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dog or puppy. In some municipalities, 
zoning ordinances say that sales tax is 
required on any sale of a dog.

* A criminal background check is 
required of everyone who applies for 
a license as a commercial or hobby 
breeder.

* The Department of Licensing 
and Regulation will inspect kennels 
and administer the law. This will 
entail annual inspections. A veterinar-
ian or animal control officer could be 
called in to assist in the inspection, 
with the kennel owner paying for 
the cost. Regulation will not be with 
the Department of Agriculture or any 
other agency familiar with animal 
husbandry.

* A seven-member advisory board 
will be created to oversee the law and 
develop regulations. People who raise 
dogs will not have representation on 
this committee.

* Commercial kennels (includ-
ing serious hobbyists) would have 
to shut down until bureaucracy runs 
its course, an inspection is held and 
a license is issued. No time limits are 
set for the state to act.

* Intensive regulation on the care 
of dogs in commercial kennels would 
be established. These standards essen-
tially would prohibit serious hobby 
breeders from raising puppies inside 
their home, and would require a ster-
ile institutional environment. Paper-
work also would be extensive.

* Puppies could not be sold until 
they are 12 weeks old, and provisions 
for disclosures and a “lemon law” are 
included. Regulations would require 
kennels to employ a staff deemed 
to be sufficient, and formal training 
would be required.

* Stiff fines and civil penalties are 
imposed for even minor violations, 
and the penalties could be cumula-
tive, counting each dog and each day 
as a separate offense.

Maine Hunting Dogs
Dogs that kill or injure any do-

mesticated animal could face a court 
order mandating euthanasia if LD 
988 (same as HP 680) passes into law. 
This bill amends the current danger-
ous dog law, and is scheduled for a 
hearing on Friday.

This bill would have particular 
meaning for people who hunt with 
dogs or compete in field trials, as 
animals that are technically domesti-
cated (such as feral cats that have no 
owner or wandering poultry) can be 
encountered far from homes or farms. 
Domestic waterfowl, for example, 
sometimes are encountered living a 
feral existence.

It even could include a hunting 
dog that is attacked by another dog, 
fights back in self-defense, and injures 
the assailant.

Under LD 988, the court could 
declare the dog dangerous and order 
euthanasia. There is no appeal.

A hearing on this legislation is 
scheduled for Friday, April 3, before 
the Joint Agriculture, Conservation 
and Forestry Committee at 11 a.m. 
in Room 206 of the Cross State Office 
Building in Augusta.

The American Sporting Dog Alli-
ance is urging all Maine dog owners 
to attend and testify at this hearing 
if possible, and also to submit com-
ments on the legislation by phone, 
mail, fax and/or email.

Here is a link that shows each 
member of the committee. Select each 
official’s name to be directed to his 
or her home page and full contact in-
formation: http://www.maine.gov/
legis/house/jt_com/acf.htm .

Please read the legislation (it is 
short but not sweet for dog owners): 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/
legis/bills/bills_124th/billpdfs/
HP068001.pdf .

 
Oklahoma Bill Ensnares 

Breeders
Legislation that will affect many 

people who raise dogs was resched-
uled and will face a vote on Wednes-
day, April 1, by the Senate Appro-
priations Committee. If the committee 
approves the bill, it will be sent to the 
full Senate. The bill already passed the 
state House by a wide margin.

HB 1332 was originally scheduled 
for a vote on March 23, but intense 
efforts by people who raise dogs 
made its passage questionable. Thus, 
its sponsors asked for more time to 
lobby the senators, and to hold rallies 
by PETA and HSUS supporters on 
Tuesday March 31.

The committee vote is set for 
Room 419-C of the State Capitol Build-
ing. The time is listed only as after the 
session or after the Rules Committee 
meeting, which is set for either 1:30 
p.m. or after the session.

We are urging Oklahoma dog 
owners to contact Appropriations 
Committee members before Wednes-
day by phone, fax, mail or email to 
express opposition. Here is a link 
to the members of the committee: 
http://www.oksenate.gov/commit-
tees/standing/appropriations.htm 
. Click on each member’s name to 
locate contact information.

In addition, a rally of dog owners 
(organized by commercial breeders 
with the American Canine Associa-
tion) is set for 9 a.m. Tuesday at the 
Capitol.

The legislation is the brainchild 
of the Oklahoma Veterinary Medical 
Association (OVMA), and supposedly 
was meant to impact only large com-
mercial kennels. OVMA officials have 
contacted the American Sporting Dog 
Alliance to state that the legislation 
is not inspired by the animal rights 
agenda or HSUS.


