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3,170 acres. The new boundaries 
will reduce the size of the refuge 
to 1,450 acres, but will still include 
the wetlands most important to 
geese.

The vacated portions of the ref-
uge, which include both Sumstad 
and Pelican Creek waterfowl 
productions areas, will be open to 
goose hunting in 2009 during es-
tablished seasons. The remainder 
of the vacated refuge is privately 
owned. The Minnesota Outdoor 
Recreation Trespass Law requires 
that hunters obtain landowner 
permission before hunting on any 
private property.

For more information about 
Canada geese, state goose or 
waterfowl refuges or wildlife 
management, visit www.mndnr.
gov. Questions regarding the 
Ashby State Goose Refuge may 
be directed to Kevin Kotts, DNR 
Glenwood area wildlife supervi-
sor, at 320-634-0342.

Montana
Pheasant Release 

Program applications 
Due May 15

Landowners interested in raising 
and releasing ring-necked pheas-
ants this year through the state 
Upland Game Bird Enhancement 
Program have until May 15 to 
submit an application.

Under Montana Fish, Wildlife 
& Parks Upland Game Bird Re-
lease Program, landowners who 
attempt to establish pheasant 
populations in suitable habitat 
can be reimbursed for raising and 
releasing pheasants.

Landowners can apply if the 
land in the project area remains 
open to reasonable public hunting. 
Projects must comprise at least 
100 contiguous acres of land and 
contain a combination of habitat 
components-including cover and 

food-that upland game birds need 
to survive.

Projects on private and public 
lands submitted in partnership 
with youth organizations, 4-H 
clubs, sports groups-or other as-
sociations that can guarantee the 
completion of all project require-
ments-also are eligible.

Application for releases must 
be submitted to FWP by May 15. 
Pheasant releases take place be-
tween Aug. 1 and Sept. 15.

Hunting preserves, lands that 
host a commercial hunting enter-
prise, and lands where hunting 
rights are leased or paid for are 
not eligible.

For more information, and an on-
line application form, visit FWP’s 
Web site at fwp.mt.gov—search 
“Upland Game Bird Program,” or 
contact your nearest FWP office.

nEBRaSKa
nebraska Duck Hunter 

Survey Final Report   
Executive Summary
A mail survey was conducted 

by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission using the  Harvest 
Information Program (HIP) data-
base to assess hunter preferences 
for duck season  dates.  A postcard 
reminder was sent out approxi-
mately one week from the initial 
mailing.   From 10,352 surveys sent 
out, 3,544 individuals responded.  
Approximately 79% of  respon-
dents indicated they had hunted 
each of the last three hunting sea-
sons.  The number of  days spent 
hunting varied, with approximate-
ly 47% of the duck hunters indicat-
ing they hunted  ducks 10 days or 
less.  Almost 15% of respondents 
indicated they hunted ducks >30 
days  annually.  Less than 8% of 
respondents indicated they had 
hunted the Missouri River in the  
Niobrara River and Santee area 

within the last 3 years.  In the Low 
Plains Early zone, the  Rainwater 
Basin area was the most impor-
tant area for waterfowl hunting, 
whereas the Platte  River was the 
area hunted most often with the 
Low Plains Late zone.  The North, 
South and  Platte rivers were the 
most often hunted areas in the 
High Plains zone.  Overall, there 
was a  preference for later season 
dates across Nebraska.  Generally, 
season date preferences within  
the Low Plains Early zone were 
for dates starting in mid-October.  
Preferences among Low  Plains 
Late duck hunters were for season 
dates starting in late October and 
running into early  January.  The 
preference among season dates 
for the High Plains was for dates 
running into  mid-January.  Re-
sults from this study can be used 
to improve satisfaction with duck 
season  dates by adjusting season 
dates to meet preferences and re-
configure existing zone  boundar-
ies.  Future surveys need to refine 
preferences for duck season dates 
and acquire  other information to 
better inform and improve satis-
faction with duck hunting season 
dates. 

Cooper Wins nebraska 
Junior Duck Stamp 

Contest
Bethany Cooper of Harrisburg 

earned Best of Show among more 
than 650 statewide entries in the 
2009 Nebraska Junior Duck Stamp 
Contest. She also won last year.

Bethany Cooper’s winning entry 
in the 2009 Nebraska Junior Duck 
Stamp Contest will be used to cre-
ate the 2010 Nebraska Waterfowl 
Stamp.

The 17-year-old Banner County 
High School student’s acrylic 
painting of a wood duck will be 
used to create the 2010 Nebraska 
Waterfowl Stamp and was sent 
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to the national competition, to 
be held in Washington, D.C., on 
April 22.

The winner of the national com-
petition will receive $5,000, a trip 
to Washington, D.C., and have 
his or her art used to make the 
2008-2009 Junior Duck Stamp. 
Proceeds from the sale of Junior 
Duck Stamps, which cost $5, sup-
port conservation education.

Information for next year’s con-
test will be posted on the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Internet 
homepage at http://duckstamps.
fws.gov. 

noRtH DaKota
Hunting Guide and Outfitter 

test Set for May 9
The next guide and outfitter 

written examination is May 9 
at 1 p.m. at the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department of-
fice in Bismarck. The test is given 
periodically to anyone interested 
in becoming a hunting guide or 
outfitter in the state.

In addition to passing a written 
exam, qualifications for becom-
ing a guide include a background 
check for criminal and game and 
fish violations; certification in car-
diopulmonary resuscitation and 
standard first aid; and employ-
ment by or contract with a licensed 
hunting outfitter.

Hunting outfitter eligibility 
requirements include the guide 
qualifications, as well as an indi-
vidual must have held a hunting 
guide license for two years; and 

must have proof of liability insur-
ance.

Interested individuals are re-
quired to preregister by calling 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
enforcement office at 328-6604.

SoutH CaRolina
Duck hunters finish 
the season on DnR 

Waterfowl Management 
areas

Duck hunters finished the season 
on S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources public hunting lands, 
with a total harvest of 3,493 birds, 
an average of 2.0 birds per hunter, 
down slightly from the 2.22 birds 
per hunter reported last year. A 
total of 1734 hunters participated 
in these popular hunts at the 15 
Wildlife Management Areas that 
recorded individual hunt data.

Wood ducks accounted for 17 
percent of the harvest, followed by 
American green-winged teal, gad-
wall, ring-necked ducks, Northern 
shovelers, blue-winged teal and 
American wigeon.

“Overall, the season for our 
waterfowl areas was pretty good, 
considering the weather we had 
during the season. We started off 
dry in many areas, followed by an 
unseasonable warm spell in early 
December then a real cold spell in 
mid-January,” said Dean Harrigal, 
Waterfowl Program Coordinator 
with the S.C. Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR). “Fortunately 
the colder weather in January 
improved hunting conditions, 
especially along the coast.”

On Category I Wildlife Man-
agement Areas (drawing only), 
808 hunters on 7 areas harvested 
2,457 birds for an average of 3.0 
birds per hunter. American green-
winged teal, gadwall, northern 
shoveler, American widgeon and 

blue-winged teal were top birds 
in the bag.

Santee Coastal  Reserve in 
Charleston and Georgetown 
Counties led in total harvest for 
all Wildlife Management Areas 
with 1339 birds harvested by 
304 hunters for an average of 4.4 
birds per hunter, followed by Bear 
Island WMA in Colleton County 
with 3.1 birds per hunter, Sandy 
Beach 3.0, and Broad River Wild-
life Management Area in Fairfield 
County with 2.2.

“American green-winged teal 
are a mainstay of our Category 
I Wildlife Management Areas, 
especially along the coast,” said 
Harrigal. “When teal are around 
we generally have good hunter 
success.”

Top individual hunt units were 
Cedar Island (4.5 birds per hunt-
er), The Cape (4.4 birds per hunter) 
and Murphy Island (4.3 birds 
per hunters) and of the Santee 
Coastal Reserve followed by the 
Springfield/ The Cut (3.5 birds per 
hunter) and Eastside (3.4 birds per 
hunter) units of Bear Island.

Hunt data was collected on 6 
of the 25 Category II Wildlife 
Management Areas (open to the 
public on specific days). Hunters 
reported a harvest of 632 birds on 
these areas. The average for 804 
hunters was 0.8 birds per hunter. 
Wood ducks accounted for almost 
83 percent of the bag followed by 
American green-winged teal.

Hickory Top Green Tree Reser-
voir in Clarendon County had the 
highest hunter participation and 
harvest of Category II areas with 
271 hunters harvesting 382 birds, 
nearly all wood ducks.

Regular season adult-youth 
hunts were held on 3 special adult 
-youth only areas. The reported 
harvest was 404 birds by 122 hunt-
ers for an average of 3.3 birds per 
hunter. Ring-necked ducks, green-
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winged teal and wood ducks were 
the top birds in the bag. Bonneau 
Ferry WMA in Berkeley County 
and Donnelley WMA in Colleton 
County were top adult-youth wa-
terfowl hunting areas during the 
recently completed season.

The Department sponsored spe-
cial hunts for youth during State 
and Federal Youth Hunting Days 
on December 6 and January 31. A 
total of 131 youth harvested 297 
birds on the 8 Category I and 2 Cat-
egory II areas that reported data. 
Top areas were Donnelley, Bonneau 
Ferry, Sandy Beach , Santee Coastal, 
and Bear Island Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas. Top species in the bag 
was green-winged teal.

“We were especially pleased that 
our youth-oriented hunts pro-
vided quality waterfowl hunting 
opportunities for young men and 
women during the season,” Har-
rigal said.

SoutH DaKota
Waterfowl Seasons Set
The Game Fish and Parks  Com-

mission finalized three popular 
waterfowl seasons.

The Nonresident Waterfowl, 
Bennett County Special Canada 
Goose, and Tundra Swan Seasons 
will have no changes from 2008.

“These seasons are by applica-
tion,” said Game Fish and Parks 
Game Chief Tom Kirschenmann.  
“These seasons all offer a chance 
for successful applicants to have a 
quality and memorable hunt.”

The application process for these 
seasons will be open in late May.

Pheasant Season 
Finalized

After a lengthy debate and testi-
mony both for and against length-
ening the pheasant season, the 
South Dakota Game Fish and 
Parks Commission voted to keep 
the season similar to 2008.

The 2009 pheasant season will 
run from October 17, 2009 through 
January 3, 2010.

In related actions, the Com-
mission voted no to lengthen 
the Grouse, Partridge and quail 
seasons.  The 2009 grouse and par-
tridge seasons will run September 
19, 2009 – January 3, 2010 and the 
2009 quail season will coincide 
with the pheasant season.

Canada Goose Season 
to Close, light Goose 

Season opens
Friday marks the close of South 

Dakota’s Canada goose season 
along the Missouri River.  How-
ever, goose hunters won’t have to 
wait long for another goose season 
as Saturday opens the light goose 
conservation order. The conserva-
tion order is an attempt to reduce 
the population of mid-continent 
light geese causing extensive dam-
age to their arctic nesting grounds. 
In the most recent 4-year period, 
hunters in South Dakota bagged 
an estimated 105,000 light geese 
annually during the spring con-
servation order. 

Hunters of snow, blue and Ross’ 
geese will have from February 14 
to May 3 to harvest geese.  Hunt-
ers can use electronic calls, shot-
guns capable of carrying more 
than 3 shells, and can hunt from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
one-half hour after sunset.  The 
daily limit is 20 light geese, which 
may include any combination 
of snows, blues and Ross’ geese.  
Hunters should verify that they 
have the proper 2009 license before 
they enter the fields.  The federal 
waterfowl stamp is not required 
during the light goose conserva-
tion order.

“Historically, snow geese will be-
gin migrating through the eastern 
third of South Dakota beginning in 

late February,” said Spencer Vaa, 
State Waterfowl Biologist for SD 
Game Fish and Parks.  “Hunters 
in central South Dakota have seen 
more light geese in recent years 
however.”

For more information on the 
light goose conservation order and 
migration updates, visit http://
www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunt-
ing/waterfowl/Springgoose.htm

tExaS
 Weekly Migratory Bird 

Hunting Report
Weekly migratory bird hunting 

reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

West Zone Goose: Hunters in the 
Panhandle closed out their season 
Feb. 8. Outfitters reported limits of 
dark geese through the last day of 
the season. However, snow geese 
disappeared from Cactus Lake 
near Etter and Dumas. The goose 
season was steady from start to 
finish, despite many days of mild 
weather. Water was probably a 
factor in keeping birds in the area 
as an abundance of playa lakes 
allowed for plenty of roosting 
areas.

Light Goose Conservation Or-
der: The return of south winds 
last week jump-started decoy-
ing action along the coast. Some 
outfitters reported 100-plus bird 
hunts, including a confirmed 180-
bird shoot in Jackson County over 
wheat. However, few outfitters 
and fewer hunters have been in the 
field. Many have put away their 
shotguns for the year. Even fewer 
are the geese. Many have disap-
peared with the strong southeast 
winds blowing in excess of 25 
knots on the prairie. Fewer roost-
ing areas and a severe drought 
have turned most watering holes 
to dust. Panhandle hunters began 
their season Feb.9 and many chose 
to stay in bed. Cactus Lake, the 
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primary roosting area for snows 
in the High Plains, have been 
devoid of white birds. Outfitters 
say snows left the region with the 
recent mild conditions. Prospects 
are fair.

utaH
DWR surveys upland 
game hunters in a new 

way
42,000 hunters will receive an 

e-mail survey in April
For the first time, the DWR 

will send out surveys to last 
fall’s 42,000 upland game hunters 
through e-mail.

The Division of Wildlife Re-
sources is using a new tool to col-
lect valuable information about 
Utah’s upland game populations 
— e-mail.

In April, 42,000 hunters will 
receive an e-mail that provides a 
link to the survey. If you’re one 
of those hunters, DWR biologists 
hope you’ll click on the link and 
answer the survey.

“The information you provide 
will help our biologists better 
manage upland game in Utah. 
And that will result in better 
hunting for you,” says Heather 
Bernales, biometrician with the 
DWR. “We hope you’ll take a few 
minutes to answer the survey.”

Bernales says the survey does 
not ask for personal information. 
“If you receive a hunting survey 
that asks for a credit card number, 
a home address or any type of 
personal information, know the 
e-mail is not from us and delete 
it,” she says.
Watch sage grouse strut 

on april 4
The “bloop, bloop” sound that 

male sage grouse make, as they 
strut on their breeding grounds, 
is one of the most unique sounds 
you’ll ever hear in nature.

If you want to see the unique 
sage grouse strutting ritual on 
April 4, be there early: Viewing is 
best before the sun comes up and 
at first light.

And the sight of the grouse strut-
ting is pretty unique too!

You can hear and watch this 
ritual yourself at a free wildlife-
viewing event in east-central Utah. 
The event will happen April 4 at 
Emma Park, about 13 miles north 
of Price.

The Division of Wildlife Resourc-
es is sponsoring the event.

To see and hear the spectacle, 
you need to be at the viewing site 
early. Viewing is best before the 
sun comes up and just after the 
sun has risen. Grouse leave their 
strutting ground within an hour 
or so after sun up.

After they leave their breeding 
ground, the grouse spend the day 
feeding and resting in stands of 
sagebrush. They remain mostly 
out-of-sight until the follow-
ing morning at first light, when 
they congregate at their strutting 
ground again.

DWR biologists will be on hand 
with spotting scopes and bin-
oculars. They’ll help you find the 
grouse and answer any questions 
you have.

Directions:
From the Wasatch Front, travel 

east on US-6 from Spanish Fork. At 
the top of Price Canyon, look for 
the Emma Park sign, and turn left 
onto the Emma Park Road. Travel 
east until you see vehicles with the 
state of Utah seal on their doors.

From Price, travel north on US-6 
to the Castle Gate power plant. 
Turn right onto US-191, and travel 
northeast about six miles to the 
Bamberger Monument. From 
there, turn left onto the Emma 
Park Road, and travel west until 
you see the state vehicles.

WaSHinGton
State’s new 3-year 

hunting plan includes 
new non-toxic shot rules, 

muzzleloader hunts
The Washington Fish and Wild-

life Commission adopted state-
wide hunting seasons and regula-
tions that include new restrictions 
on toxic shot and more hunting 
opportunities for muzzleloaders 
over the next three years.

The new seasons, approved dur-
ing a public meeting here April 
3-4, establish hunting rules for 
deer, elk, moose, bighorn sheep, 
mountain goat, black bear, cougar 
and small game in 2009-11.

The commission, which sets poli-
cy for the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), ad-
opted the new three-year hunting 
plan after nearly eight months of 
public comment and review. As 
part of that process, WDFW wild-
life managers conducted public 
meetings around the state and con-
tacted more than 50,000 licensed 
hunters by e-mail to solicit their 
ideas on various management op-
tions under consideration.

“Within the framework of state 
conservation goals, we try to ac-
commodate the public as much 
as we can in designing state hunt-
ing seasons,” said Dave Brittell, 
assistant director of the WDFW 
wildlife program. “These seasons 
reflect the ideas of thousands of 
Washingtonians, both hunters and 
non-hunters alike.”

Under one new policy approved 
by the commission, WDFW will 
phase in an expansion of state 
restrictions on the use of lead 
shot, which are toxic to birds and 
other wildlife that ingest it. Noting 
that toxic shot has been banned 
in hunting waterfowl since 1991, 
Brittell said WDFW has been ex-
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panding that prohibition to other 
hunts around the state.

New this year, hunters will be re-
quired to use non-toxic shot when 
hunting upland game birds or 
mourning doves in three units of 
the Sunnyside-Snake River Wild-
life Area, where ingestion of lead 
shot by wildlife is of particular 
concern. In 2011, the non-toxic shot 
requirement will be expanded to 
all established WDFW pheasant-
release sites.

The commission also approved 
a number of other changes in 
hunting rules and seasons in the 
following areas:

    * Deer and elk seasons: Starting 
this year, hunting opportunities for 
muzzleloaders will be expanded 
in several ways and special-permit 
hunts with modern firearms will 
be added when mature bucks and 
bulls are most available. Hunting 
seasons for archers, who currently 
have the longest seasons of any 
user group, were modified to ac-
commodate these changes.

    * Cougar hunting: The com-
mission approved a statewide 
archery-only season Sept. 1-25 
and a muzzleloader-only season 
Sept. 26-Oct. 16 to make hunting 
options for cougar consistent with 
deer and elk seasons during those 
periods.

    * Bear seasons: Most seasons 
will remain the same for 2009, 
but regulations for 2010-11 were 
deferred pending further study of 
bear populations that show signs 
of decline in some areas of the 
state. Management units that for-
merly opened the day after Labor 
Day will open Sept. 1, consistent 
with the opening day of archery 
season.

    * Hunting equipment: Hunters 
using muzzleloaders or archery 
equipment will be allowed to carry 
a handgun for personal protection 
if they have a concealed pistol per-

mit. Hunters may also use black 
powder pistols to hunt during 
muzzleloader seasons. 

A description of these and other 
initiatives in the three-year hunt-
ing plan approved by the commis-
sion will be posted by April 11 on 
the Hunting page of the WDFW 
website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/
hunting/. The new hunting rules 
and seasons will also be incor-
porated into the 2009 Big Game 
Hunting pamphlet, which will be 
available by April 20.

The three-year hunting rule 
package approved by the com-
mission is intended to implement 
the strategic goals set forth in the 
2009-15 Game Management Plan, 
available at http://wdfw.wa.gov/
wildlife/management/.
threatened sage grouse 

released in lincoln 
County

For the third time in two years, 
the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has 
released sage grouse on public 
land in Lincoln County, in an ef-
fort to establish a third population 
of the state threatened species in 
Washington.

A total of 28 sage grouse—15 
males and 13 females—were re-
leased March 28 and 29 on WD-
FW’s Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area 
and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) property south of Creston 
in Lincoln County. The birds were 
collected from healthy popula-
tions near Lakeview, Ore.

Before release each bird was 
fitted with radio-telemetry equip-
ment to enable biologists to moni-
tor their survival and movements, 
including whether they join birds 
that were previously released.

WDFW released 17 sage grouse 
last spring and 24 others last fall 
at the same location. WDFW Wild-
life Biologist Howard Ferguson of 

Spokane reported some of those 
birds remained in the area and 
some were killed by predators, 
although post-release monitoring 
was hampered by defective radio 
transmitters. Three of the birds—
one male and two females—had 
grouped near this year’s release 
site, which could help the birds 
form a lek site or breeding ground, 
Ferguson said.

The sage grouse reintroduction 
project is a joint effort involving 
WDFW, BLM, the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
private volunteers and the Inland 
Northwest Wildlife Council. A re-
search project by Washington State 
University will begin this spring 
helping to study and monitor the 
birds.

There are two other populations 
of sage grouse in Washington. 
About 450 sage grouse are in 
shrub-steppe and Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) habitat in 
Douglas County, mostly on private 
land. Another 190 birds inhabit 
shrub-steppe land on the federally 
managed Yakima Training Center 
in Kittitas and Yakima counties.

The greater sage-grouse (Centro-
cercus urophasianus) was listed 
as a threatened species by Wash-
ington state in 1998. In 2001, the 
Washington population of the sage 
grouse also became a candidate for 
federal listing as a threatened spe-
cies, under the federal Endangered 
Species Act.

WDFW Wildlife Biologist Derek 
Stinson said the reduction in the 
number and distribution of sage 
grouse in Washington is largely 
due to habitat loss and degrada-
tion.

In Washington, sage grouse his-
torically ranged from the Colum-
bia River to Oroville, and from the 
eastern Cascades foothills to the 
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Spokane River. By the early 1900s, 
sage grouse had disappeared from 
much of that area. The population 
on the Fitzner and Eberhardt Arid 
Lands Ecology Reserve at Hanford 
in Benton County was evidently 
lost after catastrophic wild fires 
in 1981 and 1984. The breeding 
population in Lincoln County was 
gone by 1985 because of habitat 
changes.

Sage-grouse have survived in 
parts of Douglas County that were 
not converted to agriculture, and 
on the Yakima Training Center, 
a military reservation where de-
velopment did not occur, Stinson 
said.

The birds will be considered 
sufficiently recovered for removal 
from the state threatened species 
list once the average breeding-sea-
son population reaches 3,200 birds 
for a period of 10 years, and active 
breeding areas are established in 
six or more designated manage-
ment units, Stinson said. Currently 
the state sage grouse population is 
estimated at 640 birds.

For more information on sage 
grouse in Washington, see http://
wdfw.wa.gov/wildlife/manage-
ment/birds.html#grouse.

WyoMinG
GaME anD FiSH 
oFFERS SuMMER 

youtH CaMP
Most teenagers have plenty to 

do to keep them busy in the sum-
mer, but at the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Conservation camp, 
teens have the opportunity to do 
activities that are anything but 
ordinary.

The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department is offering youth, 
ages 14-17, a camp where they 
can learn about wildlife and the 
outdoors, make new friends and 

create good memories. The Game 
and Fish Department’s annual 
WILD About O.R.E.O. Youth Con-
servation Camp is scheduled this 
year for Aug. 2-7 at the Whiskey 
Mountain Wildlife Conservation 
Camp located near Trail Lake, ten 
miles southeast of Dubois.  

Green River regional informa-
tion and education specialist Lucy 
Wold says the camp is a great bar-
gain and a lot of fun.

“The camp is free. Young men 
and women enjoy a week of learn-
ing outdoor skills, and conserva-
tion ethics. They also participate 
in hands-on activities like shoot-
ing sports, fishing skills, hiking, 
canoeing and campfire time,” says 
Wold. “Students learn and recreate 
together in some of Wyoming’s 
most beautiful mountain country. 
Students won’t find an experience 
like this camp anywhere else in 
Wyoming and they get it all for 
no charge.”

 Wold, who has been working at 
the Youth Camp since 1993, says 
the camp is well balanced with 
outdoor, indoor and hands-on 
activities.  Most of the activities 
are done in groups with some op-
portunity to work alone.

“Campers work as a team all 
week,” says Wold. “If you like 
being active, working with other 
kids and want to learn more about 
your natural environment and 
the outdoors, this is the camp for 
you.”

Students must live in Wyoming 
and be sponsored by a teacher or 
youth leader. Most equipment is 
provided. Each camper is required 
to provide personal gear, includ-
ing sleeping bag, hiking boots, rain 
gear and cool-weather clothing.

According to Wold, the camp 
application process is very com-
petitive and the forty openings 
fill fast.  

The Game and Fish will accept 
applications through 5 p.m. on 
May 31.  Application forms are 
available at any regional office of 
the Game and Fish, at the depart-
ment Web site, or by calling the 
Game and Fish education section 
office at (307) 777-4538.

uSFWS
Four Metro area Men 
agree to Pay Fines For 

illegally Smuggling 
Migratory Waterfowl 

From South america to 
Minnesota

A joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources investigation 
led to the discovery that Robert J. 
Deeb, of West St. Paul; Nicholas 
Deeb, of Inver Grove Heights; and 
Raymond Deeb, of Eagan; illegally 
smuggled nine migratory water-
fowl into the United States from 
Argentina.  The fourth man fined 
was Jack Hanson, owner of Jack’s 
Taxidermy in Coon Rapids, who 
mounted the ducks for display 
knowing they had been illegally 
smuggled into the country.  In 
total, the four men were charged 
with seven misdemeanor Federal 
Lacey Act violations and two mis-
demeanor violations of import 
regulations. The men paid fines 
totaling $10,775.

The case against the men began 
as a tip to the Minnesota DNR.  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Special Agents joined the inves-
tigation when it became appar-
ent international smuggling was 
involved.

Investigators learned that on 
Aug. 19, 2008, Robert J., Nicholas 
and Raymond Deeb, along with 
another individual, returned from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, to the 
United States.  While in Argentina 
the men placed in their suitcases 
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the salted skins from nine ducks 
they killed there.  The men did not 
declare any wildlife on their U.S. 
Customs Declaration forms.

Upon their return to Minnesota, 
Robert and Nicholas Deeb took 
the smuggled waterfowl to Jack’s 
Taxidermy for processing.  Jack 
Hanson admitted to federal agents 
that he knew it was illegal to ac-
cept and process these waterfowl, 
but did it anyway.

On Oct. 23, 2008, Minnesota DNR 
Conservation Officers and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service agents 
simultaneously interviewed mem-
bers of the Deeb hunting party.  
Some of the hunters denied any 
knowledge of the smuggled birds 
while others eventually admitted 
the group intentionally smuggled 
the ducks they killed in Argen-
tina.

On Dec. 16, 2008, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Resident Agent 
in Charge Patrick Lund and Min-
nesota DNR Conservation Of-
ficer Greg Salo met with Robert 
Deeb and his attorney.  During 
the meeting, RAC Lund and CO 
Salo described the evidence that 
had been assembled during the 
investigation and charges that 
may be filed.  

On Feb. 25, 2009, Deeb’s attorney 
surrendered the nine illegally im-
ported waterfowl to RAC Patrick 
Lund.  Lund then issued eight 
federal violation notices for Rob-
ert, Raymond and Nicholas Deeb; 
the Deeb’s attorney accepted the 
violation notices on their behalf.  
The following day Jack Hanson 
was issued a misdemeanor Lacey 
Act violation notice for knowingly 
accepting and processing illegal 
migratory birds.  Each of the nine 
violation notices was paid by 
March 19.

 “The important thing to under-
stand for those that hunt abroad 
is that there is a right way and a 

wrong way to import hunting tro-
phies,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Resident Agent in Charge 
Patrick Lund.  “Smuggling wild-
life is always the wrong way.  It 
is the hunter’s responsibility to 
understand and follow the law.”

Information on wildlife laws and 
how to properly import and export 
wildlife can be found at:  http://
www.fws.gov/permits/

The waterfowl smuggled in 
this case were: two rosy-billed 
pochards, two ringed teal, two 
Brazilian teal, one white-faced 
whistling duck, one silver teal 
and one speckled teal; all of which 
were mounted in flying positions 
on driftwood by Jack Hanson.  The 
mounts will likely be turned over 
to the Turn In Poachers, Inc., (TIP) 
program for public display and 
education.

Photos of the waterfowl can be 
found at: http://www.fws.gov/
midwest/LawEnforcement/city-
duck.html

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit http://
www.fws.gov

-FWS-
Prairie Wetlands 

learning Center to Host 
Minnesota Waterfowl 
Symposium this april

The Prairie Wetlands Learning 
Center in Fergus Falls, Minn., will 

host the 12th annual Minnesota 
Waterfowl Symposium April 17-
19, 2009. Sponsored by the Min-
nesota Waterfowl Association, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc., and Delta 
Waterfowl, the symposium will 
address waterfowl habitat protec-
tion, restoration and enhancement 
with presentations from the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources, federal agencies and 
non-governmental organizations.

“Every partner who attends the 
Minnesota Waterfowl Symposium 
is vital to the future of wetlands 
and waterfowl in Minnesota,” said 
Tom Melius, Midwest Regional Di-
rector of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. “Our collective successes 
add up to better habitat, healthier 
waterfowl populations and a bet-
ter environment for all of us.”

The theme of the symposium 
is: Collaboration and Conserva-
tion. The symposium will fea-
ture presentations from leading 
scientific experts on the current 
status of waterfowl populations, 
harvest trends, and management 
of existing wetlands and grassland 
habitats.

The Lessard Outdoor Heritage 
Council will also address new 
funding being made available for 
conservation and environmental 
protection, which was created 
with the passage of a state con-
stitutional amendment last No-
vember.

To attend the symposium, regis-
tration information can be down-
loaded at http://www.mmwa-
terfowl.com. Registration forms 
and payment must be mailed to 
Minnesota Waterfowl Association, 
Attn: Symposium, 901 First Street 
North, Hopkins, Minn., 55343, no 
later than April 3, 2009. Registrants 
are responsible for personal travel 
and lodging arrangements.
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The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit http://
www.fws.gov.

-FWS-
new Report Shows 

Waterfowl Hunting’s 
Contribution to u.S. 

Economy 
Waterfowl hunters spent $900 

million on a variety of goods and 
services from food, transportation, 
guns and decoys to hunting dogs, 
clothing and other incidental ex-
penses in 2006, according to a new 
report issued by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. These trip and 
equipment-related expenditures 
generated more than $2.3 billion 
in total economic output for 2006, 
which resulted in $157 million in 
federal and state tax revenues, 
supported more than 27,000 jobs, 
and generated more than $8.5 mil-
lion in employment income. 

“The financial support provided 
to conservation, and the economy 
as a whole, is significant,” said 
Rowan Gould, acting Director of 
the Service. “Waterfowlers, like 
many other sportsmen, have a 
proven track record in their con-
tributions to the U.S. economy, 
and that’s certainly something to 
take comfort in during these tough 
economic times.”

The report, The Economic Impact 
of Waterfowl Hunting in the Unit-
ed States, is an addendum to the 

2006 National Survey of Fishing, 
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated 
Recreation. The report shows more 
than 1.3 million people, 16 years of 
age and older, hunted waterfowl 
in 2006. Waterfowl hunters repre-
sented 10 percent of all hunters, 7 
percent of all hunting trip-related 
expenditures, and 6 percent of all 
equipment expenditures.

According to the report, water-
fowl hunters tend to be younger, 
have higher educational achieve-
ments, and are more affluent 
compared to all hunters. The 
majority (74 percent) of waterfowl 
hunters live in the South and the 
Midwest. 

“The Service plays a key role 
providing outdoor recreation op-
portunities such as hunting,” said 
Gould. “And hunters are critical 
partners – in part through their 
purchase of Federal Duck Stamps 
and a tax a firearms and ammuni-
tion that supports habitat conser-
vation – for our efforts to conserve 
wildlife and wetlands for future 
generations.”

The National Survey, conducted 
every five years, since 1955, is one 
of the nation’s most definitive 
sources of information concerning 
wildlife-dependant recreation. The 
U.S. Census Bureau conducted 
the survey in two phases. First, 
a screening interview identified 
wildlife-related recreationists. The 
second phase consisted of mul-
tiple interviews to collect detailed 
information on participation and 
expenditures for U.S. residents 16 
years of age and older. 

The waterfowl hunting report in 
addition to the detailed National 
Survey report, state reports, and 
other addenda can be downloaded 
at:  http://wsfrprograms.fws.
gov/Subpages/NationalSurvey/
reports2006.html

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 

others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov.

that’s it for 
state and 
uS news
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news From the Enemy Camp and Good Guys

a Different Kind of 
PEta Shock Sparks 
Effort to Revoke tax 

Exemption
PETA is used to shocking people 

with bizarre publicity stunts. Howev-
er, new information showing that the 
animal rights group kills thousands 
of adoptable pets provides a different 
kind of shock than usual.

The Center for Consumer Freedom 
(CCF) has fired another salvo against 
the animal rights group. The CCF 
previously highlighted PETA’s record 
of killing thousands of animals while 
hypocritically engaging in protests 
worldwide against animal cruelty.

The latest public records obtained 
by the CCF from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services paint a grisly picture. Accord-
ing to the CCF review, in 2008, of the 
2,216 adoptable animals PETA took 
into custody, only seven actually were 
adopted. A shocking 2,124 were killed. 
That amounted to a 95.8% kill rate.

The CCF has created a new web-
site highlighting the story, PETA 
Kills Animals. The CCF also seeks 
to tap into public anger over PETA’s 
hypocritical animal rights’ agenda by 
pushing for the group to lose its tax 
exempt status.

This effort includes an online pe-
tition to be forwarded to the Internal 
Revenue Service Commissioner that 
urges PETA’s tax exempt status be 
revoked.

The petition outlines many of PE-
TA’s outrageous stunts and states: “By 
repeatedly and continuously giving 
financial support to individuals and 

organizations devoted to domestic ter-
rorism, PETA has demonstrated that it 
is incapable of conducting itself in a 
manner expected of nonprofit groups 
receiving federal tax subsidies.”

anti-Hunting Group 
announces its top 148 
Members of Congress, 

Best Celebs
The Humane Society of the Unit-

ed States (HSUS) had a busy end to 
March cozying up to policymakers 
and Hollywood stars that promote its 
agenda at two gala events.

On March 25, the HSUS an-
nounced its recognition of the work 
done by 148 members of Congress. 
Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin 
(D- ILL) and U.S. House Judiciary 
Committee Chair John Conyers (D- 
MI) earned the distinctions of being 
the “Humane” Senator and Represen-
tative of the Year respectively. They 
received their awards at a reception 
the same night.

Joining HSUS at the reception 
were three senators other than Durbin 
including, Maria Cantwell (D-WA), 
Tom Carper (D-DE), and David Vitter 
(R-LA). Additionally, 32 representa-
tives also partied with the HSUS and 
HSLF as they received “Legislative 
Leader” awards for backing various 
bills supported by HSUS.

You can click here to learn if one 
of your federal legislators received 
an award from HSUS. You can also 
click here for a slideshow showing 
congresspersons attending the recep-
tion getting their award.

Take Action- If one of your con-
gresspersons did receive an award 
from HSUS, please contact them. 
Make certain that they understand 

the award they received came from 
the leading anti-hunting organization 
in the country.

You can obtain your congressper-
son’s contact by going to the Legisla-
tive Action Center.

Meanwhile, on March 30, HSUS 
followed up its legislative love fest 
with the glitz and glamour of Holly-
wood during its 23rd annual “Genesis 
Awards.” According to the HSUS, the 
Genesis Awards recognize “artists, 
writers, and others in entertainment 
and the media who contributed their 
time and talents over the past year 
to raise awareness of the plight and 
suffering of animals.”

This year the big winners in-
cluded Ellen DeGeneres and her 
partner, Portia di Rossi, who were 
recognized for raising funds to for 
the infamous Proposition 2 which 
drastically changed rules for animal 
agriculture in California. Another big 
winner was Oprah Winfrey as she got 
honors for “Outstanding Talk Show” 
due to her airing of programs on 
“puppy mills.”

Dog owners: the time 
for action is now.
The states are listed alphabetically 

in the report. To read the legislation in 
your state and learn about its status, 
search online (“Google”) your state’s 
legislature and find the bill search 
page. Type in the number of the bill 
and follow the links.

Some states are facing major as-
saults on dog ownership on many 
different fronts.

New Jersey leads the pack, with 
23 separate bills, followed by 18 in 
Illinois, 15 in Massachusetts, 14 in 
New York, 13 in Hawaii, nine in Ten-
nessee, eight in Connecticut, seven 
in Texas, and six in New Hampshire 
and Florida.
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Other states with more than one 
bill are Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
West Virginia.

Wyoming, Washington, Vermont, 
Oklahoma, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Kansas, Delaware and Colorado face 
one bill apiece.

The most common kinds of leg-
islation are about people who breed 
dogs, people who sell puppies, man-
datory pet sterilization, puppy “lem-
on laws,” restrictions on selling dogs, 
and limits on the number of pets a 
person can own.

 
texas Breeding Bill 

Hearing
The Texas House Licensing and 

Administrative Procedures Commit-
tee will hold a hearing on legislation 

that would place crippling restric-
tions on people who raise dogs. The 
hearing on House Bill 3180 is set this 
coming Wednesday, April 1, in Rome 
E2.016 at the Capitol in Austin.

The American Sporting Dog Alli-
ance is urging all Texas dog owners to 
attend this hearing if possible, sign up 
to testify, and also submit comments 
to each member of the committee. 
Comments should be submitted by 
mail, fax or phone, with email as a 
somewhat less effective alternative.

Here is a link to the committee 
website: http://www.house.state.
tx.us/committees/list81/350.htm . 
If you click on each member’s name, 
his or her home page and contact in-
formation will be displayed.

HB 3180 is a complex piece of 
legislation. Please read it for your-
self at http://www.capitol.state.
tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/
HB03180I.htm .

Here is a summary of 
its major provisions:

* Anyone who owns or possesses 
11 or more intact female dogs is con-
sidered to be a commercial breeder, 
subject to intense and crippling 
regulation. Most serious hobbyists 
fall into this category. Most profes-
sional trainers and handlers would 
be ensnared in this provision as well. 
No one could possess more than 50 
intact adult dogs.

* A hobby breeder is defined as 
someone who owns or possesses 10 
or fewer intact female dogs. Most 
serious hobbyists would exceed this 
number if retired dogs, elderly dogs, 
dogs in competition, young dogs for 
evaluation and dogs for breeding are 
counted.

* A troubling definition says that 
a dealer is anyone who is required by 
law to collect sales tax for the sale of a 


