
40
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2009                                                   Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com

Hunting at Wisconsin’s li 
censed game farms and  
shooting preserves is 

getting more popular, increasing the 
potential for shooting incidents that 
has the state’s hunter education ad-
ministrator reminding all about safe 
firearm practices.

“When hunting with firearms, 
safety should always be first and 
foremost – no matter where you are 
hunting,” said Tim Lawhern, conser-
vation warden and hunting safety 
administrator with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources.

Lawhern says the social situations 
on licensed game farms or preserves, 
where people pay a fee to hunt and 
may hunt at any time of the year with-
out a Wisconsin hunting license, may 
unintentionally foster lax attitudes 
about safety.

“When pheasant hunting, one 
of the things that happens is hunters 
know there are birds on the ground 
and they are eager to get them. That’s 
why people like to go to game farms. 
Hunters often bring along friends 
and, in some cases, bring along nov-
ice hunters,” he said. “Ensuring that 
hunting partners are practicing the 
four basic rules of firearm safety is 
just as important at game farms and 
preserves as anywhere.”

The rules are:
* Treat your firearm as if it is 

loaded – even if you know it is not.

* Always point the muzzle in a 
safe direction. “Pay special attention 
to both the older and younger hunt-
ers,” Lawhern said. “The older hunt-
ers may become lax due to familiarity 
and the younger hunters have not had 
a lot of experience.

* Be certain of your target and 
what is beyond it. “In the case of 
pheasant hunting, it is what is beyond 
it that can get a hunter into a bad situ-
ation,” he said. “Always know where 
your hunting buddies are and don’t 
shoot in their direction. Period.”

* Keep your finger outside the 
trigger guard un-
til ready to shoot. 
“There will be 
plenty of time to 
get your finger 
inside the trigger 
guard when it is 
time to shoot,” 
he said. “Keep 
your firearm’s 
safety engaged 
in the on-safe 
position until 
you are ready to 
shoot.”

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Tim 
Lawhern, DNR 
Hunter Educa-
tion Administra-
tor – (608) 266-
1317

Game farm, shooting preserve 
safety is top priority

Shooting Preserves
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State News

Colorado
Gunnison landowner 

Helps Conserve 
Gunnison Sage-Grouse
A Gunnison County rancher will 

be the first landowner in Colorado 
to participate in a voluntary con-
servation program aimed at pre-
serving the Gunnison sage-grouse. 
The Colorado Division of Wildlife 
has been working closely with 
landowners in the Gunnison Basin 
and other areas to help manage 
implementation of this conserva-
tion program administered by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

By agreeing to conservation mea-
sures, landowners who participate 
in the program are guaranteed that 
no further land-use restrictions or 
conditions will be required from 
them if the Gunnison sage-grouse 
is ever listed as a threatened or 
endangered species under the 
federal Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). The agreement, known as 
a Candidate Conservation Agree-
ment with Assurances (CCAA), 
outlines conservation measures to 
benefit the Gunnison sage-grouse 
while still allowing the landown-
ers to use their lands. 

Curtis Allen operates a 4,200-acre 
ranch that is located in the Ohio 
Creek Valley, just north of Gun-
nison. A sage-grouse mating area, 
known as a lek, is located on his 
property and the ranch provides 
excellent year-round habitat for 
the birds. Allen enrolled 2,700 
acres in the CCAA program. The 
ranch is also adjacent to other 
ranches that have excellent grouse 
habitat. For several years Allen has 
worked with the DOW to develop 

a wildlife management plan on 
the property conducive to sage-
grouse, other wildlife species and 
his cattle operation.

“With the CCAA program, the 
Division of Wildlife is working 
cooperatively with landowners so 
that they can continue their activi-
ties in a way that enhances the sur-
vival of Gunnison sage-grouse,” 
said Tom Remington, director of 
the Colorado Division of Wildlife. 
“These kinds of partnerships are 
critical for maintaining adequate 
habitat for the bird.”

The Fish and Wildlife Service 
also sees great value in CCAA 
partnerships.

“We commend Mr. Allen for 
being the first landowner to sign 
up under this Agreement and for 
his commitment to the conserva-
tion of the Gunnison Sage-grouse, 
said Steve Guertin, the Service’s 
Director of the Mountain-Prairie 
Region. “This type of voluntary 
cooperation of ranchers and other 
rural landowners is essential 
for wildlife conservation in our 
state.”

The CCAA program in the Gun-
nison area was started three years 
ago by the Division of Wildlife and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service as a 
voluntary arrangement under the 
ESA designed to prevent the need 
for listing through preventative 
conservation efforts. The DOW 
has worked closely with the Ser-
vice to develop the program and 
to assist landowner participation. 
Some 100 landowners submitted 
initial applications for proper-
ties that represent about 100,000 
acres.

The DOW has conducted on-site 
inspections of about 30 proper-
ties so far to determine if they are 
located in important habitat areas 
that would aid Gunnison sage-
grouse. DOW and Fish and Wild-
life Service officials expect to sign 
up more landowners in 2009.

Under the agreement, Allen will 
continue to maintain and manage 
water and range resources on the 
property to benefit both livestock 
production and Gunnison Sage-
grouse brood rearing. The enroll-
ment will be in effect until the 
CCAA expires in 2026.

“Allen’s property is a key parcel 
because it allows the birds to move 
around the Ohio Creek valley,” 
said Gary Skiba, senior wildlife 
conservation biologist for the 
DOW in southwest Colorado. “He 
also utilizes rotational grazing for 
livestock that allows for develop-
ment of a great variety of grasses 
and forbs which provide critical 
cover and food for sage grouse,” 
Skiba said.

Allen’s management proves that 
ranching and wildlife manage-
ment are compatible.

“The Service believes there is a 
need for these kinds of agreements 
which provide incentives for land-
owners to help conserve species 
of concern, candidate species, or 
listed species on their property.  
These types of incentive-based 
programs go a long way to con-
tributing to species conservation 
and recovery,” Guertin said.

The Gunnison Sage-grouse cur-
rently exists in seven popula-
tions, six in Colorado and one 
in Utah. These include the Gun-
nison Basin, San Miguel Basin, 
Monticello-Dove Creek, Pinon 
Mesa, Crawford, Cerro Summit-
Cimarron-Sims Mesa and Poncha 
Pass populations. The Gunnison 
Basin population is the largest.
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The Gunnison Sage-grouse is 

designated as a species of con-
cern by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife and a sensitive species by 
the Utah Department of Natural 
Resources.

Florida 
Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation 
Commission seeks 

public input on game 
farms

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) 
is asking the public to provide 
input on proposed rule language 
regarding establishment and op-
eration of game farms in Florida.

Recommended changes include
    * providing an exemption 

to licensing requirements for 
individuals purchasing eggs for 
consumption,

    * deleting the requirement 
to maintain record of births and 
deaths,

    * allowing license holders to 
transport live game to processing 
facilities, and

    * providing exemption to the 
license requirement for the posses-
sion of 50 or fewer live bobwhite 
quail or nonnative game birds, 
except waterfowl.  The exemption 
applies when such game birds are 
for personal use, consumption, 
educational or other not-for-sale 
or exhibition purpose.  

Additional information is avail-
able at MyFWC.com; click on the 
“Tell us what you think” box.

Comments can be electronically 
mailed to rulechanges@MyFWC.
com. The deadline for submit-
ting comments is at the close of 
business on April 20. For specific 
questions, contact Capt. Linda 
Harrison at 850-488-6253.

This topic is also on the April 
15 agenda for the FWC meeting 

at the Tallahassee-Leon County 
Civic Center. The meeting will 
take place in room A1/A2. The 
center is at 505 W. Pensacola St., 
Tallahassee.

FWC meetings are open to the 
public, and anyone requiring 
special accommodations to par-
ticipate in the meeting should 
advise the FWC at least five days 
prior to April 15 by contacting the 
FWC’s Office of Human Resources 
at 850-488-6411.  If you are hear-
ing- or speech-impaired, contact 
the FWC using the Florida Relay 
Service at 800-955-8771 (TDD) or 
800-955-8770 (voice).

ioWa
iowa  dNr to Host 

Public Meeting april 29 
on Proposed Wildlife 

rules
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) is hosting a pub-
lic meeting to discuss a number of 
new proposed regulations includ-
ing changes to deer, waterfowl, 
and turkey hunting seasons and 
some changes to the trapping 
seasons. The meeting will be con-
ducted over the Iowa Communica-
tions Network (ICN) on April 29, 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

“This is an opportunity for our 
hunters and people who support 
wildlife to give us some feedback 
on these regulations,” said Dale 
Garner, chief of the DNR’s wildlife 
bureau. “We will go over the pro-
posed regulations and seasons and 
our rational behind each change, 
and take comments from anyone 
willing to speak, then, if there is 
any time remaining, we will open 
the discussion to other topics.”

The proposed changes include 
reducing the number of fall turkey 
hunting licenses that will be avail-
able, changing the counties that 
will be open for the November and 

January antlerless deer seasons 
and changing when the antler-
less licenses for these seasons will 
go on sale. Other topics include 
proposed waterfowl season dates 
and restrictions on placing traps 
in roadways before the trapping 
season begins.

Any interested person may make 
written suggestions or comments 
on the proposed changes on or 
before April 29, 2009. Persons who 
wish to convey their views orally 
should contact the Wildlife Bureau 
at (515) 281-5034 or at the Wildlife 
Bureau offices on the fourth floor 
of the Wallace State Office Build-
ing. Written comments may be 
sent to the Wildlife Bureau Chief, 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Wallace State Office Building, Des 
Moines, Iowa 50319-0034; or faxed 
to (515) 281-6794.

The DNR will have staff mem-
bers from the wildlife bureau at 
each site to answer questions, and 
to take any written comments.

    * Regulation Changes & Ratio-
nale - 2009-10 Hunting and Trap-
ping Seasons 

ICN Locations:
Ames  Ames High School, 

20th and Ridgewood
Calmar  Northeast Iowa 

Community College, Dairy Educa-
tion Center, 1527 Hwy. 150 South

Centerville  Centerville High 
School, 600 CHS Drive

Clinton  Graphic Arts Tech-
nology Center of Iowa, 1951 Man-
ufacturing Drive

Council Bluffs  A b r a h a m 
Lincoln High School, 1205 Bon-
ham Avenue

Creston  C r e s t o n  H i g h 
School, 601 West Townline Road

Dubuque  Dubuque Senior 
High School, 1800 Clarke Drive

Fort Dodge  St. Edmund High 
School, 501 N. 22nd Street
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Iowa City  Iowa City High 
School, 1900 Morningside Drive

Johnston  J o h n s t o n  H i g h 
School, 6501 NW 62nd Avenue

Marion  Marion Public Li-
brary, 1095 6th Avenue

Marshalltown  Marshall-
town High School, 1602 S. 2nd 
Avenue

Mason City  North Iowa Area 
Community College - 4, 500 Col-
lege Drive

Ottumwa  Ottumwa High 
School, 501 E. 2nd

Sheldon  Northwest Iowa 
Area Community College, 603 W 
Park St.

Sioux City  Central Campus 
Individual Learning Center, 1121 
Jackson Street

Spencer  S p e n c e r  H i g h 
School, 800 East 3rd Street

Waterloo  Hawkeye Com-
munity College - 1, 1501 E. Orange 
Road

West Burlington Southeast-
ern Community College - 1, 1500 
West Agency

Proposal to raise Fees 
Postponed due To 

Economy
A proposal to raise hunting, fish-

ing and trapping fees has been 
postponed due to the current eco-
nomic conditions.

“The proposal to raise fees was 
very difficult for us and the deci-
sion now to postpone the request 
is equally as hard. Because of the 
continued severity of the economic 
downturn, we felt that now was 
not a good time to be raising 
fees,” said DNR Director Richard 
Leopold.

Leopold said the decision to 
postpone the license fee proposal 
was done after consulting with the 
Governor’s office about the timing 
of the request during the economic 
recession.

License fees go directly into the 
Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund. The 
Iowa Constitution only allows 
those funds to be used for fish and 
wildlife programs.

The last increase for resident 
hunting and fishing licenses oc-
curred seven years ago. Inflation 
during that time has sharply 
reduced the amount of funding 
available for fish and wildlife 
programs

“Because adjustments to the li-
cense fees are made so infrequent-
ly, the proposal was under con-
sideration prior to the economic 
downturn. We knew already two 
years ago that we would need to 
make a rate adjustment either this 
year or next, but had no idea at 
the time that the economy would 
experience such a profound down-
turn,” Leopold said.

Leopold acknowledged that 
many key conservation groups 
as well as some Legislators rec-
ognized the need for additional 
funding and have supported the 
proposal.

“We, like everyone else, are hop-
ing that the economic situation 
will improve soon, but for now, we 
will be tightening our belts along 
with the rest of Iowa’s citizens,” 
Leopold said.

On the plus side, Leopold said 
Gov. Chet Culver is proposing $6 
million in supplemental funding 
in his budget for weather-related 
damages suffered last year by the 
department.

“This funding would help us 
weather some of the financial 
stresses caused by the record 
floods and tornados of last sum-
mer,” Leopold said.

Leopold said adjusting license 
fees will be re-visited when the 
state’s economic picture im-
proves.

A series of public meetings to 
discuss the Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund and proposed license 
increase in February and early 
March will also be postponed. 
Leopold said the DNR is looking 
at holding similar meetings next 
summer.

“We look forward to resuming 
this discussion with hunters, an-
glers and trappers. The Fish and 
Wildlife Trust Fund belongs to 
them and we very much value 
their input on the future of these 
programs,” said Leopold.
iowa Pheasants in Need 

of a Good Spring
There is a growing concern over 

the lack of pheasants in the Hawk-
eye State after the severe winter 
and the wet spring in of 2007-08 
took its toll on hens and washed 
out the nests of hens that did make 
it to spring.

“We lost a lot of hens the winter 
before this past one and nesting 
was very poor with all the flooding 
last summer,” said Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland wildlife biologist 
for DNR. “For pheasant numbers 
to bounce back we need some 
more average winter and spring 
weather, rather than record setting 
stuff that we saw last year.”

Fortunately pheasants did get 
some relief from Mother Nature 
this winter. Preliminary informa-
tion from the Iowa Climate Bureau 
shows Iowa had 31.8 inches of 
snow, which is about 26 percent 
above normal, but well below the 
66 percent above normal snowfall 
of the winter of 2007-08.

Bogenschutz noted that snowfall 
was below normal in southwest 
and west-central Iowa, but was 
50 percent above normal in north-
east and east-central Iowa. While 
snowfall in northeast and east-
central regions was well above 
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normal, it is considered mild when 
compared to the winter of 2007-08 
that saw values 140 percent above 
normal.

Perhaps the biggest region to 
see improvement this past winter 
was south-central Iowa. Snow-
fall was near normal versus 118 
percent above normal in 2007-08. 
“We could really use a break in 
south-central Iowa. It has some of 
our lowest pheasant population 
counts,” said Bogenschutz.

“Plugging this past winter snow-
fall information into our weather 
models shows, if we assume 
normal spring rains and tem-
peratures, our pheasant numbers 
should bounce up this fall,” he 
said. “But this forecast all depends 
upon what happens this April and 
May during the nesting season. We 
should of had a good carry over 
of hens, especially in regions with 
below or near normal snowfall, 
thus if Mother Nature cooperates 
this spring we could see a nice 
increase in bird populations in 
those regions.”

Bogenschutz noted pheasant 
populations have doubled in a 
single year in Iowa with good 
habitat and weather. However, 
doubling in some regions in Iowa 
still does not greatly improve bird 
numbers.

“In south-central Iowa we are av-
eraging about five birds per route, 
so a doubling would only mean 10 
birds per route, still below the 30 
birds a route most hunters would 
like to see. However, it’s a start in 
the right direction,” he said.

Previous DNR roadside counts 
on pheasants can be found at the 
DNR’s Web site at http://www.
iowadnr.gov/wildlife/files/up-
road.html.

Keep up-to-date on the 
latest from the iowa 

dNr via Twitter.
Twitter is an online service that 

sends news updates via e-mail 
or cell phone in the form of short 
posts, or “Tweets,” which are no 
longer than 140 characters each. 
The service is available for Iowa 
DNR items like the newest fish-
ing report, upcoming events, im-
portant meeting dates and times, 
camping information, workshops 
and more.

To follow the DNR on Twitter, set 
up a free account at www.twitter.
com/iowadnr and click on the 
“get started - Join!” button.

Be sure to visit the DNR at www.
twitter.com/iowadnr and click the 
“follow” button under the DNR 
logo to start receiving the feed 
immediately.

outdoor Photos 
available for Computer 

Wallpaper
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources has a way to dress up 
the computer with high quality 
Iowa outdoor photography. Go 
to www.iowadnr.gov and look 
under “DNR Media / Extras” for 
seasonal images of Iowa and wild-
life for use as computer desktop 
wallpaper.

The images are available in vari-
ous sizes to match computer reso-
lutions. Check back throughout 
the year for new images.
Plea agreement reached 
in illegal Hunting Case
A Muscatine man who was fac-

ing 75 charges in an illegal water-
fowl hunting case has reached a 
plea bargain agreement.

Tyler A. Wilson, 19, pleaded 
guilty to 34 charges in Louisa 
County Associate District on 
Tuesday, December 30, 2008. Forty 

remaining charges were dismissed 
in the plea bargain agreement. In 
addition, Wilson was also found 
guilty of an additional charge of 
having a loaded shotgun in a mo-
tor vehicle on a public highway in 
Muscatine County on December 
15, 2008.

Wilson pleaded guilty in Louisa 
County to five counts each of 
hunting without a valid hunt-
ing license, hunting without the 
wildlife habitat fee, hunting ducks 
without the state migratory bird 
fee, and hunting ducks without a 
federal duck stamp. These viola-
tions occurred at a private hunting 
area in Louisa County during the 
early Iowa duck hunting season 
between September 20–24, 2008.

Wilson also pleaded guilty to an 
additional 14 charges including 
three counts each of hunting with-
out a valid hunting license while 
under suspension, hunting with-
out the wildlife habitat fee while 
under suspension, hunting ducks 
without the state migratory bird 
fee while under suspension, and 
hunting ducks without a federal 
duck stamp while under suspen-
sion. Wilson also pleaded guilty 
to single charges of unlawfully 
taking a pintail duck and unlawful 
transportation of waterfowl. These 
14 violations occurred at the Lake 
Odessa Public Hunting Area in 
Louisa County on three different 
dates in November, 2008.

Wilson was ordered to pay $4,010 
dollars in fines, and court costs 
in connection with the Louisa 
County convictions. The convic-
tion on the firearms violation in 
Muscatine County resulted in an 
additional fine of $116.00 dollars. 
Wilson’s hunting license and privi-
leges were suspended by the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) in September, 2008 for con-
victions of four different hunting 
violations in Louisa County in 
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2007 and 2008. As a result of these 
latest convictions, Wilson faces an 
additional hunting license suspen-
sion of 17 years.

As a result of the plea agreement, 
the DNR agreed to return Wilson’s 
boat, outboard motor, and trailer 
which were seized by a conserva-
tion officer on November 29, 2008. 
Additional property belonging to 
Wilson including a 12 gauge shot-
gun, ammunition, duck decoys, 
duck calls, and other items were 
condemned and forfeited to the 
DNR.

idaHo
salmon poisoning can 

kill dogs
Warning to steelhead and salmon 

anglers: Sharing your catch with 
your dog can be an act of kindness 
that kills.

Salmon Poisoning Disease is a 
potentially fatal illness seen in 
dogs that eat the flesh or entrails 
of raw ocean-going fish such as 
steelhead and salmon.

Characterized by parasites in-
fected with a rickettsial organism 
that attack the dog’s digestive 
system, salmon poisoning can 
mimic gastrointestinal illnesses. 
Symptoms usually appear within 
six days and include nausea, vom-
iting, lack of appetite, diarrhea, 
dehydration and weakness.

If untreated, the poisoning is 
generally fatal within 14 days. 
About 90 percent of dogs show-
ing symptoms die if they are not 
treated. Caught early enough, 
however, salmon poisoning can 
easily be treated with an antibiotic 
and de-wormer to kill the parasite 
and rickettsial organism.

“With a healthy steelhead run 
now in our rivers and a strong 
salmon run predicted, dog own-
ers should really watch their pets 
closely,” said Lucas Swanson, con-

servation officer for Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.

Several local dog owners have 
recently lost their dogs to salm-
on poisoning because they just 
thought their dogs had a stomach 
ache, Swanson said.

“If your dog is not its usual 
chipper self and its temperature 
is above 101, head for your local 
veterinarian as soon as possible,” 
he said.

And it’s not just dogs taken on 
fishing trips that are at risk.

“If you have a dog that wanders 
or raids garbage cans and you 
are unsure of what it has eaten, 
consider the possibility of salmon 
poisoning,” he said. 

youths enjoy mentored 
late season pheasant 

hunt
On a cold blustery Sunday in 

March, when most folks were 
watching the game or sacking out 
on the couch, two young hunters 
and their mentors went into the 
field for a late season pheasant 
hunt.

They hunted The Flying B Ranch 
in Kamiah. Yes, upland bird sea-
sons normally close on December 
31, but hunting on licensed shoot-
ing preserves is permitted into 
April.

Tommy Macadow and Sarah Fis-
cher of Grangeville were invited 
to the Ranch as part of an annual 
effort from Flying B owner, Bob 
Burlingame, and Idaho Fish and 
Game, to keep Idaho’s hunting 
culture alive and well.

The Flying B sponsors many 
youth hunts throughout the sea-
son. The previous week, 20 gradu-
ates of local hunter education 
classes in the area were invited to 
the Ranch for a day of instruction 
and hunting.

George Fischer, Idaho Fish and 
Game district conservation officer 
from Grangeville praised The “B”, 
its employees and Burlingame for 
being “outstanding neighbors in 
the community.”

“Even in these brutal economic 
times, the Ranch is keeping fo-
cused on our area kids,” Fischer 
said. “Their generosity is second 
to none. The kids have a great day 
at the Ranch. Lessons learned in 
safe practices, making good deci-
sions, respect for others and hav-
ing a strong ethical code will last 
these kids a life time. I have had 
several youth hunters come up to 
me after the hunt and say 45Mr. 
Fischer, this has been the best day 
of my life.’”

In addition to Fischer, Senior 
Conservation Officer Roy Kinner 
and Idaho County Deputy Mike 
Brewster assisted the hunters. Fis-
cher and Brewster’s hunting dogs, 
Ginger and Haus, were also a vital 
part of the day’s success.

The day started off with some 
practice and refining shot gun 
skills at The B’s sporting clay 
range. Tommy gave the coaches 
some fine examples of how it’s 
done, and 99 percent of his shots 
were clean kills on the clay tar-
gets.

Sarah broke her first two clays of 
her budding shooting career.

The weather conditions made for 
a tough hunt. The birds were wild 
and shooting quick and difficult. 
Tommy bagged two roosters and a 
Hungarian partridge. A very lucky 
chukar eluded him.

Tommy lost use of his legs in 
an ATV accident two years ago. 
Handicap? No way. Tommy has 
more drive and skills then many 
folks who rely on legs to get them 
around.

Sarah and her dog Ginger teamed 
up on a rooster, though she gave 



46
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2009                                                   Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com
Ginger most of the credit for the 
quick kill.

It was an awesome day that built 
friendships, safety practices and 
fortified our hunting heritage that 
will last a lifetime and passed on 
to future generations.

KaNSaS
Kansas to receive more 

than $11 million for 2009 
conservation projects

U.S. Secretary of the Interior 
Ken Salazar has announced the 
distribution of more than $740 mil-
lion to 56 state and territorial fish 
and wildlife agencies to fund fish 
and wildlife conservation efforts, 
boat access, shooting ranges, and 
hunter education.

The funding is made available 
to states and territories through 
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration and Dingell-Johnson 
Sport Fish Restoration programs, 
which are administered by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Funds 
are generated by federal excise 
taxes on purchases of firearms, 
ammunition, archery, and angling 
equipment and boat motor fuels. 
The Wildlife Restoration appor-
tionment for 2009 totals nearly 
$336 million, with more than $64.7 
million marked for hunter educa-
tion and firearm and archery range 
programs. The Sport Fish Restora-
tion apportionment for 2009 totals 
more than $404 million.

Under the 2009 distribution, 
Kansas will receive nearly $6 mil-
lion for wildlife restoration and 
hunter education projects and 
more than $5.6 million for sport 
fish restoration in the Sunflower 
State. These funds pay up to 75 
percent of the cost of each eligible 
project, and the states are required 
to contribute at least 25 percent.

Projects will be administered 
by the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks. Funds will be 

used to manage fish and wildlife, 
conduct habitat research, carry 
out studies and surveys, acquire 
lands for wildlife as well as public 
access, conduct hunter education 
programs, and maintain shooting 
ranges.

“This source of conservation 
funding is important not only 
measured by its dollar amount, 
but also by legislative safeguards 
preventing its diversion away 
from state fish and wildlife agen-
cies,” said Rowan Gould, acting 
director of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. “For states working 
to ensure a future for fish and 
wildlife -- and opportunities for 
people to enjoy them -- precious 
few programs offer this level of 
support and reliability.”

For additional information con-
cerning these two important fish 
and wildlife conservation pro-
grams and a comprehensive list of 
state-by-state funding allocations, 
visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service website. 

Child-support debtors 
may not purchase KdWP 

licenses, permits
Parents who are delinquent on 

court-ordered child support pay-
ments are not eligible to purchase 
license or permits issued by the 
Kansas Department of Wildlife & 
Parks.

A law approved by the 2007 Kan-
sas Legislature and Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius (House Bill 2393) requires 
the state’s Department of Social 
and Rehabilitation Services to 
maintain a list of individuals in 
arrears on child support. KDWP 
receives updated electronic files 
of those individuals to match 
against applicants for licenses 
and permits. The law also outlines 
procedures by which individuals 
may be removed from the list of 
delinquent child support debtors, 

reinstating their privileges for 
KDWP licenses and permits.

After comparing the SRS data-
base against KDWP’s licensing 
database, the department’s Licens-
ing Section this week sent letters 
to affected individuals, informing 
each that they will not be able to 
purchase licenses and permits 
until his or her name is removed 
from the SRS-maintained list. The 
law also affects lifetime license 
holders. About 2,800 KDWP cus-
tomers are affected, and have been 
sent letters informing them of their 
status.

KDWP’s automated licensing 
system will prohibit transactions 
with individuals on the SRS list 
and, upon denial of the transac-
tion, those individuals will be 
provided information stating the 
basis for the action and advising 
them to contact SRS’ Child Sup-
port Enforcement staff to discuss.

According to SRS, this new law 
will keep Kansas in compliance 
with the Federal Deficit Reduction 
Act of 2005, thus preventing the 
loss of approximately $36 million 
in federal child support enforce-
ment funds each year.

KENTuCKy
Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife receives 

National recognition for 
Quail restoration Work
Quail Unlimited has awarded 

its prestigious Northern Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative Award to 
the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources for its ef-
forts to restore quail habitat.

“We are humbled and honored 
by the recognition that this award 
brings to our Commonwealth,” 
said Kentucky Fish and Wildlife 
Commissioner Jon Gassett. “It re-
inforces and strengthens our mis-
sion to restore the northern bob-
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white to the numbers enjoyed by 
our parents and grandparents.”

Quail Unlimited cited numerous 
reasons for the award. Since the 
launch of the department’s private 
lands program two decades ago, 
biologists have helped more than 
11,000 landowners and managers 
improve their property for wild-
life. During that time, Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife has restored 
more than 163,500 acres of quail 
habitat in the state through federal 
farm bill programs alone.

While those efforts helped wild-
life in localized areas, the depart-
ment has launched a new program 
to concentrate efforts on large 
blocks of acreage in eight regions 
across the state.

John Morgan, small game pro-
gram coordinator for Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife, said efforts 
are now underway to build com-
munity support for quail restora-
tion through habitat work in the 
focus regions. By concentrating 
on regions rather than scattered 
farms, quail can thrive and spread 
throughout the state instead of just 
being isolated in one area.

It’s a concept that has generated 
national recognition for Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife. “This award is 
a big honor for the department,” 
Morgan said. “It’s the most elite 
award associated with quail res-
toration.”

Quail Unlimited also cited the 
department’s outreach efforts, 
including awards to landowners, 
partnerships with other organiza-
tions, and the campaign to raise 
awareness of quail issues through 
a specialty quail license plate and 
signs on the tailgates of depart-
ment trucks.

“This award is the culmination of 
more than two decades of work – 
and we’ve only just begun,” said 
Wildlife Division Director Karen 
Alexy. “Our ultimate goal is to 

restore essential habitat and an ad-
equate population of quail to hunt 
across the state of Kentucky.”

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife opens More 
Than 1,000 acres to 

Public in Breckinridge 
County

More than 1,000 acres of highly 
coveted hunting ground in Breck-
inridge County is now open to the 
public.

The Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources today 
announced the acquisition of 1,112 
acres of property near the Ohio 
River, formerly owned by Kimball 
International Inc. The new Town 
Creek Tract will join the existing 
5,666 acres of Yellowbank Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA).

“I’m just tickled to death that we 
were able to get this property, and 
the sportsmen and sportswomen 
will be happy with it, too,” said 
Third District Fish and Wild-
life Commission Member Tony 
Brown. “We were interested in it 
because of the diversity it offers 
– it has access to the Ohio River, 
gives people a place to duck hunt, 
and has plenty of timber for deer 
and turkeys.”

Karen Alexy, wildlife division 
director for Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife, noted the property is lo-
cated close to the Louisville area. 
“This acquisition is important 
because it provides more hunting 
opportunity within easy driving 
distance of the state’s biggest 
city,” she said. “This is part of the 
department’s continuing goal to 
provide more opportunities for 
hunters and anglers.”

The property includes old field 
habitats as well as hundreds of 
acres of oak and hickory trees on 
steep to moderate slopes. The area 

supports abundant populations of 
squirrel, turkey and deer.

The new acreage also includes a 
large backwater embayment of the 
Ohio River. An overgrown boat 
ramp on the property will be im-
proved for use, and plans call for 
construction of two parking lots.

Access is available at the Town 
Creek Bridge at KY 144, and off 
Holt Road near Stephensport. 
The new property, located east 
of KY 144, is not connected to the 
remainder of Yellowbank WMA. A 
map of the area is available online 
at http://fw.ky.gov/kfwis/view-
able/ViewableWMA.asp.

Hunting seasons and regulations 
will be the same as the main tract 
of Yellowbank WMA. The area 
is open under statewide regula-
tions for all squirrel, furbearer 
and turkey seasons. Rabbit and 
quail seasons will be open from 
Nov. 1 through Dec. 31. Deer 
season will be open statewide 
for archery, crossbow and youth 
firearms seasons. Bucks must have 
an outside antler spread of at least 
15 inches.

The Town Creek Tract is open to 
foot traffic only. For more informa-
tion, contact Area Manager Ryan 
Taylor at (270) 547-6856, or the 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Infor-
mation Center at 1-800-858-1549.

i don’t have an 
attitude problem. you 

have a perception 
problem
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MiNNESoTa
dNr and The 

Conservation Fund 
team up with private 
landowners to protect 

rare prairie habitat
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) recently 
purchased a 213-acre Native Prai-
rie Bank conservation easement 
near the Lac qui Parle Wildlife 
Management Area that adds to 
the state’s small amount of per-
manently protected, rare native 
prairies.

The DNR made the purchase 
by combining $38,000 from The 
Conservation Fund along with 
$189,000 in bonding funds from 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foun-
dation.

“The DNR’s Native Prairie Bank 
program is an innovative, cost-ef-
fective tool for protecting sensitive 
wildlife habitat that fits well with 
the state wildlife action plan,” said 
Tom Duffus, Upper Midwest di-
rector for The Conservation Fund. 
“The support of landowners, elect-
ed officials, public agencies and 
private organizations has made it 
a huge success. We’re proud to be 
a part of this effort.”

The easement protects high 
quality prairie while keeping the 
land in private ownership and 
allowing landowners to graze it 
under a grazing plan approved 
by the DNR.

A number of rare bird species, 
including the Marbled Godwit, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Upland Sand-
piper and Greater Prairie Chicken, 
as well as Regal Fritillary and 
Poweshiek Skipper butterflies, 
reside on the newly protected 
prairie and on neighboring Plo-
ver Prairie, owned by The Nature 
Conservancy.

The greater prairie chicken has 
been reintroduced to the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management Area. 
It uses the area protected by the 
easement for nesting and for day 
and night roosting. The Minnesota 
County Biological Survey, which 
receives support from the Natu-
ral Resources and Environmental 
Trust Fund, identified the prairie 
as a conservation priority.

The Minnesota Native Prairie 
Bank program protects prairie 
through conservation easements 
on private lands that still have 
original, unplowed native prairie 
on them. When a landowner sells 
a Native Prairie Bank easement 
to the DNR, deed conditions de-
veloped by both parties ensure 
the prairie will never be plowed, 
planted into trees, or otherwise 
changed from its natural charac-
ter.

Conservation easements help 
ensure that prairies will exist 
for future generations while still 
allowing the land to remain in 
private ownership. Landowners 
can graze and hay Native Prairie 
Bank easements under an ap-
proved Prairie Stewardship Plan. 
The DNR often assists landown-
ers with prairie burns and other 
management tasks. The public 
can learn more about the Native 
Prairie Bank easement program 
online.

The Conservation Fund received 
funding from the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation to help 
implement the state wildlife action 
plans in the Upper Midwest states 
of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Il-
linois and Wisconsin.

Minnesota’s state wildlife action 
plan, “Tomorrow’s Habitat for the 
Wild and Rare,” outlines prior-
ity conservation steps to manage 
the state’s native animals whose 
populations are rare, declining, 
or vulnerable to decline. The plan 

identifies 292 species that are in 
greatest need of conservation and 
presents profiles for 25 ecologi-
cally defined landscapes within 
Minnesota. Key habitats for spe-
cies in greatest conservation need 
are identified within each of these 
ecological landscapes.

The action plan’s approach in-
volves a partnership of conser-
vation organizations working 
together to ensure that species are 
sustained for future generations.

More information about the Min-
nesota Wildlife Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation Strategy is 
available online.

More information about the 
Conservation Fund is available 
online.

Sharp-tailed ‘dancers’ 
to perform near lake 
Bronson State Park 
– reserved seating 

available
The sharp-tailed grouse will be 

returning to their lek, or dancing 
grounds, near Lake Bronson State 
Park this spring to perform their 
annual courtship dance. Specta-
tors, who make reservations and 
arrive early, will have front row 
seats to the annual spring spec-
tacle.

From early April to mid-May, up 
to 25 male sharptails are expected 
to gather daily in the grassy open-
ing to dance and attract a mate. 
The males will find a small terri-
tory on the dancing ground, with 
the most dominant closest to the 
center. They will dance, stamp-
ing in circles, while the females 
strut around looking for the best 
dancer.

“It’s a fascinating and often com-
ical display,” said Pete Harrison, 
Lake Bronson State Park assistant 
manager. “Our viewing blind of-
fers an ideal vantage point from 
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which to witness the entire ritual. 
The dancing usually begins just 
before sunrise and continues for 
about two and a half hours.”

The blind can accommodate 
three to four adults, or one adult 
with up to five children. It may be 
reserved at no charge for any day 
of the week by calling the park of-
fice. Only one reservation is avail-
able per day, so early reservations 
are recommended.

Each group will receive an infor-
mation packet via mail or e-mail 
prior to their reservation. Specta-
tors need to be in the blind at least 
45 minutes before sunrise. They 
should dress warmly and are en-
couraged to bring binoculars and/
or a camera. There are no seats in 
the blind, so individuals should 
also bring a kneeling pad or bucket 
to sit upon.

To make a reservation, call Lake 
Bronson State Park at 218-754-
2200. For more information about 
sharp-tailed grouse, visit www.
mndnr.gov.

Lake Bronson State Park is lo-
cated two miles east of the town 
of Lake Bronson in northwestern 
Minnesota. The park access is on 
County Highway 28.

Snow goose season 
opens March 1 in 

Minnesota
Minnesotans can harvest light 

geese (including white and blue 
phase lesser snow geese and Ross’ 
geese) from March 1 to April 30, 
under the terms of a federal con-
servation order. The order, which 
affects 24 states, allows hunters to 
harvest the geese after the tradi-
tional close of hunting seasons.

This is part of an international 
effort to reduce habitat damage 
to Arctic coastal regions and the 
Hudson Bay area by overly large 
populations of lesser snow geese. 
Minnesota has participated in the 

conservation order since 2000, 
with harvests varying dramati-
cally from a few hundred geese to 
6,000 birds depending on weather 
conditions.

“Minnesota is at the extreme 
eastern edge of the spring migra-
tion through the Midwest,” said 
Ray Norrgard, Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
wetland wildlife program leader. 
“March weather, particularly 
snow and ice conditions, can have 
a tremendous effect on the migra-
tion routes of light geese.”

Hunters must obtain a spring 
light goose permit, which is avail-
able at electronic license agents, 
online or via telephone at 888-
665-4236. The permit is free but a 
$3.50 application fee is charged. 
No other license, stamp or permit 
is required to participate.

Most regulations that apply to 
fall goose-hunting seasons also ap-
ply during the spring light goose 
hunt, including non-toxic shot 
requirements and federal baiting 
regulations. In addition, all refug-
es closed to either 
duck or goose 
hunting during 
fall seasons also 
are closed during 
the spring hunt. 
Shooting hours 
will be one-half 
hour before sun-
rise to one-half 
hour after sunset 
each day.

N o  d a i l y  o r 
possession lim-
its apply. Use of 
electronic calls 
and unplugged 
shotguns loaded 
with more than 
three rounds is 
allowed.

A summary of 
regula t ions  i s 

available from license vendors, 
DNR wildlife offices, online or by 
calling DNR Information Center at 
888-MINNDNR (646-6367).
New boundaries drawn 
for ashby State Goose 

refuge
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) will 
modify the boundaries of the 
Ashby State Goose Refuge in 
Grant County later this month, ac-
cording to game refuge order 461. 
The refuge will be made smaller, 
as requested by local citizens, after 
the proposal was heard at a public 
hearing last September.

Grant County residents had sub-
mitted a petition containing about 
60 signatures asking that the DNR 
abandon a portion of the Ashby 
goose refuge. It cited landowner 
desire to hunt geese within the 
existing refuge.

The Ashby refuge, as originally 
created by the DNR in 1971, was 
intended to help re-establish 
Canada geese and encompassed 


