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Regardless of what you’re  
doing right now, I want  
you to drop everything, go 

to your calendar, and circle Saturday, 
April 11. That’s the date for the sixth 
annual Greater Prairie 
Chicken Day at southern 
Iowa’s Kellerton Grass-
lands Bird Conservation 
Area near Mt. Ayr.

I know it’s a ways 
for some of you to drive, 
but if you have even a 
casual interest in wild 
birds or Iowa’s prairie 
heritage, you’ll find 
the trip to be more than 
worth the effort. Easy 
to find, the booming 
grounds are located 
two miles west of Kel-
lerton on Highway 2 
and one mile south 
on 300th Ave. There’s 
ample parking and 
viewing is wheelchair 
accessible. Spotting scopes, early 
morning refreshments, and good con-
versation are provided free of charge. 
Excellent lodging is available at the 
newly constructed My. Ayr Inn.

“It’s a show you don’t want to 
miss,” says DNR Wildlife Biologist, 
Chad Paup. “Although people can 
arrive at any time, the best viewing 
begins at daylight and usually contin-
ues until about mid-morning.

“This is our only public prairie 
chicken booming ground and there’s 
nothing else like it anywhere in Iowa,” 
says Paup. “It’s an event where Iowans 
can come and be virtually guaranteed 
the chance to observe and hear wild 

Annual Prairie Chicken Day 
Offers Unique Public Viewing

A pair of male greater prairie chickens spar for 
dominance at the Kellerton Bird Conservation Area

By Lowell Washburn

A Vanishing Bird

prairie chickens as they display and 
conduct their annual spring ritual. It’s 
like looking back in time to a glimpse 
of what Iowa was.”

For a preview of what you’ll see 
and hear, visit www.prairiechicken.
org. 
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It’s still pitch black when the 
prairie chicken booming ground stirs 
to life. The lack of visibility doesn’t 
seem to matter though. This is one 
annual outdoor performance that 
never waits for sunrise. As soon as 
the morning’s first chickens sail in and 
touch the ground, Act I of The Spring 
Ritual begins.

Somewhere on the dark prairie 
out front, the first male begins his 
dance. The bird bows and then, in a 
cadence too rapid to follow, begins 
to stomp both feet in blurring suc-
cession. The result is an audible tat-
too that immediately quickens to an 
intense drum roll. The force of the 
action causes the chicken to spin like 
a feathered wind up toy.

But the best of the show is yet to 
come. With feet still pounding, the 
bird bows again and begins to pump 
air into its leathery, orange neck sacs. 
Once the chicken’s neck is fully in-
flated, the prairie song begins. It is 
like no other. Eerie, weird, mournful, 
haunting. Once heard, the unique 
sound will be forever burned into 
your memory to be replayed time 
and again.

The chicken’s initial booming 
does not go unnoticed by other early 
arrivals. In a fit of intense jealous 
rage, a nearby male suddenly rushes 
the dancer. Beak to beak, toe to toe, 
the birds quickly square off. With 
hackles raised, the challenge begins. 
But neither bird is willing to back 

Prairie Boomers Offer Unique 
Glimpse into Iowa Heritage

By Lowell Washburn

down. Within seconds the cackling 
confrontation escalates to where both 
males are leaping straight into the air 
while audibly assaulting its opponent 
with beak, wing, and claw. A pair of 
male greater prairie chickens spar for 
dominance at the Kellerton Bird Con-
servation Area. Photo: Washburn

There’s 
good reason 
for all this 
aggression. 
For greater 
p r a i r i e 
chickens, 
s p r i n g 
booming 
g r o u n d s 
[ m o r e 
properly 
c a l l e d 
leks] are 
the very 
e s s e n c e 
of species 
survival. 
Although all adult males boom and 
dance, only the most dominate birds 
are allowed to occupy the lek’s center 
stage. This is where the females will 
eventually come to be courted.

Time flies and before long the 
eastern sky becomes tinged with the 
orange and reds of a new dawn. As 
light increases, the boomers display 
with increasing vigor. Here, amidst 
the seeming chaos of booming, spar-
ing, and retreating, the daily pecking 
order is reestablished. It’s an age 
old scenario. Dominant males to the 

center. Younger, more inexperienced 
birds to the outside.

By now the lek has become an 
amplified cauldron of sound as each 
bird does his best to out compete 
rivals. On a crisp morning, the co-
operative booming can be heard for 
a mile or more in all directions. One 
can only imagine the wall of sound 
that once greeted the spring sunrise 
as tens of thousands of greater prairie 
chickens boomed and danced across 
pre-settlement prairie landscapes.

Suddenly, and without fanfare, a 
lone female appears on the hilltop’s 
horizon. The males acknowledge her 
presence and the booming escalates 
to near hysteria. The hen pauses to 
briefly survey her surroundings. 
Satisfied that she has become the 

Iowa Wildlife

absolute center of attention, the bird 
gracefully strides toward the center 
of the lek.

A male greater prairie 
chickens displays on 
the booming ground 
at the Kellerton Bird 
Conservation Area
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Tens of thousands of migrat 
ing lesser scaup [bluebill]  
ducks are currently visit-

ing Iowa wetlands as they surge 
northward toward Canadian nesting 
areas. One of the migration’s most 
important stopovers is Pool 19 of the 
Mississippi River.

Swarming here from winter re-
sorts in Texas, Louisiana, and Cuba, 
the birds arrive to refuel on abundant 
populations of fingernail clams. Once 
the birds have fed and rested, they 
will leave the Mississippi and head 
northwest across the continent. It is 
the beginning of a journey that will 
terminate on the remote, boreal for-
est breeding grounds of northern 
Canada.

But although the river’s water-
fowl concentrations are impressive, 
all is not well. Scaup populations are 
on the wane ---- down an alarming 

50 percent from the 7 million breed-
ing birds inven-
toried during the 
1970s. Although 
no can say why, 
researchers are 
currently seeking 
the answer. Dur-
ing the past four 
years, Iowa’s Pool 
19  has  become 
the focal point of 
intense scientific 
investigation as 
biologists from 
across the U.S. and 
Canada attempt to 
unravel the mys-
teries surrounding 
the decline. Scien-
tists band a female 
lesser scaup duck 
captured on the Mississippi river at 
Keokuk. Photo by Lowell Washburn

D u r -
i n g  t h e 
past week, 
s c i e n t i s t s 
have used 
baited, wire 
live-traps to 
capture and 
mark a large 
sample  of 
the river ’s 
m i g r a t i n g 
scaup popu-
lation. Ac-
cording to 
L o u i s i a n a 

State University Professor and scaup 
research coordinator, Alan Afton, 
more than 6,000 of the ducks have 
been weighed, measured, and then 
marked with individually numbered 
metal leg bands. As bands are report-
ed by hunters it will aid scientists in 
compiling data needed to make intel-
ligent scaup management decisions.

“In addition to placing bands on 
those thousands of migrating scaup, 
we have also equipped an additional 
17 females with satellite transmit-
ters,” says Afton. “As those birds 
continue their migration, they will be 
tracked by satellite on a daily basis. 

This effort marks the third year that 
we’ve attempted to track females to 
the breeding grounds and then back 
south again in the fall. Last spring, 
most of the females ended up in the 
boreal forest region of northwest 
Canada, and one duck went all the 
way to Alaska.

“During the past two years we’ve 
discovered that, on average, migrat-
ing females only make a total of six 
stops between Keokuk, Iowa and the 
boreal ponds of northwest Canada. 
Although there were several mor-
talities during the nesting season or 
along the migration trail, only two 
of those radioed ducks were shot by 
hunters.”

Scientists Look to Outer Space 
to Solve Iowa Duck Mystery

While other duck species are holding their own, scaup 
populations have waned by 50 percent since the 1970s.

By Lowell Washburn

Waterfowl Conservation
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As this spring’s group of radioed 
hens departs Iowa for the northern 
nesting grounds, space stationed 
satellites will continue to monitor the 
ducks’ whereabouts on a daily basis. 
In most instances, the information 
will be “location specific” to where 
biologists can pinpoint [to within feet] 
the exact wetlands northbound scaup 
are using.

“We’re doing everything possible 
to get a handle on the things affecting 
this population,” said Afton. “Al-
though there are theories, no one can 
say for certain why the scaup decline 
is occurring.

“What we do know is that migrat-
ing scaup are in really good [physical] 
condition when they arrive at Keokuk 
each spring. But by the time those 
same birds arrive in northwestern 
Minnesota, they are in poor body 
condition.”

“Once we pinpoint the exact wet-
lands scaup are using, we can go in 
and sample those locations for food,” 
says Afton. “Once we determine what 
types of wetlands the birds prefer 
during migration, we can go in and 
look at the landscape features affect-
ing those habitats. If we can identify 
a fairly narrow corridor that scaup 
are utilizing, then we can focus on 
improving the condition of those 
particular wetlands.”
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Thanks to Stackpole Books we 
offer you an excerpt from Good 

Shot by Steven Mulak 
Copyrights: Stackpole Books 2008

Buy the Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book  to decide if you want to do buy the book!

People who should know better say that shot 
gunning is an art. Defining what is meant by  
an art can be tricky, but any definition always 

includes the terms imagination, creativity, and originality. 
When you’re trying to hit a flying target with a shotgun, 
you’re not so much shooting at something as shooting 
where something is going to be a moment from now. Admit-
tedly, that takes a little imagination, but does that make it 
art? Adding to the shotgunning-as-art idea is the fact that 
a shotgunner doesn’t really use gun sights per se-at least 
not on flying targets. When you’re shooting correctly, the 
barrel and the bead are blurred in your vision, so you’re 
not really aiming at all-you’re following a moving object 
with your eyes while holding a shotgun. You’ve got to be 
a little bit creative to do that, but is that art?

Then there’s something I call the “invisibility factor” 
that adds to the air of mysticism. We point the shotgun 
and pull the trigger, and something happens that we can’t 
see. We see only the effects (or the lack thereof) - the target 
breaks or it doesn’t, the bird is hit or it keeps flying. But the 
process itself-the shot in flight-is invisible. If you could see 
what was going on (as in archery or golf), shooting would 
be considered an athletic undertaking. But the invisibility 
factor somehow makes it a creative art form-at least in 
some people’s opinion.

In truth, when the shotgunning-as-art argument 
comes up, someone is usually trying to convince you of 
something illogical, such as: Shot stringing is beneficial on 
crossing targets. Or inconsistency is an inescapable part of 
shotgunning. Or little guns perform as well as big ones. 
Or a single pellet of such-and-such size is all you need to 
knock down a gamebird. Or mixed shot sizes work well. 
Or square shot is good for opening up a pattern. Or more 
is less (or vice versa). None of this is logical, and none of 
it is true.

Shotgun shooting is not art. It is an application of the 
laws of physics with a little athleticism thrown in. To call 
something an art implies that people who do it well have 

some God-given talent, while others who don’t, don’t. 
That may be true of forms of expression such as music 
and painting, but it is hardly true of shotgunning. Rather, 
shotgunning is a learned skill that takes some effort to 
acquire. Like any applied science-from cooking to golfing 
to riding a bike-if you do it right, results follow. There is 
no mysticism involved, no special talent, no secret trick, 
no art. You just need to practice and pay attention to a few 
basic things, which are the subject matter of this book.

It’s often difficult to separate the facts from the many 
dubious beliefs that people mindlessly repeat. Supposi-
tion, superstition, and the momentum of tradition cloud 
the science of shotgunning. In that mess of misinforma-
tion, you need to find the kernels of truth and hang on to 
them, because they are essential if you want to become 

Separating Truth from 
Myth

By Steven Mulak
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a good shot. Following is a list of a 
dozen such indispensable verities. 
Each represents an important concept 
in good shooting and is elaborated on 
later in this book.

Good shotgunning 
can be learned. 

But if good shooting can be 
learned, so can bad shooting. A life-
time of bad habits can be difficult to 
unlearn, but improved results pre-
dictably follow improved methods. 
In chapter 3, bad habits and their 
correction are addressed, as well as 
some techniques to improve your 
shooting away from the target range. 
Remember, you will get better with 
practice.

In shotgunning, there 
are only two rules of 
marksmanship: find 
the flight line of the 
target, and keep the 

gun moving. 
Everything else is an elaboration 

of these two basic tenets. Finding the 
flight line and moving the gun along 
it may be easier said than done, how-
ever, particularly when time is short 
and conditions are less than ideal. 
But if there is “a trick to it,” there it 
is. The common question of “How 
much lead?” makes for interesting 
discussions, but there is really only 
one answer: find the line and keep 
the gun moving. If you can arrive at 
a comprehensive understanding of 
these two points and apply that un-
derstanding to your shooting, you can 
throw away every book ever written 
on shotgunning (including this one).

Every miss should 
automatically 

translate into a lesson. 
Hitting all the targets is never a 

realistic goal, but knowing what you 
did wrong when you miss certainly 
is. Practice is all about getting in tune 
with your shooting abilities so that 
you can learn something positive 
from a missed shot and, hopefully, 
correct it. Skeet shooting is a good 
place to start and a logical departure 
point (see chapter 2).

Gamebirds are easy 
to hit but difficult to 

kill. 
Simply knocking down a game-

bird is not enough-a clean kill is what 
you’re after. There are two theories 
regarding the best way to accomplish 
that end: the penetration method 
versus the shock-effect method. In 
chapter 5, 1 argue that shock is a 
consistent killer of gamebirds, while 
physical trauma is not.

Successful 
shotgunning in 

the field involves 
a lot more than 
marksmanship. 

Hunting involves gun handling, 
outdoor skills, and an understanding 
of the habits of the gamebird you’re 
after-plus an intelligent application of 
those factors over a prolonged period. 
It all comes under the heading of wing 
shooting, which is covered in chapters 
7 and 8.

There is one right 
gauge, choke, and 
load combination 
for every shooting 

situation. 
The argument goes that if one 

load or choke is better than another 
for your specific hunting situation, 
there must be one best combination. 
Find it, and consistency follows (see 
chapter 5).

Pattern quality 
trumps every other 

consideration in 
shotgun performance. 

Your intention is never to hit a 
bird with all the pellets that come 
out of the end of the barrel-but you 
do want to hit it with some of them. 
The quality of the pattern ensures that 
“some” is a sufficient and constant 
quantity. Good patterns are respon-
sible for predictable performance, 
and they are far more important than 
muzzle velocity, shot size, or load 
volume (see chapter 5).

Pattern density is the 
first limit on the range 

of a shotgun. 
In all things related to shotgun-

ning, the measure of effectiveness 
is consistency. Good shooting-that 
is, producing consistent, predictable 
results-involves an awareness of both 
range and pattern. Chapter 5 ad-
dresses the need to establish an effec-
tive “slot” for your field shooting-one 
where you’re sure of a consistently ef-
fective pattern through the full length 
of a 10-yard swath.
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Most problems 
with shotgunning 

can be traced to the 
invisibility factor. 
That phenomenon leads to nu-

merous bad decisions. When shooters 
start to believe things that border on 
the superstitious, it is almost always 
a function of the invisibility factor. 
Investigation, however, can provide 
an understanding of those things that 
can’t be readily seen. Without such 
investigation, we operate far more on 
hope than faith. In chapter 5, you’ll 
learn what you can do to overcome 
the invisibility factor and reach the 
point of knowing what your shotgun 
can and-almost as importantly-cannot 
do.

You can be a good 
shooter in spite of an 
inferior shotgun, but 

it’s not easy. 
The list of prerequisites for an 

effective field gun is brief. The fore-
most consideration is that there is a 
difference between a cleanly killed 
gamebird and a chipped clay target. 
Opinions on firepower and handling 
characteristics vary when the subject 
is the “right” gun. Chapter 4 attempts 
to separate the gladiators from the 
gladioli.

Modern premium 
ammunition is better 
than anything made 

in the past. 
That fact alone makes many of the 

definitions and opinions of the past 
obsolete, yet they persist. As a result 
of these erroneous beliefs, the typical 
American shotgunner is using one 
choke too tight and one shot size too 
coarse (see chapter 6).

“You better like the 
outdoors, because 
there’s not enough 
hunt in hunting to 

go afield for hunting 
alone.” 

That’s a quote from my father, 
and in this age of short seasons, lim-
ited bags, and a scarcity of game, his 
words were never truer. Here, at the 
beginning of the twenty-first century, 
being an outdoorsman and being a 
hunter are not necessarily the same, 
but it is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to pursue the latter for a few 
months of the year without also mak-
ing a full-time avocation of the former. 
The two wing-shooting chapters 
elaborate on this premise.

If I were to add a 13th truth, it 
would be this: you can become a 
good shot. There is no doubt in my 
mind, even though I’ve never seen 
you shoot. If you believe it, too, then 
we’ve made a start.

Good Shot by Steven Mulak 
Reprinted with permission: 

Copyrights Stackpole Books 2008
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The publishing industry is  
an interesting case study.  
Take a look at what hap-

pen to the camera/photography 
industry. The professional photog-
raphers are barely scraping by with 
a living. Kodak is just a shell from 
what it once was and may be count-
ing it’s final days. The publishing 
industry is not far behind.

The world has changed with the 
rise of the World Wide Web. Maga-
zine subscriptions have dropped 
to record levels. Last year we did 
a survey of our readers and 90% of 
our PAPER readers were over 55. Yet 
we have many times more readers 
online. The greater majority of hunt-
ers now are younger and read their 
material exclusively off the web. 
Every week we hear about another 
magazine or newspaper going to 
the online only format. There are 
just not enough paying subscribers 
these days to make up the market-
ing mix we used to have with paper 
magazines and printing and postage 
is NOT getting any cheaper. Sadly 
the choice these days is to push 
advertising rates to the point that 
is prohibited for the average com-
pany/breeder or go online. Neither 
is a great choice. But decisions need 
to be made.

We looked at the state of our 
business last fall after the August/
Sept 2008 issue. What we saw in the 
downturn in our economy was a 
major drop in subscriber renewals 
and a drop in advertising renew-
als. We could have gone to print 

with the Oct/Nov issue, but it may 
have been the end for our business.  
So we decided to simply go into a 
holding pattern until things worked 
there way out. 

During the holding pattern I 
spent my days surfing the web. I 
was looking for every dog club in 
the world… I now have a database 
of over 4,000 clubs.  I also located 
chat rooms, great articles and a 
ton of other interesting things I felt 
our readers would be interested in.  
Though we already had the largest 
hunting/dog site on the web, we 
have added this information and 
grown a lot. 

This spring we were looking at 
going back to print again. But ev-
erything told us that would be a bad 
move. So we took a look at Bird Dog 
& Retriever News and looked at our 
readers and advertisers. One thing 
became apparent. We are not like Gun 
Dog or Retriever Journal or Pointing 
Dog Journal who basically have one 
training article after another. We are 
much more of a current events maga-
zine, in addition to offering what the 
others offer. Our April issue looks 
nothing like our September issue and 
our readers like that.

We were the first hunting/
dog magazine with a webite. Now 
all hunting/dog magazines have 
websites. The question is what is on 
them? We have tens of thousands of 
pages on-line; our competitors bare-
ly have ten pages.  We have ALL our 
back issues online…. thousands of 
articles available anywhere anytime. 

Our competitors have a handful of 
articles and many times just portion 
of articles. We believe our way is the 
way of the future.

We see our future much differ-
ently then our competitors. Ours is 
a multi-pronged path addressing all 
age groups.  Although some may 
need to have their grandchildren 
print off a copy for them. First start-
ing with this issue we will be put-
ting out a new magazine the 1st of 
every other month. The next issues 
should be online June 1st. 

We expect our issues will be 
double in size from previous issues. 
Our issues will also be available as 
PDFs and HTML which means they 
can be viewed online or printed out 
for those that want hard copy… and 
all for free and in color. 

In addition we hope to provide 
for you the best bulletin boards and 
chat rooms online. A community of 
hunting dog people, transparent to 
the rest of the world and in a green 
environment…. did I miss any of the 
latest buzzwords?

Not to forget our advertisers 
who will be paying for all this our 
adv rates will be cut roughly in half 
to what they used to be.  And in ad-
dition to our website we now have 
high visibility on the other social 
networks including Twitter, Linked 
In, Face book, My space and all the 
blogs, something or competitors 
do not have and bringing in many 
times more readers.

So that’s the story. Will this al-
low us to survive and flourish in this 
environment? Who knows? It is the 
best option we think we have. Much 
of our future is based on you and how 
many friends you tell about Bird Dog 
& Retriever News.  We hope to bring 
you many years of enjoyable reading 
in the future as we have in the past. 
Thanks for everything.

Dennis Guldan
Publisher Bird Dog & Retriever News

 

The New Bird Dog & 
Retriever News

By Dennis Guldan

Our Future
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the shooting for you the entire first 
year, while you watch your dog to 
make sure that he remains steady. 
This is “graduate level” training for 
your dog, and that’s why you see so 
few truly broke dogs out in the field 
hunting.

Proofing Your Dog
To proof your dog after all this 

training, you can start tempting the 
dog where you can control the mis-
takes. This provides you with the op-
portunity to train your dog to a higher 
level. Again, don’t rush this, but start 
occasionally _ flushing birds toward 
your dog trying to entice him to break. 
Some trainers do this in the yard by 
throwing birds toward the dog from 
a distance and then moving closer 

and closer to him-this is advanced 
work and is NOT how you initially 
introduce birds with the “whoa” and 
ecollar! If at any time during this work 
your dog takes steps, you can stop 
him with the ecollar.

As previously indicated, the 
novice might think that this is an ex-
cessive amount of ecollar usage, but 
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS BE USING 
THE LOWEST LEVEL THAT YOUR 
DOG WILL RESPOND TO. If he forces 
you to go up in intensity at some 

Working with Birds and 

Training Steady to Wing & Shot
By Mark Payton Sr 

Continued from page 13

Thanks to Mira Publishing 
we offer you an excerpt from 
Favorite Ways to Train Your 

Bird Dog By Mark Payton SR 
Copyrights 2009

point, do so to ensure compliance at 
that moment, but try going back to 
the previous level to see if the lower 
level might be effective again. If you 
must continue all subsequent work 
on the higher level, that becomes the 
new “base” level with that particular 
dog.
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News From The AKC

Four More States Pass 
AKC Canine Good 

Citizen® Resolutions 
Bringing Total To 39
Arkansas, Iowa, Rhode Island 

& Vermont Recognize Importance of 
Responsible Dog Ownership  As a 
testament to the important role that 
training and responsible dog owner-
ship play in ensuring that dogs are 
well behaved members of society, four 
states have recently joined the growing 
list that have passed American Kennel 
Club® (AKC) Canine Good Citizen® 
(CGC™) resolutions. AKC CGC is a 10-
step certification program that rewards 
dogs with good manners at home and 
in the community. The resolutions sig-
nify an endorsement of the AKC CGC 
program at the state level.

Iowa, the most recent addition to 
the list, passed its resolution in March, 
following closely behind Arkansas, 
Rhode Island and Vermont, who 
passed their resolutions in January and 
February 2009.

“Many dog owners choose CGC 
as the first step in training their dogs,” 
said Mary Burch, PhD, AKC S.T.A.R. 
Puppy and CGC Director. “The sup-
port provided by the 39 state legisla-
tures that have endorsed the program 
clearly demonstrates that CGC is 
becoming increasingly accepted as 

the nationwide gold standard in basic 
training.”

Due to the success and recognition 
the AKC CGC program has received, 
AKC recently introduced a natural 
precursor to becoming an AKC Canine 
Good Citizen®, the AKC S.T.A.R.sm 
Puppy Program. “S.T.A.R.” stands for 
what every puppy needs – Socializa-
tion, Training, Activity and a Respon-
sible owner. The program provides all 
dog owners with the early guidance 
needed to get their puppies off to the 
best possible start in life and set them 
up to thrive as adult dogs.

“Practicing responsible dog own-
ership is the best way to combat restric-
tive dog legislation and ensure that 
reasonable ordinances are proposed in 
every community,” added Dr. Burch.

In total, 39 states have adopted 
CGC resolutions, including Alabama, 
Alaska, California, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hamp-
shire, New Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, 
West Virginia, Wisconsin, and the U.S. 
Senate.

Viewed as the first step in dog 
training, S.T.A.R. Puppy and CGC lay 
the foundation for other AKC activities 
such as obedience, agility, rally, track-
ing and performance events.

Additionally, police and animal 
control agencies use CGC for dealing 
with dog problems in communities; 
therapy dog groups use CGC as a 
partial screening tool; and some 4-H 
groups around the country have been 
using the CGC as a beginning dog 
training program for children.

For more information about AKC 
CGC, S.T.A.R. Puppy or to find an 
evaluator near you, visit: http://www.
akc.org/events/cgc/

AKC and AKC/CHF 
Breeders’ Symposium 
to be Held in Tampa, 

Florida
The American Kennel Club and 

the AKC Canine Health Foundation 
will be presenting a Canine Breeders’ 
Symposium hosted by the University 
of South Florida located in Tampa, 
Florida on Saturday, July 25, 2009. The 
symposium is open to all breeders, 
experienced and novice, plus anyone 
with a true dedication to dogs. The 
program will include topics relevant 
to a modern and responsible approach 
to canine breeding and medicine. The 
symposium will offer dog breeders a 
forum to meet, learn, and share ideas, 
concerns and expertise. The event will 
feature such speakers as the renowned 
Claudia Orlandi, PhD presenting her 
ABC’s of Dog Breeding program, 
Leslie Monroe, DVM speaking on The 
Nutrition of Lactation, John Verstegen, 
III, DVM, PhD on Canine Reproduc-
tion and others speaking on canine 
breeding and health issues.

This a one day program. The cost 
of general admission is $95. For those 
wanting Continuing Education Credits, 
the cost is $200. This course has been 
submitted (but not yet approved) for 6 
hours of continuing educational credits. 
The cost includes conference material 
featuring the ABC’sof Dog Breeding, as 
well as breakfast and lunch.


