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If you look at dog training as  
a way to shape behavior the  
mystery would disappear. It’s 

really quite simple when you apply 
these principles to your pup. While 
walking with your pup, stop and 
when your pup sits down tell him, 
“Good Sit” and give him a treat or 
simply praise him. Continue walking 
and randomly stopping and without 
saying a word, wait for pup to sit, tell 
him Good Sit and praise. When pup 
comes to you without being called, 
tell him Good Here and release him 
to play again. After a few seconds, 
call pup to you and when he comes 
in praise/treat and release him. If he 
doesn’t come in, use the check cord to 
bring him to you and then praise him 
for coming in. If you continue to do 
this with any command pup will be 
doing two things – he will be learn-
ing to be a well-mannered pup and 
he will be learning to think. He will 
be problem solving and seeing what 
he can do to make you tell him what 
a smart boy he is. Let’s see, if I Sit I 
get rewarded. If I come when called I 
get rewarded. 

Some dogs are very vocal and 
have trained their owners to respond 
to their whining or barking. Yes, the 
dog has trained you not the other 
way around. When you respond 
to the barking or whining by 
letting him out of the crate 
or kennel he learns that 
whining/barking means I 
get to get out or get atten-
tion. The way I work with 
a litter of pups is to not 
let them out of their pen 
until all of the puppies 
are quiet. I don’t say any-

thing while they are screaming, whin-
ing or barking, simply stand there and 
wait…and wait…and wait some more. 
Eventually the pups will get quiet out 
of curiosity. At that point I say, “Good 
quiet”. As soon as I say anything they 
start screaming, whining and barking 
again. So, I wait some more. This does 
take a lot of patience but believe me, it’s 
worth it in the long run. 

When you put your pup in a crate 
or kennel and he screams to be let back 
out, ignore him. Walk away and let him 
scream. When he is quiet, even if only 
for a minute, go back out and tell him 
good quiet and let him out for a few 
minutes then put him back in the ken-
nel/crate. He will learn that making 
noise does not have the desired affect, 
being quiet does - he gets out. 

If you have a pup that barks or 
whines in training because he wants 
to retrieve so bad he can taste it do not 
let him fetch until he’s quiet. Hold him 
but any means possible, with a check 
cord or hang onto his collar, but don’t 
let him go until the whining stops. 
Tell him, “Good quiet” and let him go 
fetch.  If you are consistent in training 
and never let him go when he makes 

noise he will learn that quiet puppies 
get to go fetch. 

When your pup picks up a bird or 
bumper or a ball or a dog toy and you 
say, “Good Fetch”, and praise him for 
being such a smart boy he will want to 
do it again since it pleases you. As you 
continue to use the word in a positive 
manner he learn what the word Fetch 
means. If you let pup carry his prize 
and even parade around with it he 
will learn that carrying things around 
is a good thing and this will become 
a habit. If he wants to turn and walk 
away rather than come straight back 
then you do the same – turn and walk 
away in the opposite direction. Never 
grab at the bumper or bird in the pups’ 
mouth as that will only encourage the 
pup to play keep away.  Let him come 
up beside you and while keeping your 
back turned to pup, kneel down and let 
him approach you. Softly pick up the 
check cord and while pup still has the 
object in his mouth, gently push his 
rump down to Sit. If he is still holding 
that’s great. If he’s dropped it, don’t 
worry about it. The main focus is to 
teach pup that Fetching is fun and if 
he brings it back to us we will throw 
it again! We aren’t going to take his 
prize away from him for long, only 
long enough to pitch it out for another 
chase and retrieve. 

Always end a session on a posi-
tive note and always leave pup want-
ing more. Don’t keep going until pup 
gets tired and starts acting up. For 
the hard driving puppy five or six 
retrieves, each one a little longer than 
the last, is plenty. If your pup loses in-
terest easily don’t worry about it – get 

one good retrieve and stop. As 
he grows and learns how 

much fun this fetching 
business is you will 

be able to stretch 
out the time and 
the distance.

Best afield, 
Pam

Good Quiet: Rewarding Good 
behavior and Ignoring Bad Behavior

By Pamela O. Kadlec

Training

Just Ducky Kennel 
& Spaniel Training Academy

3-time Boykin Spaniel Society National Open Champion, HRCH 
UH Curlee Gurlee and 5 Generations of Just Ducky Boykin Spaniels earning 

HR, HRCH and GRHRCH titles
At Just Ducky Academy each dog is trained ac-

cording to his/her personality.

Pamela O. Kadlec, Dean of Retriever Studies
79 Wood Duck Drive, Edgefield, SC 29824
(803) 637-2007 www.boykinspaniel.com



11
Ads starting from $160/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2009                                We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                             www.Bdarn.com



12
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169 Cell

April/May 2009                                                   Now in our eighteenth year                                                                   www.Bdarn.com

Buy The Book
Thanks to Mira Publishing we of-
fer you an excerpt from Favorite 
Ways to Train Your Bird Dog By 
Mark Payton SR

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Pen-Raised Game Birds
One alternative to pigeons is the use of pen-raised 

birds, and quail is the most common choice. Pigeons are 
far superior to quail when it comes to flying from your 
dog after they’ve been flushed, but if you insist on using 
quail, finding a good source of healthy, strong-flying birds 
is a must! For housing your birds, do an internet search 
for “quail pen.” Again, just make sure they have food, 
water, and shelter.

Portable Quail Pen. Note feeders (projecting thru 
the back), nipple waterers attached to the bottom of PVC  
pipe, recall funnel, and optional electronic call bird sitting 
on the roof to try to get released birds to recall to the pen 
thru the funnel.

Introducing Your Dog to Birds
Properly introducing your dog to birds is something 

that many people neglect. With most dogs, it’s a very short 
introduction requiring just a few sessions, but you have 
to read your dogs body language to see how quickly to 
proceed. Before describing how to introduce a bird, let me 
tell you how NOT to introduce a bird to your dog. Don’t 
just dizzy up a quail and throw it down on the ground 
and let your pup

“hunt” for it. Pen-raised quail are notorious for staying 
too long, and your pup just might get too close and get hit 
in the face with a wing as the bird takes off. This could be 
traumatic for some dogs causing them to not like birds. 
A bird dog must love birds! Another mistake would be to 
let the dog hunt for a bird in a launcher before the dog has 
been properly introduced to launchers. This too could be 
very traumatic for some dogs.

One easy way to introduce a pup of any age to the 
smell and feel of a bird is to have the dog on a checkcord 

and throw a freshly killed quail or pigeon for the pup. 
Whatever the pup elects to do with the bird, short of eating 
it, is fine. Let him sniff it, touch it, and if he picks it up and 
wants to run around with it, encourage him to bring it to 
you with gentle tugs on the checkcord. If it looks like he is 
trying to eat it, which is very unlikely, get to him and get 
the bird from him without getting upset or saying anything 
negative to the dog. Think how confused the dog would 
be if you threw a bird for him then immediately went over 
screaming “give it to me,” or “NO.” If he doesn’t come to 
you, don’t raise your voice or appear angry. We want this 
to be a positive experience for the PUP.

If he brings you the bird, let him hold it for a while. 
Don’t be in a hurry to take the bird from him. If he drops 

Working with Birds 
and Training Steady to 

Wing & Shot
By Mark Payton Sr 
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Favorite Ways To Train your Bird 
Dog By Mark Payton Sr. Reprint-
ed with permission: Copyrights 
Mira Publishing  2009

the bird and comes to you, love on 
him anyway. He doesn’t know to 
come all the way to you WITH the 
bird, so just verbally praise the dog 
for coming to you. You can throw the 
bird a couple more times, but put the 
pup up while he’s still wanting more. 
I’ll usually entice and tease the dog as 
if I’m going to throw it one more time, 
but I then put it away instead.

When the pup is 3-4 months or 
older, and you’re ready to introduce 
him to live birds, get a pigeon and use 
both your hands to protect the bird, 
although we’re actually protecting 
the pup from a possibly unpleasant 
first experience. Hold the bird so that 
just his head and apart of his tail are 
sticking out, where it can’t flap. Let 
the pup come up to your hand to see 
what’s going on. If he doesn’t show 
much interest, try enticing or teasing 
him with it but protect the bird. While 
he’s watching you or the bird, let it fly 
away, but don’t let the pup get close 
enough to be hit by a flapping wing. If 
your pup wasn’t excited initially, the 
sight of a flying bird should arouse his 
curiosity. If your pup was excited, the 
sight of a flying pigeon should excite 
him all the more.

When the bird flies, he may or 
may not attempt to chase, but at least 
we want to see a lot of enthusiasm as 
he watches it fly off. Continue this, if 
necessary, until your pup is very ex-
cited whenever he sees you with the 
protected bird in your hands. Then 
it’s time to move to the “locked-wing” 
bird.

To lock the wings of a pigeon, fold 
the pigeon’s right wing over the left 
near the base of the wing (as shown 
in Figure at right) and then fold the 
left wing back over the right, but the 
second fold is done at the elbow joint 
(not the base). This doesn’t hurt the 
bird, and the bird can fly away as soon 
as you unlock its wings.

Tease your dog with the locked-
wing bird and then throw it a short 
distance, but make sure you have a 
checkcord on him. As long as he’s not 

trying to eat it, let him enjoy the bird 
for 10 seconds or so, and then encour-
age him to you with gentle tugs on the 
checkcord. Make sure that you don’t 
do or say anything that will make this 
unpleasant for the dog.

When he shows lots of enthusi-
asm toward the locked-wing bird, it’s 
time to let him catch a clipped-wing 
bird, i.e., a bird that’s had its primary 
wing feathers pulled or clipped. These 
birds can still flap their wings (and 
walk or run), but they can’t fly. Throw 
the clipped-wing bird a short distance 
for your dog and let him go to it (don’t 
forget your checkcord). Your goal is to 
ultimately have the pup go boldly to 
the clipped-wing bird, and when he 
will do this, QUIT.

You now know that you have a 
pup who likes birds. The purpose of 
this training is to introduce your pup 
to birds and to gradually convince him 
that the bird will not hurt him. But you 
do NOT want to allow your pup to 
continue to catch birds, because this 
could create problems later.

Steady to Wing & Shot
The steadying procedure is the 

same when you introduce the shot 
after the bird has flown, i.e., whoa/
nick as soon as the dog moves and 
hold onto the checkcord in case the 
dog tries to run through the ecollar. 
If he does try to run through the 
ecollar, whoa/nick when he reaches 
the end of the checkcord, too. You’re 
proceeding step-by-step with con-
sistency, repetition, and praise. To 
lessen the magnitude of this hurdle, 
you can shoot your blank gun once or 
twice BEFORE you launch the bird. 
It seems illogical to shoot before the 
bird takes flight, but most dogs ac-
cept this with no “let down” in their 
style, and it does make steadying to 
the shot easier.

The dog is being steadied to 
the shot. Shooting before the bird 
takes flight usually results in no “let 
down in style and often expedites the 
steadying process, but be ready to 

“whoa and nick, if the dog moves.

Steady to Wing, Shot, 
and Fall

You can repeat this same proce-
dure for steady to wing, shot, and 
fall, but if you elect to do this, don’t 
shoot every bird, and don’t let your 
dog retrieve every bird that you shoot. 
For most of the birds that you elect to 
shoot, keep the dog steady while YOU 
RETRIEVE THE BIRD TO THE DOG. 
By this, I mean that you walk out to 
pick up the bird, and then walk

back to the dog with it. Then you 
can throw it a few feet for the dog to 
retrieve if you want. It’s the desire 
to retrieve that causes many dogs to 
break. They’re trying to get that bird, 
but by you getting the bird for them, 
they get the reward without com-
promising their steadiness. For the 
birds that you allow him to retrieve, 
walk back to him to physically (and 
verbally) release him.

If you elect to steady your dog 
to the fall of the bird, that’s one area 
when having a helper really comes 
in handy. If you can find someone to 
shoot the birds, you can stay com-
pletely focused on your dog. You 
should have an understanding with 
your shooter that if he hears you say 
“whoa,” he’s not to shoot. If the dog 
moves (i.e., if he does not remain 
steady to wing OR perhaps he just 
gets too close to the launcher and you 
want to launch it and then enforce 
a stop to flush), you certainly don’t 
want to shoot that bird, because he 
made a mistake.

If you’re going to keep your 
dog broke (i.e., meaning completely 
steady) during the hunting season, 
consider letting someone else do 

Continued on page 38
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Browning Citori Superlight Feather available  in 
12, 20 and 28 gauge, 26” barrels, MSRP $2,229

Browning’s Citori web site  
illustrates 28 over/under  
models, 27 of which have 

conventional pistol grips. Only one, 
the Superlight Feather, has a straight 
”English” style grip. What’s going on 
here? Browning is one of the savviest 
gun makers in the business today. 
Why would they bother marketing 
a gun when the preponderance of 
shotgun buyers opts for a pistol grip 
gun? It doesn’t make much sense . . . 
unless, of course, there is some sort of 
benefit that is not immediately obvi-
ous. And might that “benefit” lead to 
fuller game bags? Does the Superlight 
Feather give those who shoot them an 
unfair advantage in the field? They 
seem to think so.

And they may be right! Many 
years ago Don Zutz, the late great 
outdoor writer, advanced the theory 
that the best shotgun design was one 
that “put the palms of the hands in the 
same plane.” The advantages of this 
design can be easily be demonstrated 
while you are reading this magazine. 
Imagine the spine is 43” long. Cradle 
the magazine with your left hand 
about a foot ahead of your right hand. 
Raise the magazine and sight down 
the gutter. Naturally, anyone watching 
you will think you are nuts. Forget 
their raised eyebrows. Instead, look 
at where your elbows are. They are 
up and away from your sides... and 
ready to swing left or right. Automati-
cally positioning the elbows makes 
it possible to practice the instinctive 
shooting required to take birds at 
short range and in close cover. Tuck 
that nugget of knowledge away for the 
moment and resume reading.

Straight-stocked guns have a 
well-deserved reputation for being 
“quick” guns . . . meaning they come 
to your shoulder quickly. The Super-
light Feather takes this concept a step 
further. It has a lightweight alloy 
receiver with a steel breech face (and 
hinge pin), which reduces the weight 
of this 26” barreled gun to about 6-1/4 
pounds in 12 gauge and 5-3/4 pounds 
in 20 and 28 gauge. Light weight is an 
important factor in gun handling and 
long days in the field, but it comes 
with this proviso: it still takes six 
pounds of gun to comfortably absorb 
the recoil from a one-ounce load of 
shot. This gun 
is de-

signed and built for the bird hunter 
who is probably only going to get half 
a dozen shots all day. Shoot a round of 
low-gun sporting clays with this gun 
and you will be punished. Browning 
does not want to encourage you to 
shoot geese and turkey with the Su-
perlight Feather either. This is probably 
the only 12 and 20 gauge shotgun on 
the market today that DOES NOT have 
3” chambers!

Shooting smart instead of big = 
more poop per pop. Within the last 
few years Browning has made signifi-
cant changes in the barrel architecture 
that is incorporated in Superlight 
Feather 12 and 20 gauge shotguns. 
These include:

FORCING CONES... if you look 
down bore from the breech end, you’ll 
see a ring just ahead of the chamber. 
That’s the forcing cone that leads into 
the barrel. You can kind of judge the 
depth. If it’s your grandfather’s gun, 
it’s probably 1/2.” A more recently 
manufactured gun might be 3/4.” 
Browning’s Vector Pro™ Forcing 
Cones are 2-1/2” long. The phrase 
“competition length” comes to mind. 
Note that this rhymes with “industrial 
strength.” This longer taper means 
less shot deformation, which means 
more uniform and consistent patterns. 
The benefit is a higher percentage of 
pellets in the target area.

BACK-BORED BARRELS in-
crease the bore diameter compared 
to the standard bores. This small 
increase in size significantly reduces 
the friction between the shot column 
and the barrel wall, allowing more of 
the energy generated by the powder 
to push the shot pellets to a higher 
velocity. Higher fps means more im-
pact at longer range; a nice bonus for 
second shots.

W h e n 
lengthened 
f o r c i n g 
cones and 

back-bored 
b a r r e l s  a r e 

combined with Browning’s Invector-
Plus™ choke tube system, we have 
in the Superlight Feather a light, quick 
handling gun with better patterns 
effective at longer distances. It’s like 
getting the magnum performance of 
more shot at higher velocities as a no-
charge throw-in. 

Lily gilding the Superlight Feath-
er Standard stock dimensions are: 
1-5/8” x 2-1/2” x 14-1/4” in 12 gauge 
and 1-5/8” x 2-3/8” x 14-1/4” in 20 
and 28 gauge. If you decide to add a 
pad to accommodate another length 
of pull and maybe soak up some re-
coil, consider the Pachmayr Sporting 
Clays pad. It has a smooth, rounded 
heel that will not hang up on the way 
to your shoulder.

Why is this gun different? 
Vive le difference! 

By Bill Hanus
www.billhanusbirdguns.com

Firearms
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The 1/16” cast-off found on current Citori produc-
tion is a reasonable compromise for an all-around field 
gun that will be used by both right-handed and left-
handed shooters. For pheasant, ducks and dove, where 
you have a fairly large window of opportunity to align 
the target and the sight plane, it should do quite well. 

But for quick, intuitive targets like quail, woodcock 
and grouse, 1/16” of cast-off isn’t enough to keep the 
right-handed shooter from shooting a bit high and to 
the left. It is better than zero cast, but it takes 3/16” or 
1/4” cast-off to have the gun shoot where he is looking. 
Stock bending or the judicious use of a wood rasp where 
the cheek meets the wood is all that stands in the way 
of converting a good field gun to a great birdgun.

Browning packs three choke tubes with all Citori 
field guns: Improved Cylinder, Modified and Full. This 
is too much choke constriction for guys who hunt in 
close cover or over close-working dogs. The Invector-
Plus™ choke system also offers optional Cylinder and 
Skeet choke tubes . . . a much better choice for 18- and 
20-yard birds. 

Like the man says: Perfection is in the details.

Browning Citori 16 Gauge 
Closeout

This is probably the last and final run of these great 
small frame guns. I have these models and barrel 
lengths in stock: 

Lightning, 26 and 28”.................................. $1,695
White Lightning, 26” ..................................... 1,795
Model 525 Field, 26 and 28”......................... 1,795
Model 525 Sporting Clays, 28, 30 and 32” ... 2,495
Lightning Grade IV, 26 and 28” .................... 2,595
Lightning Grade VII Grey, 28” only............... 3,795
Lightning Grade VII Blue, 26 and 28” ........... 3,795

Add $50 for shipping to your FFL holder.

Price includes a bottle of Clenzoil, plus a pair of Briley-made 
Skeet choke tubes with all field guns. We offer leather- 
covered pads ($300) to your LOP requirements and custom 
stock-bending ($300) for right- and left-handed shooters.

We also sell Merkel and Fabarm Shotguns

Bill Hanus Birdguns, LLC 541/265-7433
P.O. Box 533 Fax for dealer FFL’s: 541/265-7400
Newport, OR 97365 www.billhanusbirdguns.com
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For 16-year-old, Jena Siglin,  
this year’s waterfowl sea 
son ended with a bang, a 

band, and the surprise recovery of a 
satellite transmitter. Female

“It was Saturday, and my Dad 
and I had been duck hunting on the 
Wapsipinicon River,” recalls Siglin. 
“Hunting was kind of slow, but as we 
were driving home, I spotted some 
ring-necked ducks sitting on one of 
my Dad’s ponds. I immediately de-
cided to try and get one.”

Utilizing the pond’s earthen dike 
for concealment, Siglin carefully made 
her stalk. Inching as close as possible, 
the hunter rose, took her shots, and 
successfully bagged two birds. Upon 
retrieving the ducks, Siglin was sur-
prised to find that one of the birds 
carried an aluminum leg band. Even 

more thrilling was the discovery of a 
unique piece of “jewelry” around the 
duck’s neck. That item proved to be a 
fully functioning satellite transmitter. 
The satellite radio had been placed on 
the duck by wildlife biologist, Steve 
Cordts who is studying ring-necked 
ducks in northern Minnesota.

“I was so amazed,” says Siglin. 
“The first thing I did was call Scott 
Kinseth who is our local DNR Conser-
vation Officer. He was really helpful 
and said he’d help me figure things 
out. He put me in touch with the right 
people.

“After I got the names, I started 
emailing biologists. I reported the 
duck’s band number as well as the 
numbers on the radio. Steve Cordts 
sent me pictures of radioed ducks on 
his project and a DNR lady mailed me 

a map of where the bird had nested 
way up north. My Grandpa really got 
into this thing, and we looked at an-
other map to see where the duck had 
been before it came to Iowa.”

A pair of ring-necked 
ducks.

Swift of wing and prized for its 
flavor, the ring-necked duck is ex-
tremely popular with hunters across 
the nation. According the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service, around 400,000 
ring-necks are harvested annually. Al-
though biologists place leg bands on 
a sample of the wild population each 
year, only eight ring-necked ducks 
carried satellite transmitters during 
the 2008-2009 hunting season.

“This was only my second year 
hunting ducks,” says Siglin. “Last 
year, I bagged two ducks. This season 
I shot five.

“Although I’ve been going along 
with my Dad and his friends for a long 
time, it’s mostly been just sitting and 
listening. This was the first year that 
I’ve been majorly out there with my 
own gun and everything,” said Siglin. 
“After this season, I’m definitely 
hooked on duck hunting.”

As it turns out, Siglin’s unique 
trophy will provide more than a deli-
cious duck dinner. She’s having the 
bird mounted, where it will claim a 
prominent position among her out-

Iowa Hunter Bags Rare 
Waterfowl Trophy

 Space Age Research Reveals 
Amazing Bird Migration

Wildlife & Technology
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door memorabilia.

More Satellites
While we’re on the subject of satellite transmitters, my 

friend Alan Afton sent an interesting note the other day. 
A professor at Louisiana State University, Afton serves as 
chief coordinator for the ongoing study to examine the 
alarming decline of lesser scaup [bluebill] ducks.

An important part of this project has focused on 
migration staging areas along the Mississippi River at 
Keokuk. During last spring’s migration, more than 4,500 
scaup were captured and banded there. Before release, 26 
of those ducks --- all females --- were implanted with satel-
lite transmitters. During the past several months, scientists have monitored 
the movements and survival of those birds from outer space.

Upon leaving Iowa last spring, most of the radioed scaup traveled to 
extreme northwest Canada or Alaska to nest. Come fall, the surviving hens 
headed back south.

Two of those ducks had an exceptionally interesting fall migration, 
reports Afton. Satellite tracking stations recorded one bluebill hen [radio 
number 80897] sitting on Devil’s Lake, North Dakota on November 14. The 
bird apparently felt the sudden urge to move, and was next reported on 
November 17, sitting on an inland lake in south central Cuba. The three-day 
flight covered an incredible straight line distance of 2,100 miles.

Equally amazing, was the flight of a second female scaup reported in 
Pierce County, North Dakota on November, 13. On November 16, satellites 
discovered the duck on Cuba’s north shore. Three days later, the bird had 
joined the first hen on that southern inland lake.

As the fall migration led both hens on a southeasterly course, it is all 
but certain the birds passed through Iowa. We can only imagine, but one of 
those ducks may even have been in that flock of wind driven bluebills that 
rocketed past your blind last November.
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I’ve always been chary about tell 
ing other people how to hunt. It  
seems to me to require a certain 

conceit to be presumptuous enough 
to think you have the answers. But 
now that the dogs and I qualify as 
“grizzled old veterans,” who do their 
hunting from a haybale blind with a 
carpeted floor, it is probably okay to 
make an exception. So, here’s what 
I’ve learned in 35 years of hunting 
geese on the prairies of Saskatchewan 
with help from the dogs.

What should a goose 
dog be? 

They have to be big enough and 
strong enough and brave enough 
to tackle a wounded goose that 
may well be attacking them. They 
also need the ability to carry geese 
which may weigh anywhere from 
a couple of pounds for a Ross to 20 
pounds or more for a giant Canada. 
Note that no mention is made of 
any specific breed although I have 
always hunted geese with Chesa-
peakes and if I was hunting geese 
over water, would accept nothing 
except a Ches as my goose dog. 
But for hunting on stubble fields, 
pretty much any sporting breed 
will do provided it likes to retrieve 
and that is including Poodles and 
Airedales in the category of “sport-
ing breeds.” Some of the pointing 
breeds that tend to view retriev-
ing as being beneath them would 
not be the best choice for a goose 
dog. But there are individuals in 
those breeds who think fetching 
is the most fun game ever devised 
and these retrieve-crazy pointers 

probably would make decent goose 
dogs.

There are dogs 
that simply are not 
suitable as goose 

dogs. 
This rather sweeping statement in-
cludes a significant percentage of 
retrievers from field trial breeding 
because if there’s one thing a goose dog 
needs to be, it is patient. Way too many 

field-trial bred dogs are temperamen-
tally unsuited to be patient. They are 
just too “hot-wired” to be content with 
the stop and start hunting action that 
marks most goose hunts.

One of my Chesapeakes qualifies as 
a non-goose hunter. You can’t stand 
to have him in the goose blind or pit 
because he needs action all the time. 
Unless there are birds falling continu-
ously, which never happens, he gets 
bored and when he gets bored, he 
begins to invent ways to entertain 
himself. Unfortunately, none of the 
entertainment he devises has a positive 
effect on the goose hunt. He is fine as 
an upland dog because he gets to move 
all the time. He is a disaster as a goose 
dog where he has to sit and wait. Every 
training method in the books and a few 
that aren’t have been tried to get him 
to settle down enough to be a good 
goose dog. None have succeeded so 
rather than torture the dog and the 
people who have to hunt with him, he 
has received a permanent assignment 
to upland bird hunting.

The farther 
north in 

the flyway 
that you 

hunt the fall 
migration, 

the less 
concealment 
you need for 

the dog. 
While cover means ev-
erything to the suc-
cess of the hunters, the 
geese are not bothered 
by the presence of a 
dog. I will concede that 
things might be differ-
ent when the birds get 
to Arkansas or Louisi-
ana but innumerable 
times in Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and Manitoba, 

Goose Dog
By M.J. Nelson

Waterfowl Hunting

Bob watches for geese out the end 
flap of the blind. This does not seem 

to bother the incoming geese.
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geese have come into the 
decoys while the dog was 
out running around mak-
ing a retrieve. Bob sits 
in the haybale blind and 
watches for birds out the 
end flap. The incoming 
geese do not seem to see 
him or if they do, they do 
not perceive him as “dan-
ger.” The same is true of 
my hunting partner’s dog 
who lays alongside his 
ground blind. What does 
seem to be important is 
that the dog not jump 
around or run back and 
forth by the blind. What 
this means is that goose 
dogs do need training to 
be quiet and calm around 
the blind. Also, unless 
you are such a superb 
shot that you never miss, 
they need to learn the 
meaning of “no bird.” 
Once they understand that “no bird” 
means the shot has been missed and 
there is no bird down anywhere for 
them to retrieve, it saves the dog a lot 
of frustration.

Absolute steadiness 
is overrated. 

Oh, it is great if you can achieve it 
without abusing the dog but every 
dog I have ever known that had any 
moxie as a retriever would sometimes 
get excited enough to break when the 
geese are coming in and several are 
falling at once. That includes dogs 
that had several qualifying scores 
at the master hunter level. So, spare 
everyone a lot of bad language and 
the dog a lot of pain. Use a stake-out 
or some other tethering device by 
or in your blind or pit. Only control 
freaks demand absolute unfettered 
steadiness from their dogs when they 
are hunting geese and this steadiness 
is almost always achieved by having 
the dog wear an electronic collar. It’s 
one thing to use a collar when you are 
training. It’s a whole different story 
to use one when you are hunting. Es-
pecially when you are hunting birds 

where you can enforce steadiness in 
other, less stressful, less painful ways. 
Hunting should also be fun for the 
dog. It won’t be if you are continu-
ally yelling at the dog, beating it or 
shocking it.

So turn a deaf ear if the use of a 
stake-out or a leash elicits derisive 
comments from the members of your 
hunting party Most of them don’t 
know squat about dog training other 
than what they’ve seen in the fantasy 
goose hunting world portrayed on 
some of the outdoor television shows. 
What those programs fail to show is 
the dog screaming at the top of its 
lungs when it does get excited, breaks 
and gets burned at maximum levels 
nor do they ever bother you with the 
details of the frequently brutal train-
ing necessary to achieve the level of 
steadiness that will stop a dog from 
ever breaking no matter what the 
temptation.

You can always tell the scoffers that 
they ought to be grateful that they 
don’t have to run out and retrieve 
their own geese or if they really need 
a lesson, let the dog retrieve your 
geese but not theirs.. Accompanied 
by appropriate comments, a few trips 

across a half mile or 
more of stubble and 
summer fallow in 
pursuit of a goose 
they shot that sailed 
usually shuts up 
even the most de-
termined taunter.

A very important 
part of the hunt, at 
least to me, is watch-
ing the dog work, 
seeing him enjoy his 
work and seeing the 
pride in his bearing 
when he does his job 
well. When he hears 
“All right! Good boy! 
Good dog!” he wags 
all over and even 
takes a parade lap 
on occasion. If you 
are yelling, beating 
or shocking, a lot 
of the pleasure goes 

out of the hunt. That is not to say that 
you should not correct mistakes and 
bad behavior on the part of the dog in 
the field. It just means that you should 
eliminate, as much as possible, oppor-
tunities for the dog to make mistakes 
and behave badly.

Goose hunting is 
always changing. 

The geese have gradually been getting 
smarter and in this regard, it is not 
just fifteen and twenty year old snow 
geese. White-fronts or specklebellies, 
which are what we hunt and which 30 
years ago were considered to be the 
simpletons of goosedom, are getting 
much more difficult to fool.

When I first started hunting at the 
north end of the flyway in Saskatch-
ewan 35 years ago, a few silhouettes, 
and not very good silhouettes at that, 
were sufficient to bring geese into 
range. A few years later, shell decoys 
became necessary but only two or 
three dozen were needed. I think we 
paid about $35 per dozen for that 
first group of shells. That eventually 
became six dozen and so on until we 
were putting out a spread of nearly 

Hunting should also be fun for the dogs. A 
very important part of the hunt should be 
watching the dog work, seeing him enjoy 

his work and seeing the pride in his bearing 
when he does his job well.


