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Other states with more than one 
bill are Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Montana, Nevada, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Virginia and 
West Virginia.

Wyoming, Washington, Vermont, 
Oklahoma, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Kansas, Delaware and Colorado face 
one bill apiece.

The most common kinds of leg-
islation are about people who breed 
dogs, people who sell puppies, man-
datory pet sterilization, puppy “lem-
on laws,” restrictions on selling dogs, 
and limits on the number of pets a 
person can own.

 
Texas Breeding Bill 

Hearing
The Texas House Licensing and 

Administrative Procedures Commit-
tee will hold a hearing on legislation 

that would place crippling restric-
tions on people who raise dogs. The 
hearing on House Bill 3180 is set this 
coming Wednesday, April 1, in Rome 
E2.016 at the Capitol in Austin.

The American Sporting Dog Alli-
ance is urging all Texas dog owners to 
attend this hearing if possible, sign up 
to testify, and also submit comments 
to each member of the committee. 
Comments should be submitted by 
mail, fax or phone, with email as a 
somewhat less effective alternative.

Here is a link to the committee 
website: http://www.house.state.
tx.us/committees/list81/350.htm . 
If you click on each member’s name, 
his or her home page and contact in-
formation will be displayed.

HB 3180 is a complex piece of 
legislation. Please read it for your-
self at http://www.capitol.state.
tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/
HB03180I.htm .

Here is a summary of 
its major provisions:

* Anyone who owns or possesses 
11 or more intact female dogs is con-
sidered to be a commercial breeder, 
subject to intense and crippling 
regulation. Most serious hobbyists 
fall into this category. Most profes-
sional trainers and handlers would 
be ensnared in this provision as well. 
No one could possess more than 50 
intact adult dogs.

* A hobby breeder is defined as 
someone who owns or possesses 10 
or fewer intact female dogs. Most 
serious hobbyists would exceed this 
number if retired dogs, elderly dogs, 
dogs in competition, young dogs for 
evaluation and dogs for breeding are 
counted.

* A troubling definition says that 
a dealer is anyone who is required by 
law to collect sales tax for the sale of a 


