Harrison MI 

June 12-13 Fairgrounds 
3775 S Custer Rd Mon-
roe MI 

Minnesota 
Apr 17-18 State Fair-
grounds Snelling Ave 
At Como St Paul MN 

May 15-16 Armory , 
Anoka MN 

July 17-18 Armory 
5500 85th Ave Brook-
lyn Park  

Aug 21-22 Sports Com-
plex , Forest Lake MN 

Oct 2-3  State  Fair 
Grounds Snelling Ave 
St Paul MN 

Oct 30-31 State Fair 
Grounds Snelling Ave 
St Paul MN 

Dec 11-12 River Centre 
, St Paul MN 

Missouri
July 23-25 KCI Expo 
Center 11731 N Amas-
sador Kansas City

Montana
Apr 9-11 Fairgrounds , 
Missoula MT 

Apr 16-18 Holiday Inn 
I-90 King Ave Exit Bill-
ings MT 

April 30-2 Butte Plaza 
Mall , Butte MT 

May 29-30 Shrine Au-
ditorium , Billings MT 

June 4-6 Fairgrounds , 
Helena MT 

Aug 21-22 Memorial 
Center , Libby MT 

Aug 27-29 Holiday Inn 
I-90 King Ave Exit Bill-
ings MT 

Oct 1-3 Fairgrounds , 
Missoula MT 

Oct 8-10 Fairgrounds , 
Kalispell MT 

Nov 5-7 Fairgrounds , 
Helena MT 

New Hampshire
Apr 17-18 Everett Ice 
Arena I93 Exit 14 Con-
cord NH 

Apr 17-18 Everett Ice 
Arena I93 Exit 14 Con-
cord NH 

Sept 4-5 Everett Hock-
ey Arena I93 Exit 14 
Concord NH 

Oct 16-17 Radisson Ho-
tel I 293 Exit 5 N Man-
chester NH 

Nevada 
 Apr 16-18 Grand Sierra 
Resort , Reno NV 

May 22-23 Reno-Sparks 
Convention Ctr I80 - US 
395 S 4590 S. Virginia St 
Reno NV 

 July 24-25 Reno-Sparks 
Convention Ctr I80 - US 
395 S 4590 S. Virginia St 
Reno NV 

 Aug 7-8 Cashman Cen-
ter 850 N Las Vegas 
Blvd Las Vegas NV 

August 13-15 Grand Si-
erra Resort , Reno NV 

Nov 5-7 Grand Sierra 
Resort , Reno NV 

New York
April 3-4 The Lodge 
283 Rock Hill Dr Rock 
Hill  

Sept 25-26 The Lodge 
283 Rock Hill Dr Rock 
Hill  

Ohio
 April 3-4 Fairgrounds 
Rt 309 Lima OH 

April 10-11 Woodland 
Mall State Rt 25 Bowl-
ing Green OH 

Apr 17-18 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

Apr 24-25 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 

May 1-2 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

May 1-2 Fairgrounds 
Rt 309 Lima OH 

May 15-16 Woodland 
Mall State Rt 25 Bowl-
ing Green OH 

May 15-16 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 
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June 5-6 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

June 12-13 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 

July 10-11 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 

July 17-18 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

Aug 7-8 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

August 7-8 Franklin 
County Veterans Me-
morial 300 West Broad 
St Columbus OH 

Sept 11-12 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

Sept 25-26 Woodland 
Mall State Rt 25 Bowl-
ing Green OH 

 Oct 2-3 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 

 Oct 2-3 Fairgrounds Rt 
309 Lima OH 

 Oct 9-10 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

 Nov 6-7 Expo Center , 
Columbus 

 Nov 6-7 Fairgrounds 
Rt 309 Lima OH 

 Nov 13-14 Sharonville 
Civic Center I75 Exit 15 
Sharonville OH 

Nov 13-14 Woodland 
Mall State Rt 25 Bowl-
ing Green OH 

Nov 20-21 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

Nov 27-28 Franklin 
County Veterans Me-
morial 300 West Broad 
St Columbus

Dec 11-12 Hara Arena 
1001 Shiloh Springs Rd 
Dayton OH 

Dec 18-19 Sharonville 
Convention Center 
I75 Exit 15 Sharonville 
OH 

Oklahoma
April 10-11 Fairgrounds 
Expo Square 21st Be-
tween Harvard & Yale 
Tulsa OK 

Apr 24-25 Fairgrounds 
3001 General Pershing 
Blvd Oklahoma City 

May 1-2 Fairgrounds 
4145 E 21st St Tulsa 
OK 

May 22-23 Fairgrounds 
920 S Sheridan Rd Law-
ton OK 

June 19-20 Fairgrounds 
Expo Square Tulsa OK 

July 10-11 Fairgrounds 
Expo Square Tulsa OK 

July 31-1 Fairgrounds 
Expo Square Tulsa OK 

Nov 13-14 Fairgrounds 
Expo Square 21st Be-
tween Harvard & Yale 
Tulsa OK 

Oregon  
April 24-25 Fairgrounds 
1 Penniger Rd I-5 Exit 
33 Central Point 

Oct 16-17 Fairgrounds 
1 Penniger Rd I-5 Exit 
33 Central Point OR 

Pennsylvania 
 April 10-11 Conven-
tion Center 135 Mall 
Blvd Monroeville PA 

May 15-16 Expo Center 
422 Business Center 
Oaks PA 

June 11-13 Valley Forge 
Convention Center , 
King Of Prussia PA 

June 12-13 Farm Shop 
Complex I-81 Exit 23 
Harrisburg PA 

Aug 28-29 Expo Center 
422 Business Center 
Oaks PA 

Sept 11-12 Farm Shop 
Complex I-81 Exit 23 
Harrisburg PA 

 Nov 13-14 Expo Center 
422 Business Center 
Oaks PA 

Dec 11-12 Farm Shop 
Complex I-81 Exit 23 
Harrisburg PA 

South Carolina 
Apr 24-25 Carolina 
First Center One Expo 
Ave Greenville SC 

July 24-15 Jamil Shrine 
Temple I26 St Andrews 
Rd Exit (I20) Columbia 
SC 

Sept 18-19 Carolina 
First Center One Expo 
Ave Greenville SC 

Dec 18-19 Carolina 
First Center One Expo 
Ave Greenville SC 

Tennessee 
Apr 17-18 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

May 1-2 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

June 5-6 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

June 12-13 Serendipity 
Market Place 100 Wil-
ton Circle Winchester

July 10-11 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

Aug 7-8 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

Sept 11-12 Serendipity 
Market Place 100 Wil-
ton Circle Winchester

Oct 2-3 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

Nov 6-7 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

Dec 4-5 Fairgrounds 
Wedgewood Ave Nash-
ville TN 

Dec 11-12 Serendipity 
Market Place 100 Wil-
ton Circle Winchester
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Texas
 Apr 3-4 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

April 10-11 Civic Cen-
ter , Live Oak TX 

Apr 10-11 Lone Star 
Convention Center , 
Conroe TX 

Apr 17-18 Convention 
Center , Pasadena TX 

April  24-25 Brown 
Convention Center , 
Houston TX 

May 1-2 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

May 1-2 Harvey Hall , 
Tyler TX 

May 15-16 Civic Center 
, Live Oak TX 

May 15-16 MPEC Ex-
hibit Hall 5th & Burnett 
Wichita Falls TX 

May 22-23 Reliant Hall 
— Astrohall 610 Kirby 
St Houston TX 

May 29-30 Will Rogers 
Memorial Center , Ft 
Worth TX 

May 29-30 Assembly 
Hall I35 Exit 292 Bel-
ton 

June 5-6 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

June 5-6 Convention 
Center , Pasadena TX 

June 12-13 Market Hall 
I35E & Dallas Market 
Center Blvd Dallas TX 

June 19-20 Convention 
Center , Houston TX 

June 19-20 Convention 
Center 7902 Fairmont 
Parkway Pasadena TX 

June 26-27 Harvey Hall 
, Tyler TX 

July 3-4 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

July 3-4 Civic Center , 
Live Oak TX  

July 3-4 Assembly Hall 
I35 Exit 292 Belton TX 

July 24-25 Alzafar 
Shrine Temple , San 
Antonio TX 

Aug 7-8 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

Aug 14-15 Convention 
Center 7902 Fairmont 
Parkway Pasadena TX 

Aug 14-15 Fairgrounds 
, Robstown TX 

Aug 14-15 Civic Center 
, Live Oak TX 

Aug 14-15 MPEC Ex-
hibit Hall 5th & Burnett 
Wichita Falls TX 

 Aug 21-22 Market Hall 
I35E & Dallas Market 
Center Blvd Dallas TX 

Aug 28-29 Pharr Intl 
Convention Center 
3000 N Cage Pharr TX 

Sept 4-5 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

Sept 4-5 Civic Center , 
Live Oak TX 

Sept 11-12 Lone Star 
Convention Center , 
Conroe TX 

Sept 18-19 Brown Con-
vention Center , Hous-
ton TX 

Sept 25-26 Alzafar 
Shrine Temple , San 
Antonio TX 

Oct 2-3 Events Center , 
San Antonio TX 

Oct 2-3 Convention 
Center 7902 Fairmont 
Parkway Pasadena TX 

Oct 9-10 Convention 
Center 3000 N Cage 
Pharr TX 

Oct 9-10 MPEC Ex-
hibit Hall 5th & Burnett 
Wichita Falls TX 

Oct 23-24 Fairgrounds 
, Robstown TX 

Nov 6-7 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

Nov 13-14 Lone Star 
Convention Center , 
Conroe TX 

Nov 20-21 Bell County 
Expo Center I35 Exit 
292 Belton TX 

Nov 27-28 Fairgrounds 
, Robstown TX 

Nov 27-28 Market Hall 
I35E & Dallas Market 
Center Blvd Dallas TX 

Nov 27-28 Civic Center 
, Live Oak TX 

Dec 4-5 Events Center 
, San Antonio TX 

Dec 4-5 MPEC Exhib-
it Hall 5th & Burnett 
Wichita Falls TX 

Dec 11-12 Convention 
Center , Pharr TX 

Dec 18-19 Civic Center 
, Live Oak TX 

Utah
Apri l  17-18  South 
Towne Expo Center 
9575 S. State St Salt 
Lake City UT 

Sept 25-26 South Towne 
Expo Center 9575 S. 
State St Salt Lake City 

Virginia 
Apr 10-11 VFW Post 
1503 Minnieville Rd 
Dale City VA 

Apr 17-18 Conven-
tion Center I-64 Exit 91 
Hampton VA 

Apr 23-25 Expo Center 
, Chantilly VA 

April 23-25 Expo Cen-
ter South Hall Chan-
tilly VA 

April 24-25 National 
Guard Armory 41905 
Loudin Center Place 
Leesburg VA 

June 5-6 VFW Post 1503 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City VA 

July 23-25 Expo Center 
, Chantilly VA 

 Aug 7-8 VFW Post 
1503 Minnieville Rd 
Dale City VA 

Sept 18-19 Convention 
Center I-64 Exit 263-B 
Hampton VA 

Oct 1-3 Expo Center , 
Chantilly VA 
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Oct 2-3 VFW Post 1503 
Minnieville Rd Dale 
City VA 

Nov 6-7 VFW Post 1503 
14631 Minnieville Rd 
Dale City VA 

Nov 19-21 Expo Center 
, Chantilly VA 

Nov 19-21 Expo Center 
South Hall Chantilly

Nov 27-28 Convention 
Center I-64 Exit 263-B 
Hampton VA 

Dec 11-12 VFW Post 
1503 14631 Minnieville 
Rd Dale City VA 

Vermont
April 24-25 American 
Legion Route 7 Pow-
nal 

May 15-16 Ramada Inn 
1380 Putney Rd Brattle-
boro VT 

Aug 28-29  Fenton 
Chester Arena , Lyn-
donville 

Sept 18-19 American 
Legion #26 , White Riv-
er Jct VT 

Sept 25-26 American 
Legion , Chester VT 

Washington
 April 10-11 Little Creek 
Casino 91 W State 
Route 108 Shelton  

Apr 17-18 Fairgrounds 
I-5 Exit 79 Centralia 

 May 8-9 Trac Expo 
Hall I182 & Rd 68 Pasco 
WA 

May 15-16 Fairgrounds 
, Yakima WA 

May 22-23 Fairgrounds 
I-5 Exit 79 Centralia

June 19-20 Fairgrounds 
I-5 Exit 79 Centralia

June 26-27 Red Lion 
Hotel ,  Kennewick 
WA 

July 17-18 Fairgrounds 
I-5 Exit 79 Centralia

August 14-15 Little 
Creek Casino 91 W 
State Route 108 Shel-
ton

Sept 11-12 Trac Expo 
Hall 6600 Burden Blvd 
I-182 & Rd 68 Pasco 

Sept 11-12 Fairgrounds 
2555 N National Ave 
Centralia WA 

Sept 25-26 Little Creek 
Casino 91 W State 
Route 108 Shelton 

Oct 9-10 Fairgrounds 
2555 N National Ave 
Centralia

Oct 16-17 Fairgrounds 
, Walla Walla WA 

Nov 13-14 Fairgrounds 
, Yakima WA 

Nov 13-14 Fairgrounds 
2555 N National Ave 
Centralia

November 27-28 Little 
Creek Casino 91 W 
State Route 108 Shel-
ton 

Dec 11-12 Fairgrounds 
2555 N National Ave 

Wisconsin 
 April 2-3 Marriot Hotel 
, Middleton WI 

Apr 9-11 Antigo Ice 
Arena , Antigo WI 

Apr 23-25 Expo Forum 
, Waukesha WI 

May 14-16 Fairgrounds 
19805 Durand Ave 
Union Grove WI 

May 28-30 Ice Arena , 
Eagle River WI 

June 18-20 Expo Forum 
, Waukesha WI 

July 30-31 4-H Expo Fo-
rum , Waukesha WI 

Oct 30-31 Fairgrounds 
, West Bend WI 

Nov 6-8 Cedar Creek 
Mall 10101 Market St 
Rothschild WI 

Nov 13-15 Expo Forum 
, Waukesha WI 

Dec 4-6 Fairgrounds 
Sunnyview Conven-
tion Center Oshkosh

Dec 11-13 Sports Com-
plex 6000 W Ryan Rd 
Franklin WI 

Dec 18-20 Expo Forum 
, Waukesha WI 

West Virginia
April 16-18 Raleigh 
Cty Civic Center Rt 19 
Beckley WV 

April 23-25 Armory 
I-64/77 Exit 99 Charles-
ton

That’s it for Gun 
Shows for this issue 
issue. For a complete 
calendar go to www.

Bdarn.com

June 11-13 Raleigh 
Cty Civic Center Rt 19 
Eisenhower Dr Beck-
ley 

June 18-20 National 
Guard Armory Coon-
skin Drive Charleston

Aug 6 -8  Nat iona l 
Guard Armory Coon-
skin Drive Charleston

Aug 13-15 Raleigh 
Cty Civic Center Rt 19 
Eisenhower Dr Beck-
ley 

Sept 24-26 National 
Guard Armory Coon-
skin Drive Charleston

Oct 8-10 Raleigh Cty 
Civic Center Rt 19 
Beckley WV 

Oct 29-31 National 
Guard Armory Coon-
skin Drive Charleston

Nov 12-14 Raleigh Cty 
Civic Center Rt 19 And 
Eisenhower Dr Beck-
ley

Dec 10-12 Raleigh Cty 
Civic Center Rt 19 And 
Eisenhower Dr Beck-
ley 

Dec 17-19 National 
Guard Armory Coon-
skin Drive Charleston

Wyoming
June 11-12 Riley Arena 
, Cody WY 
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Calendar Of Field Trials & Hunt Tests

ALABAMA
April 2-4 Montgom-
ery Retriever Club Tri-
al State Cattle Ranch 
Greensboro AL Mike 
Crow Mathews AL 
mike.crow@brasleyal-
len.com 334-495-1152 

COLORADO
May 21-23 Rocky Moun-
tain Retriever Club Trial 
Teal Lodge & Ruland 
Farms Orchard CO 
Theodore Shih Golden 
CO theoshih@aol.com 
303-475-2981 

May 28-30 Centennial 
Retriever Club Trial 

com 
MICHIGAN

May 7-9 Flat River Re-
triever Club Trial Fen-
wick MI Lou Vreeland 
Conklin MI vreeland-
skywatch@aol.com 616-
899-2417 

June 27 Fort Detroit 
Golden Retriever Club 
Working Dog Certifi-
cate Omega Farm Wil-
liamston MI Peg Burlett 
Aliquippa PA agold-
coin@aol.com 724-573-
0148 www.fdgrc.org 

July 24-25 Fort Detroit 
Golden Retriever Club 
Hunt Test Omega Farm 
Williamston MI Peg 
Burlett Aliquippa PA 
dbauman@timesnet.
net 724-573-0148 www.
fdgrc.org 

MINNESOTA
May 14-16 Hennepin 
County Amateur Re-
triever Club Trial Ben-
ton Retriever Grounds 
Hwy 95 Princeton MN 
Wayne Anderson Loret-
to MN wa4122@yahoo.
com 763-498-7562 

May 21-23 Minnesota 
Field Trial Association 
Trial Benton Retriever 
Grounds Princeton MN 
Linda Tobler Blaine MN 
matobl@aol.com 763-
784-4434 

MISSOURI
April 16-18 Kansas 
City Retriever Club 
Trial Wood Dale Farm 
1400 W. Henry Sedalia 
MO Stephaine Batman 

R u n n i n g  G ro u n d s 
Mead CO Barbara 
Howard Longmont CO 
howardtarrtan@gmail.
com 303-828-9299 

FLORIDA
April 2-4 Womens Field 
Trial Retriever Club 
Trial Red Dog Ranch 
Madison FL Priscilla 
Johnson Naples FL pris-
cillabob@hotmail.com 
239-261-4863 

GEORGIA
May 7-9 Tall  Pines 
Retriever Club Trial 
Leesburg GA Linden 
Dunaway Thomasville 
GA dunaway@rose.net 
229-226-8397 

INDIANA
April 23-25 Michiana 
Retriever Club Trial Pri-
vate Grounds Peru IN 
Dolly Cada Highland 
IN adac41@sbcglobal.
net 219-924-8932 

KENTUCKY
May 7-9 Lincoln Trial 
Retriever Club Trial 
West Ky WMA Gra-
hamville KY Jeanne 
Garland Defiance MO 
cgarland000@century-
tel.net 636-828-5284 

MARYLAND
April 2-4 Talbot Retriev-
er Club Trial Running 
Grounds Trappe MD 
Phyllis McGinn Oxford 
MD trippecreek@atlan-
ticbb.net 410-822-9222 

April 30-2 Labrador Re-
triever Club Trial Rebel 
Ridge Farms Elkton MD 
Lois Gebrian Townsend 
DE zoomeranger@com-
cast.net 302-750-0025 

May 28-30 Del Bay Re-
triever Club Trial Rebel 
Ridge Farms Elkton MD 
Lois Gebrian Townsend 
DE zoomeranger@com-
cast.net 302-750-0025 
delbayretriever.tripod.
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Lacygne KS afchomer@
peoplestelecom.net 913-
757-2575 

MISSISSIPPI
April 23-25 Memphis 
Amateur Retriever 
Club Trial 6209 Hwy 
51 South Hernando MS 
Jan Bunn Lake Cormo-
rant MS jcbunn@aol.
com 662-429-5966 

MONTANA
May 14-16 Jackson Hole 
Retriever Club Trial 
Shadowland Ranch 
48945 Val ley View 
Road Ronan MT Anna 
Calvert Charlo MT 
calvert@blackfoot.net 
406-644-2706 

NEBRASKA
April 30 Nebraska Dog 
& Hunt Club Retriever 
Trial Club Grounds Lin-
coln NE Heidi Hen-
ningson Springfield NE 
buroak@inebraska.com 
403-658-8389 

May 7-9 Missouri Val-
ley Hunt Club Retriever 
Trial South of Valley 
Valley NE Barb Far-
rell Omaha NE flying_
dogs@hotmail.com 402-
553-4095 www.moval-
leyhuntclub.org 

NEW JERSEY
April 23-25 Shrewsbury 
River Retriever Club 
Trial Robbinsville NJ 
Phyllis McGinn Oxford 
MD trippecreek@atlan-

ticbb.net 410-822-9222 

May 21-23 Long Island 
Retriever Club Trial 
Winslow Farms Win-
slow NJ Melissa Lemoi 
Easton PA mmlemoi@
yahoo.com 610-253-
2236 

NEW YORK
April 23-25 Empire 
Retriever Club Trial 
Tonawanda WMA Ala-
bama NY Dr Richard 
Thoma Akron NY ta-
cac@earthlink.net 716-
542-4404 

OKLAHOMA
April 23-25 North Texas 
Retriever Club Trial Jud 
Little Ranch Springer 
OK Dr Edward Aycock 
Sanger TX edaycock@
hotmail.com 940-458-
3994 

April 30-2 Sooner Re-
triever Club Trial Circle 
C Ranch Wayne OK Bill 
Cummins Jr Noble OK 
405-872-8934 

OREGON
April 30-2 Rogue Val-
ley Retriever Club Trial 
Denman Game WMA 
White City OR Pam 
Bryant Medford OR 
541-779-1524 

TENNESSEE
April 16-18 Middle Ten-
nessee Am Retriever 
Club Trial Percy Priest 
WMA LaVergne TN 
Charlotte Kaiser Hazel 
Green AL cakaiser@att.
net 256-828-3623 

TExAS
April 16-18 Brazosport 
Retriever Club Trial Red 
Bird Farm Montgomery 
TX Rex Gibson Katy TX 
secretary@brcdogs.org 
281-392-0492 

VIRGINIA
April 30-2 Tidewater 
Retriever Club Trial 
Richmond VA Linda 
Downey Midlothian  
linda.tidewater@hot-
mail.com 804-794-8212 

May 14-16 Blue Ridge 
Retriever Club Trial 
Ferguson property 4526 
Brink Road Emporia VA 
Nancy Thomas Mineral 
VA 540-894-0910 

WASHINGTON
April 9-11 Northwest 
Retriever Club Trial 
Monroe & Duvall Car-
nation WA Carolyn 
Scheldrup Snohomish  
rscheldrup@kendra.
com 360-568-9587 

May 14-16 Spokane 
Retriever Club Trial 
Club Running Grounds 
Espanola WA Nancy 
Hanlon Cheney WA ar-
magh1@intergate.com 
509-239-4547 

WISCONSIN 
April 30-2 Wiscon-
s in  Amateur  Fie ld 
Trial Club Trial Club 
Grounds Highway 33 & 
Nobel RD Horicon WI 
Judy Powers Sheboy-
gan WI jpljd@aol.com 
414-565-3441 

May 7-9 Madison Re-
triever Club Trial Rod-
Hook Lake Hwy 138 & 
Hauge Rd Oregon WI 
Susan Exo Verona WI 
susanexo@tds.net 608-
845-6985 

WYOMING
May 7-9 Northern Utah 
Retriever Club Trial 
Castle Rock Land & 
Livestock 16 Miles 
South Of Evanston WY 
John Schmidt Lindon 
UT jas@xmission.com 
801-362-3841 

That’s it for dog 
events for this 

issue issue. For a 
complete calendar 
go to www.Bdarn.

com
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Birds In The Pan

Place ducks in sauce pan, cover with water, and simmer until tender (approx. 1 hour).  Remove 
ducks and cut into bite size pieces and reserve broth.  Peel shrimp and boil heads and peels in 2 
quarts of water for 30 minutes; strain through cheese cloth and reserve broth.  Melt butter and 
bacon drippings (or oil) in a heavy skillet over medium high heat. Stirring constantly, add the flour 
and brown until the color of an old copper penny. (Be careful as this roux is often called Cajun 
Napalm and can cause serious burns)  Reduce heat to medium and add garlic, bell peppers, celery, 
and chopped onions to the roux and stir until the vegetables become soft.  Allow the roux and 
vegetables to cool down some and add tomato paste and undrained tomatoes (coarsely chop the 
tomatoes) and stir well.  Add equal amounts of duck and shrimp broth until consistency is that 
of a thick stew.  Add the remaining seasonings and simmer covered for at least one hour.  Add 
duck 45 minutes before serving and shrimp 15 minutes before serving.  Add additional stock to 
maintain thick consistency.  About 10 minutes before serving add 1 Tbs. file’ powder and stir well.  
Serve over hot cooked rice.

DUCK AND SHRIMP GUMBO

2 Duck breasts (4 pieces--preferably mallards)
2 large bunches of green onions, chopped
1 1/2 cups small unpeeled shrimp                    
1/2 cup butter                                                 
1/2 cup bacon drippings (or peanut oil)              
3/4 to 1 cup all purpose flour                             
3-4 cloves minced garlic                                   
3 large bell peppers                                           
2 cups chopped celery                                       
2 cups chopped onion                                        

1 Tbs. File’ powder                                             
2 ea. 6 oz. cans of tomato paste
1 ea. 16 oz. can of tomatoes
1 tsp. oregano 
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
2 tsp. MSG
1 tsp. seasoned salt
1 tsp. black pepper
1 tsp. parsley flakes
1/2 tsp. thyme

Ingredients

6 Whole quail (with skin on or skinless)
Marinade:
1 1/4 cup white wine                                
1/2 cup of honey                                     
1/4 cup melted butter                              
1 Tbs. olive oil                                         
2 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1 Tbs. tarragon
2 Cloves fresh garlic minced
6 Green onions and their tops chopped

GRILLED QUAIL WITH HONEY & TARRAGON MARINADE
Ingredients

Split quail in half lengthwise.  Place halves in mari-
nating pan and pour marinade over birds being sure that 
both sides are coated.  Refrigerate overnight.  Remove 
quail from marinating pan and grill birds over medium 
hot coals. Heat remaining marinade enough to melt butter 
and mix thoroughly.  While quail are cooking, baste birds 
with marinade.  Cook evenly on both sides to medium 
well doneness.  Quail should be cooked completely but 
still juicy and not overdone.
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Advertising Rates

Don’t know if the net will pay off for you? 
It only costs $120/year to find out.

Call any of our advertisers in this magazine, they are also on 
our web pages, ask them about the advertising with Bird Dog 
& Retriever News. They’ll tell you the great benefits of being 
on the net. Put your product or kennel where it can get seen. We 
get a million hits a month. 

Go to our website www.Bdarn.com to start or give us a call.

We offer quarter pay at no extra 
charge, either online or billed

Your ad goes in the magazine AND on our internet web site. Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue 
rate. All ads include one color picture on the internet site we set-up for you. Advertising deadline: the 
15th of the month prior to the issue date: Jan 15, March 15, May 15, July 15, Sept 15, Nov 15. The entire 
magazine is online for free. You can read our magazine online or print out a copy for yourself all for 
FREE!
Price per year, divide by 4 for single issue rates
25 Word Classifieds $160 Additional words $2 each (Contact name, city, state and phone “together” count as 1 word)

1”/Yr     $180   2 1/4” x 1”
2”/Yr    $200  2 1/4” x 2”
1/9 page/Yr $220   2 1/4” x 3”
Display ads over 1/9 page will be in the article/news portion of the magazine AND listed under their heading in marketplace.

1/6 page/Yr $240   4 3/4” x 2 1/4”
1/4 page/Yr $260  Wide 4 3/4” x 3 1/2” Tall 4 3/4” x 3 1/2”
1/3 page/Yr $280  Wide 7 1/4” x 3”   Tall 9 1/2” x 2 1/4”
1/2 Page/Yr $300  Wide 7 1/4” x 4 3/4” Tall 9 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
2/3 Page/Yr $320  Wide 7 1/4” x 6 1/2” Tall 9 1/2” x 4 3/4” 
1 Page/Yr $360  9 1/2” x 7 1/4”     Cover $400/Yr 
Internet web links or buttons (Plus a listing in the magazine) $120/Yr
Full color internet page see front page (Plus an ad in the magazine) $360/Yr
Domain name site ($360 page with yourbusiness.com) as the web address $400/Yr 
You can pay with a credit card online either annually or quarterly on our website just click on  ADV WITH US
Agency Commission: 15% of gross billing allowed to recognized advertising agencies, account must be 
paid within 30 days of invoice.

$120/Yr for web only link

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Brown breasts in butter and place in a casserole pan and sprinkle with onion 
salt. Saute onion and parsley in skillet, while adding more butter then add to the casserole dish. Stir re-
maining ingredients together in a skillet and bring to a boil.
Pour ingredients ver the breasts, cover and bake for 1 hour.
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AMERICAN WATER
 SPANIELS

JUST DUCKY KENNEL: AWS 
puppies -  AKC registered 
whelped 1/7/09 Pet and gun dog 
homes. Ready to go - some are 
fetching pigeons and swimming. 
Dewclaws removed, de-wormed 
and first shots $600.00 and up. 
Edgefield, SC, spanieltrainer@
yahoo.com Just Ducky Kennel 
& Spaniel Training Academy, 79 
Wood Duck Drive - Edgefield, 
SC 29824,  803- 637-2007

www.boykinspaniel.com

BOYKIN SPANIELS

J & L BOYKIN SPANIELS: For 
information on upcoming lit-
ters, stud service, training or 
just want to talk about the “little 
brown dogs” just call Jan or 
Larry Hinchman, Hammond, 
WI 715-796-5251 

www.Bdarn.com/jl

BRITTANYS

CROIXDALE BRITTANYS: 
Breeding Fld. Ch. Kay-Cee Ban-
dit bloodlines Since 1973. Con-
tact Jim Long, 208 W. Ash St, 
Roberts, WI 54023 715-749-3158

www.Bdarn.com/croix

DOUBLE D’s BRITTANYS: 
Pups, Breeding Ban-Dee and 
Brandy’s Bullet Bloodlines thru 
Ramarda’s Trademark, 94 & 95 
Nat’l Proven Gun Dogs Parents 
OFA Certified MN State Health 
Guarantee. 8931 Hamilton Ave 
NE, Monticello, MN 55362 763-
295-3801 

www.doubledsbrittanys.tripod.com

QUAIL HOLLOW KENNEL: 
Steve Del Rossi  Salem, NJ 856-
935-3459

www.quailhollowkennel.com

TAINTER CREEK BRITTANYS: 
AKC, OFA Breeding Stock; Hunt-
ed on Ruffed Grouse, Woodcock, 
-Pheasants and Quail; Pups 
and Stud service. Bruce & Sue 
Ristow, Soldiers Grove, WI 608-
624-3296, britts@mwt.net

www.Bdarn.com/tainter

DRAHTHAARS

VDD Group North America: 
See our display adv on page 15. 
Brighton, IL  618-372-3156

www.VDD-GNA.org

ENGLISH COCKERS

KERYGMA COCKERS: puppies 
available August 15th, Availabil-
ity update - 1 female (white and 
liver) 4 males Randall Jahnke, 
Dodge City, KS, 620-227-6179

www.kerygmacockers.com

WILLOW CREEK KENNELS: 
Working English Cocker pups. Ex-
cellent health dog. Excellent Flush-
ing retriever all around great dogs. 
John & Gina Stoutenburgh, 22135 
State Highway 1 NE, Thief River 
Falls, MN 56701 218-681-7759

www.workingenglishcockers.com

ENGLISH SETTERS

BERG BROS SETTERS: Scott 
Berg  St Cloud, MN 763-421-
4778

www.settersunlimited.com/bergbros

BUCKEYE KENNELS: Profes-
sional trainer and breeding since 
1955. See our dogs and our train-
ing products on our website. 
Dick Geswein, Waterloo OH 
740-643-0148  buckeyebirdog@
yahoo.com

www.buckeyebirdogs.com

CINSAR KENNELS: Our pup-
pies are socialized and they 
remain in our kennels more 
then four months, they will be 
put in birds.Thomas Rasnic, Lee 
County VA 276-346-2811

www.cinsarkennels.com

DeCOVERLY KENNEL: Ken 
Alexander, Factoryville, PA 717-
378-3357

www.decoverlykennels.com

FLANAGAN SPRINGS KEN-
NEL: Ryman and Pinecoble 
Lines, Loring Daugherty, Win-
chester, KY 859-745-2702

www.flanaganspringskennel.com

GROUSE RIDGE SETTERS: See 
our display adv on page 12. Pete 
& Katie Flanagan Oxford, NY 607-
334-4920

www.grouseridgesetters.com

HAVELOCK SETTERS: Marian 
& Kerry Schorsch, New Eng-
land, ND 701-579-4703

www.esetter.com

JIM’S ENGLISH SETTERS: Jim 
and Eva Bailey, 377 Gose Branch 
Road,West Liberty, KY 606-743-
4257

www.jimsenglishsetters.com

Marketplace

FLYING O RANCH
Brittanys for sale
For a quality quail hunt. 

Quality Brittanys and Point-
ers, training available.

www.flyingodog.com

Eddie & Betty Orms
Ore City, TX 
903-762-2148
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LAKE HOLLOW SETTERS: 
JERRY KREBS, Caldwell, ID     
208-459-0545      

www.lakehollowsetters.com

OAKY POINT KENNELS: 
Oaky@nethwy.com, Brian Sul-
livan, Dillion, SC 843-752-9351 

www.profundis.com/oakypoint.html

SETTER HILLS GUNDOGS: 
Jan Turner, Willmar, MN 320-
231-2507

www.setterhills.com

SETTERLAND Setters: Great 
pups now available call 320-493-
7974 Eagle Bend, MN

www.bdarn.com/setterland

FRENCH BRITTANYS

PLUM CREEK KENNELS: See 
our display adv on the page 55. 
Bill & Kathy Dillion, Armour, SD 
605-724-2358

www.french-brittany.com

GERMAN 
SHORTHAIRED 

POINTERS

AUTUMN BREEZE KENNELS: 
See our display adv on page 5. 
Call Ed 320-679-8218 (MN)

www.ABKvc.com

BARNICK KENNELS: Taking 
deposits for upcoming litters. 
Call George & Sharon, Edison, 
NJ 908-412-6592 gbarnick@
cs.com

www.Bdarn.cmo/barnick

HUNTEMUPKENNELS: Cap 
Anderson, El Dorado KS & AZ 
316-644-8161

www.huntemupkennels.com

MORNINGSTAR SHORT-
HAIRS: Bill Paul  Waterford, 
CT, 860-444-6486
www.morningstarshorthairs.netkennel.com

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby 
Rust 785-476-2488 Kensington, 
KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

T.T.  GUNDOG’S:  Tommie 
Thompson, McPherson, KS 
888-655-3910 See our display ad 
on page 21. 

www.Bdarn.com/tt

THOMAS SHORTHAIRS: Ger-
man Shorthair Male Completely 
Finished Steady Natural Re-
triever. Will turn six in Novem-
ber 2009.  AKC Registered does 
it all $1,500.00 Boone, NC 828-
2644-252 marsha59@charter.net

www.bdarn.com/thomas

THUNDERHEAD GSPS: Ron 
& Debbie Stott, Green Bay, WI, 
920-434-5545

www.thunderheadgsps.com

VAN HORN KENNELS:  We 
specialize in breeding, train-
ing, and selling quality German 
Shorthair Pointers; puppies and 
starter dogs are most always 
available. Crosby, MN 218-546-
7018 

www.bdarn.com/vanhorn

WINDWALKER KENNEL: Phillip 
& Anne Mathiowetz, Goodhue, 
MN 651-923-4348

www.windwalkerkennel.com

GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTERS

CAN-AM KENNELS: Allison’s 
German Wirehaired Pointers: 
Stylish, Versatile dogs bred for 
hunting, Outstanding natural 
abilities-upland game and water-
fowl. NAVHDA line and proven 
breedings. Pups and started dogs. 
Hunter and Guide references 
available. Silver Harycki, Rt 2, 
Thorp, WI 54771 (715) 669-3001

www.bdarn.com/canam

GET MY POINT KENNELS: 
Easy going, versatile, upland 
and waterfowl  hunting dog. 
Pups available, call for info John 
Faskell, New London WI, 920-
982-5436

www.Bdarn.com/getmypointkennels

RAVEN ROAD KENNELS: If 
you are looking for the ultimate 
hunting dog, an extremely loyal 
family member, and a pet with 
personality, then you have come 
to the right place. Kevin and Ju-
lie Studnicka, Belle Plaine, MN 
952-873-6802

www.Bdarn.com/ravenroad

GOLDEN RETRIEVER

www.bdarn.com/dakotagoldens/

www.greenmeadowretrievers.com
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WILDFIRE GOLDENS: Roz Wil-
son/Pat   Murphy, Montgomery, 
MN,507-744-4245, Field Golden 
Puppies and Started dogs.

www.wildfiregoldens.com
GORDON SETTERS

MELROSE GORDON SETTERS: 
Breeding Gordons for 25 years, 
our Gordons are classy, hard 
hunting bird dogs with out-
standing personalities, making 
great companions. Full guaran-
tee. Russ Guevel, Bates City, MO 
816-633-7364 

www.Bdarn.com/melrose
LABRADOR 
RETRIEVERS

BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: 
Two new litters Chocolate, Black 
and Yellow Labrador Retrievers 
in North Carolina for Field Trial-
ing, Hunt Test and Hunting for 
25 years. Jessie and Helen Crisp, 
Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.bdarn.com/bentwood

BROWNS SPRING RIVER RE-
TRIEVERS: Available soon a 
great litter with 48 champion ti-
tles in these two dogs combined 
pedigrees.   Both are extremely 
intelligent, driven, hunting ma-
chines.Carla Brown, Monett, 
MO 417-235-8241

www.BDarn.com/browns

CAROLINA TARHEEL RE-
TRIEVERS: Our goal is to breed 
healthy retrievers for hunting 
and hunting tests, or just a long 
lasting friend. Keith & Julie Jor-
dan, Creswell, NC 252-797-5326 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina

KIRBY LABRADORS: Breeding 
and training of labrador retriev-
ers for hunting, hunt testing, and 
field trials. See our litters on our 
website. Gene Kirby, High Point, 
NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

LABRADOUGHERTYS: Home 
of GMHR Reverand Wichita 
Thunder. Offering Lab pups of 
all colors. John & Roc Dough-
erty, Corry, PA 814-664-7964 

www.labradoughertys.labradors.com

LABS OF COTTONHOLLOW: 
Chocolate and Yellow labs. Our 
dogs are selected and bred for 
temperament, hunting ability 
and field trial/hunt test stock. 
Kirk & Sally Geisler, Rigby, ID 
208-745-6798

www.Bdarn.com/cottonhollow

LONG HOLLOW RETRIEVERS: 
Labs and Pointing Labs pups 
and training. Ryan Fortier, El-
lensburg WA 509-929-4031

www.longhollowretrievers

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: 
Tim Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 
252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com

RED ROCK GUN DOGS: Tim 
& Staci Galeazzi, Knoxville, IA 
515-321-9629

www.redrockgundogs.com

ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahl-
berg Wheatridge CO 303-232-
0456

www.rolida.com

SWIFT CREEK LABRADORS: 
American,British, and pointing 
Labs. OFA/CERF/DNA/NFC 
bloodlines.Field bred Labs that 
hunt with the best. Paul Swift, 
Harrisburg, MO 573-874-6065  

www.swiftcreeklabs.com  

TROUT CREEK RETRIEVERS: 
Quality Labrador puppies and 
started dogs from field trial and 
hunting lines. Litters available 
throughout most of the year. Su-
perb natural abilities and good 
looks. Joe and Mary Wohlleber, 
Rhinelander, WI 715-282-5471

www.troutcreekretrievers.com

LLEWELLIN SETTERS

BONASA BROOK LLEWEL-
LINS: Jim Thomas, Kewanee, IL 
309-852-0611

www.bonasabrookllewellins.com

HICKS LLEWELLIN SETTERS: 
Jud Hicks, Borger TX 806-274-
9035 

www.notjusthorses.com/
LlewellinSetters.htm

LLEWELLIN SETTER PUPS/
STARTED PUPS/STUD SER-
VICE. Classic New England 
grouse dogs. Natural hunting 
abilities. Foot hunters ultimate 
bird dog. Wonderful tempera-
ments. Experienced Breeder. 
Alton, New Hampshire. 603-
875-8804. birddog@worldpath.
net

www.Bdarn.com/littleriver

SHALGO SETTERS:  George 
or Jackie Tate 540-892-5646 
or e-mail Shalgo@verizon.net 
Goodview, VA

www.shalgosetters.com

W I L L I A M S - C H A P M A N 
LLEWELLIN: Wilbur Williams, 
Lincoln, IL 217-732-2237

www.williams-llewellins.com

POINTERS

BAILEY FARMS: Nard Bailey, 
Alturas, CA 888-233-3102

www.baileyfarms.net

PHILLIPS’ HONEYS: “Home of 
the Best Bred Bitches in Amer-
ica” My dogs are all broke to 
wing and shot and I expect them 
to handle.Dr Bobby M Phillips, 
Jonesborough TN 423-477-7098

www.Bdarn.com/phillips
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POINTING 
LABRADORS

JIMSANNIK POINTING  DOGS: 
Jim Helm, Ord, NE 308-728-
7926

www.jimsanikpointingdogs.com

SNAKE RIVER POINTING 
LABS: Producing Excellent 
Hunting, Pointing, Retrieving 
Pups for Upland and Water 
Fowl. All Sires and Dams are 
hunted avidly! AKC, APLA, 
CERF, OFA. “Money Back Point-
ing Guarantee” and owners 
can KEEP THE DOG, NOT 
REPLACE IT. Max Fowler, Hey-
burn, ID 208-678-9224 

www.snakeriverpointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Ben-
ton, MN 507-368-4306

www.turkeycreeklabradors.com
RED/IRISH SETTERS

CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS 
INC: The best Field Irish Setters 
in the World. Three year un-
conditional warranty. Dogs are 
AKC and FDSB registered. Paul 
Ober, Reading, PA 610-378-0121 
800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

SPANIELS

VALLEY CREEK KENNELS: 
Field Bred English Springers: 
Puppies, started, excellent tem-
peraments, health guaranteed 
FC-NFC bloodlines. Scott or 
Laurie Eckstein 920-836-2928, 
Larsen, WI

www.valleycreekkennel.com

VIZSLAS

BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and 
Linda Busch, Home of DC AFC 
Askim, Winnebago, IL 815-335-
7673

www.buschvizslas.com

FOX RUN KENNELS:  3yr. 
old, female Visla excellent on 
Grouse ,Woodcock, and Pheas-
ant. $1500.00 Also other upland 
bird dogs for sale. email: eders-
foxrun@live.com 320-360-5568 
or 320-679-2568 

www.foxrunkennel.net

ROZANEK KENNELS: home of 
the REBEL ROUSERS. Hunters, 
field trialer, and family disposi-
tion. 1-402-352-8769 Hank Ro-
zanek, Schuyler, NE

www.rozanekkennels.com

GAME BIRDS

DEWITT’S GAME FARM: See 
our display ad on page 33. Chris 
DeWitt, Ellerbe, NC 910-997-
1023

www.dgfbirds.com

GAME BIRDS for sale: Flight 
conditioned Bobwhite Quail, 
Ringneck Pheasants, Chukar 
Patridges. Pickup at the farm, 
Darwin Laitenberger, Minn. 
Lake, MN 507-462-3589

www.Bdarn.com/laiten

 

DECOYS

Sand Prairie Quail Farm

Maquoketa, IA 52060

Dale & Becky Davidson
9690 224th Ave

A-I Tested
NPIP Approved
Member NAGA

Ph 563-652-5407
Fax 563-652-4287

www.Bdarn.com/sandprairie

QUAIL - CHUKAR CHICKS
Quail-37¢ Chukar-81¢ (with a 1000 order) 

WOLFE’S GAMEBIRD HATCHERY
1398 Hunters Grove Rd, Brookville, PA 15825 

(814) 849-3430

www.Bdarn.com/wolfes

Chicks shipped anywhere in the U.S.A. Guaranteed live deliv-
ery. Write or call for price list and ordering instructions. 
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www.bdarn.com/havenvalley 

2433 RT2 209
WURTSBORO, NY 12790
845-888-0402

gmbrittanies@yahoo.com

Maximus Deadly Duck 2-Man 
portable blind. Be in the HOT 
Spot with quick  assemble pan-
els. Shoot from sitting for in-
creased success. 2 way trap 
door. EZ-FAB Mesh is excellent 
concealment with natural veg-
etation. Works on late season 
Mallards. 509-545-8000

www.AeroOutdoors.com
GUNS

BILL HANUS GUNS: See our 
display adv on page: 16 Bill 
Hanus, Newport OR 541-265-
7433

www.billhanusbirdguns.com

HUNTS

BIG SPUR LODGE: See our 
display adv on page 9. Bill and 
Kathy Dillon 605-724-2358

www.bigspur.com 

 GRANTS CAMPS: Hunt for 
Grouse and Woodcock in the com-
mercial forest of Western Maine. 
Fly fishing available in October. 
Upscale dining facilities and cab-
ins. Serving Sportsman continu-
ally since 1905. Grant’s Kennebago 
Camps, Inc. PO Box 786, Rangeley, 
ME 04970 1-800-633-4815 

www.GrantsCamps.com

PARK FALLS WISCONSIN: See 
our display adv on page 17. 800-
762-2709

www.parkfalls.com

PHEASANT CREEK HUNT-
ING: Dick Smith, Vivian, SD 
888-225-4326

www.pheasantcreekhunting.com

ROCKY BAY KENNEL & HUNT 
CLUB: We can help start pups at 
our Pine City, MN Hunt Club - We 
now also offer sporting clays! Call 
Al or Val Berg, Rocky Bay Kennels 
& Hunt Club, Pine City, MN 55063 
320-629-1094

www.rockybayhuntclub.com

WILD WING: See our display 
adv on page 13 Sturgis, KY 270-
965-0026

www.Wildwingskennel.com

TRAILERS/BOxES

ALUM-LINE INC: Dog boxes 
and trailers. The best in style, 
comfort and value. Durable alu-
minum construction. Many stan-
dard and custom models avail-
able. Cresco IA, 800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com

 CANINE CARGO CARRIER: a 
new concept in dog, ATV, snow-
mobile and cargo transporta-
tion. John Faskell 920-427-7774   
email: getmypointllc@live.com
www.bdarn.com/getmypointkennels/

cargo.html

DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-
294-6582. See our display ad on 
page 33.

www.deer-creek.org

JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 
Patsy Jones, Woodson, TX, 800-
336-0360

www.jonestrailer.com

TRAINING

BIG SPUR LODGE: See our 
display adv on page 9. Bill & 
Kathy Dillion 605-724-2358 bill@
bigspur.com

www.bigspur.com

HIGH FLY’N KENNELS: Greg/
Carla Fryar, Elko, MN 612-840-
8013

www.highflynkennels.com

KIRBY MOUNTAIN KENNELS: 
We have developed a no non-
sense and effective way to train 
dogs. John Hayes, Burke, VT 
802-626-5282 

www.kirbymountainkennels.com

MILES AND MILES DOG 
TRAINING: Daniel Miles, Glad-
stone, MO 64118  816-436-2310

www.milesandmilesdogs.come

www.wildfeatherhunt.com
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SUPPLY

COLLAR CLINIC: New and Re-
conditioned e-collars-Buy, Sell, 
Trade, Repair, Accessories. Free 
color catalog 1-800-430-2010 See 
our display ad on page 23.

www.CollarClinic.com

DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 
800-338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com

GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-
0167

www.godevil.com

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display 
adv on page 16, Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: #1 
Tri-tronics, Innotek & D.T. Sys-
tems dealer. Complete gundog 
training supplies since 1973. 
Mailorder or online. Free Cata-
log 800-662-5202           

www.lcsupply.com

TRI-TRONICS: See our display 
adv on the back cover.

www.tritronics.com

ZOOM PET SUPPLEMENTS: 
See our Display Adv on page 25.  
Ph 800-876-8660

www.zoomdogsupplements.com

MISCELLANEOUS

MOURER FOSTER INC: See our 
display adv on page 20. 800-686-
2663

www.mourerfoster.com 

A d v e r t i s e 
with us at 
Bird Dog & 
R e t r i e v e r 
News. Ads 
start at $10 a 
month.

That’s it for this issue... see you again  in a few weeks... 
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The Last Laugh

Duck Hunting 
Lawyer

A big time lawyer from New 
York went duck hunting in Kan-
sas. He shot a duck while it was 
in the air. It happen to land in a 
field next to were he was hunting. 
Across a fence.

A farmer was in the field with 
his tractor and saw it land on his 
side. The lawyer climb the fence to 
go get the duck.

As he reach for it. The farmer 
said. Put that down. That’s my 
duck. The lawyer said no it’s not. 
I shot it. It’s mine. The farmer said 
it landed on my field it’s mine.

The lawyer told the farmer 
that he was the best lawyer in N.Y. 
and he would sue him for every 
thing he has.

The farmer said in Kansas we 
don’t sue people to settle dispute. 
We do by the 1,2, 3 kick.

The lawyer said. The 1, 2, 3 
kick. What’s that.

The farmer said we kick each 
other until one give up. And the 
one who give up first can have 
the duck.

The lawyer was a body builder 
also. As he size up the farmer as he 
got off his tractor. He agreed to the 
1, 2, 3 kick.

The farmer said. I get to go 
first. Cause the duck landed in my 
field. The lawyer said OK.

Well the farmer kick him in 
the growing and the lawyer bent 
over in pain. Then the farmer kick 

him in the nose. All most took it 
off. As the lawyer tried to get up. 
The farmer went and kick him in 
the knees,

The lawyer went down hard. 
As he muster all his strength he 
had to get to his feet.

He Said.  NOW IT’S MY 
TURN.

The farmer said. Nope I give 
up.

You can have the duck.

Quail Pointing Mule
A car drives up to a farmer’s 

house, a man gets out, knocks on 
the door, and the farmer opens 
it. “A friend told me you have a 
mule that points quail”, said the 
stranger, “is that true”?? 

“Sure is”, said the farmer, 
“would you like to see him 
work?” 

The strangers said, “Sure”. 
Soon they were walking through 
a field, when the mule suddenly 
stopped and struck a beautiful 
point. The farmer walks ahead of 
the mule and scares up a big covey 
of quail. This goes on a half dozen 
more times... the mule points... the 
farmer scares up the covey. 

Finally, the stranger says, 
“That’s enough, I’ve got to have 
that mule”. 

“He ain’t for sale”, said the 
farmer. 

I’ll give you $50,000.00 for 
him”, said the stranger. 

Well, the farmer couldn’t re-
fuse such a big offer, so he sold 
him. 

The next night, the farmer’s 
phone rang... it was the stranger.

“What the hell’s wrong with 
this damed mule you sold me?”, 
he screamed... “all he’s done all 
day is stand belly deep in my 
pond”!!

 “Well”, said the farmer, “I 
guess I should’a told you...... he’d 
rather fish than hunt.”

Taylor goes on a 
hunting trip

Taylor ’s dad always goes 
hunting every weekend. So one 
day Taylor asks to go with. Her 
dad , was surprised, but finally 
agreed to let his little angel come 
with him. So he told his bud-
dies and they stayed home. They 
weren’t hunting with a 13 year old! 
So Taylor and her dad drove up 
to the grounds. He hands Taylor 
a gun. Taylor then leaps up into 
a tree where her dad pointed. He 
tells her if she see’s a deer to shoot 
and he’ll come running. Her dad 
starts to walk away and about 15 
minutes later he hears a shot. But 
knowing Taylor it’s probably a 
false alarm.

When he gets closer he hears 
Taylor screaming, “ Get away from 
my deer!”

When Taylor’s dad arrives at 
the scene he sees a man with his 
hands in the air and a cowboy hat 
on saying, “ all right ma’am just 
lemme get my saddle off!”
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