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the salted skins from nine ducks 
they killed there.  The men did not 
declare any wildlife on their U.S. 
Customs Declaration forms.

Upon their return to Minnesota, 
Robert and Nicholas Deeb took 
the smuggled waterfowl to Jack’s 
Taxidermy for processing.  Jack 
Hanson admitted to federal agents 
that he knew it was illegal to ac-
cept and process these waterfowl, 
but did it anyway.

On Oct. 23, 2008, Minnesota DNR 
Conservation Officers and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service agents 
simultaneously interviewed mem-
bers of the Deeb hunting party.  
Some of the hunters denied any 
knowledge of the smuggled birds 
while others eventually admitted 
the group intentionally smuggled 
the ducks they killed in Argen-
tina.

On Dec. 16, 2008, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Resident Agent 
in Charge Patrick Lund and Min-
nesota DNR Conservation Of-
ficer Greg Salo met with Robert 
Deeb and his attorney.  During 
the meeting, RAC Lund and CO 
Salo described the evidence that 
had been assembled during the 
investigation and charges that 
may be filed.  

On Feb. 25, 2009, Deeb’s attorney 
surrendered the nine illegally im-
ported waterfowl to RAC Patrick 
Lund.  Lund then issued eight 
federal violation notices for Rob-
ert, Raymond and Nicholas Deeb; 
the Deeb’s attorney accepted the 
violation notices on their behalf.  
The following day Jack Hanson 
was issued a misdemeanor Lacey 
Act violation notice for knowingly 
accepting and processing illegal 
migratory birds.  Each of the nine 
violation notices was paid by 
March 19.

 “The important thing to under-
stand for those that hunt abroad 
is that there is a right way and a 

wrong way to import hunting tro-
phies,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Resident Agent in Charge 
Patrick Lund.  “Smuggling wild-
life is always the wrong way.  It 
is the hunter’s responsibility to 
understand and follow the law.”

Information on wildlife laws and 
how to properly import and export 
wildlife can be found at:  http://
www.fws.gov/permits/

The waterfowl smuggled in 
this case were: two rosy-billed 
pochards, two ringed teal, two 
Brazilian teal, one white-faced 
whistling duck, one silver teal 
and one speckled teal; all of which 
were mounted in flying positions 
on driftwood by Jack Hanson.  The 
mounts will likely be turned over 
to the Turn In Poachers, Inc., (TIP) 
program for public display and 
education.

Photos of the waterfowl can be 
found at: http://www.fws.gov/
midwest/LawEnforcement/city-
duck.html

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit http://
www.fws.gov
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Learning Center to Host 
Minnesota Waterfowl 
Symposium this April

The Prairie Wetlands Learning 
Center in Fergus Falls, Minn., will 

host the 12th annual Minnesota 
Waterfowl Symposium April 17-
19, 2009. Sponsored by the Min-
nesota Waterfowl Association, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Ducks Unlimited, Inc., and Delta 
Waterfowl, the symposium will 
address waterfowl habitat protec-
tion, restoration and enhancement 
with presentations from the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources, federal agencies and 
non-governmental organizations.

“Every partner who attends the 
Minnesota Waterfowl Symposium 
is vital to the future of wetlands 
and waterfowl in Minnesota,” said 
Tom Melius, Midwest Regional Di-
rector of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. “Our collective successes 
add up to better habitat, healthier 
waterfowl populations and a bet-
ter environment for all of us.”

The theme of the symposium 
is: Collaboration and Conserva-
tion. The symposium will fea-
ture presentations from leading 
scientific experts on the current 
status of waterfowl populations, 
harvest trends, and management 
of existing wetlands and grassland 
habitats.

The Lessard Outdoor Heritage 
Council will also address new 
funding being made available for 
conservation and environmental 
protection, which was created 
with the passage of a state con-
stitutional amendment last No-
vember.

To attend the symposium, regis-
tration information can be down-
loaded at http://www.mmwa-
terfowl.com. Registration forms 
and payment must be mailed to 
Minnesota Waterfowl Association, 
Attn: Symposium, 901 First Street 
North, Hopkins, Minn., 55343, no 
later than April 3, 2009. Registrants 
are responsible for personal travel 
and lodging arrangements.


