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However, we must disagree. 
A reading of the original bill was 
straight out of the HSUS handbook 
for breeding laws. After failing to get 
enough support, the bill’s sponsors 
softened it in several areas. However, 
we still believe that the legislation is 
unnecessary, as commercial kennels 
already are regulated federally and 
by state animal cruelty laws, ensnares 
conscientious kennel operators in 
needless regulation and red tape, and 
is very burdensome to many animal 
rescue groups and serious avocational 
breeders.

HB 1332 still requires anyone who 
sells or transfers 25 or more dogs and/
or cats in a year to be licensed, inspect-
ed and regulated as a commercial 
kennel. For some breeds, this would 
amount to only three or four litters 
a year. It also specifically includes 
private animal rescue groups.

Fines, penalties, animal seizures 
and license revocations are specified, 
but a kennel owner is not give to op-
portunity to face a court of law. Ap-
peals are administrative only, with the 
Department of Agriculture becoming 
the cop, judge, jury and executioner.

P l e a s e  re a d  H B  1 3 3 2  f o r 
yourself: http://webserver1.lsb.
state.ok.us/2009%2D10bills/hb/
hb1332%5Fhflr.rtf .

Washington Bill Due For 
Vote

Legislation regulating people 
who raise dogs has passed the Sen-
ate in Washington, and also passed 
through a House committee. It passed 
by an 8-3 vote in the House Judiciary 
Committee on March 26, and now can 
be called for a final vote by the full 
House at any time.

Like the Oklahoma bill, Washing-
ton Senate Bill 5651 was softened after 
its introduction because of protests by 
dog owners. The original bill could be 
accurately described as inflammatory 
animal rights legislation that would 

have wantonly destroyed high quality 
breeding of purebred dogs in the state. 
It defined even small hobby breeders 
as “puppy mills.”

There have been several improve-
ments to the legislation. However, 
the American Sporting Dog Alliance 
continues to actively oppose it for 
several reasons.

Chief among those reasons is 
the fact that it is not needed. When 
challenged by the American Sport-
ing Dog Alliance, proponents of the 
legislation could not name a single 
instance when a problem at a kennel 
was not fully addressed by existing 
laws. Washington has very tough 
animal cruelty laws, and they can be 
used to shut down any poorly oper-
ated kennel.

We see no reason to subject the 
vast majority of kennel owners, who 
have high quality operations, to cum-
bersome bureaucracy.

Moreover, all real commercial 
kennels already are federally regu-
lated. Although it’s stated purpose is 
to regulate commercial kennels, the 
legislation specifically excludes any 
kennel that has a federal license.

That exemption tells us that com-
mercial kennels are not the real target. 
In fact, the bill still specifically targets 
anyone who owns or possesses more 
than 10 sexually intact dogs over the 
age of six months. This group includes 
almost all serious hobby breeders, 
and some of the finest kennels in 
America.

The bill also effectively prohibits 
raising puppies in a home environ-
ment.

Here is a link to the legisla-
tive summary of the amended bill: 
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/
billdocs/2009-10/Pdf/Bill%20Re-
ports/House/5651-S.E%20HBR%20
JUDI%2009.pdf .

This link is the actual text of 
the amended bill: http://apps.
l e g . w a . g o v / d o c u m e n t s / b i l l -
docs/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20
Bills/5651-S.E.pdf .

The American Sporting Dog 
Alliance urges all Washington dog 
owners to contact as many state sena-
tors as possible to express opposition 
to SB 5651. Here is a list of all state 
senators, with links to pages with full 
contact information: http://www.leg.
wa.gov/Senate/Senators/ .

The American Sporting Dog Alli-
ance represents owners, breeders and 
professionals who work with breeds 
of dogs that are used for hunting. We 
also welcome people who work with 
other breeds, as legislative issues 
affect all of us. We are a grassroots 
movement working to protect the 
rights of dog owners, and to assure 
that the traditional relationships be-
tween dogs and humans maintains 
its rightful place in American society 
and life. The American Sporting Dog 
Alliance also needs your help so that 
we can continue to work to protect the 
rights of dog owners. Your member-
ship, participation and support are 
truly essential to the success of our 
mission. We are funded solely by your 
donations in order to maintain strict 
independence.

Please visit us on the web at www.
americansportingdogalliance.org . 
Our email is asda@csonline.net .
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