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Spokane River. By the early 1900s, 
sage grouse had disappeared from 
much of that area. The population 
on the Fitzner and Eberhardt Arid 
Lands Ecology Reserve at Hanford 
in Benton County was evidently 
lost after catastrophic wild fires 
in 1981 and 1984. The breeding 
population in Lincoln County was 
gone by 1985 because of habitat 
changes.

Sage-grouse have survived in 
parts of Douglas County that were 
not converted to agriculture, and 
on the Yakima Training Center, 
a military reservation where de-
velopment did not occur, Stinson 
said.

The birds will be considered 
sufficiently recovered for removal 
from the state threatened species 
list once the average breeding-sea-
son population reaches 3,200 birds 
for a period of 10 years, and active 
breeding areas are established in 
six or more designated manage-
ment units, Stinson said. Currently 
the state sage grouse population is 
estimated at 640 birds.

For more information on sage 
grouse in Washington, see http://
wdfw.wa.gov/wildlife/manage-
ment/birds.html#grouse.

Wyoming
gAmE AnD FiSH 
oFFERS SUmmER 

yoUTH CAmP
Most teenagers have plenty to 

do to keep them busy in the sum-
mer, but at the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Conservation camp, 
teens have the opportunity to do 
activities that are anything but 
ordinary.

The Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department is offering youth, 
ages 14-17, a camp where they 
can learn about wildlife and the 
outdoors, make new friends and 

create good memories. The Game 
and Fish Department’s annual 
WILD About O.R.E.O. Youth Con-
servation Camp is scheduled this 
year for Aug. 2-7 at the Whiskey 
Mountain Wildlife Conservation 
Camp located near Trail Lake, ten 
miles southeast of Dubois.  

Green River regional informa-
tion and education specialist Lucy 
Wold says the camp is a great bar-
gain and a lot of fun.

“The camp is free. Young men 
and women enjoy a week of learn-
ing outdoor skills, and conserva-
tion ethics. They also participate 
in hands-on activities like shoot-
ing sports, fishing skills, hiking, 
canoeing and campfire time,” says 
Wold. “Students learn and recreate 
together in some of Wyoming’s 
most beautiful mountain country. 
Students won’t find an experience 
like this camp anywhere else in 
Wyoming and they get it all for 
no charge.”

 Wold, who has been working at 
the Youth Camp since 1993, says 
the camp is well balanced with 
outdoor, indoor and hands-on 
activities.  Most of the activities 
are done in groups with some op-
portunity to work alone.

“Campers work as a team all 
week,” says Wold. “If you like 
being active, working with other 
kids and want to learn more about 
your natural environment and 
the outdoors, this is the camp for 
you.”

Students must live in Wyoming 
and be sponsored by a teacher or 
youth leader. Most equipment is 
provided. Each camper is required 
to provide personal gear, includ-
ing sleeping bag, hiking boots, rain 
gear and cool-weather clothing.

According to Wold, the camp 
application process is very com-
petitive and the forty openings 
fill fast.  

The Game and Fish will accept 
applications through 5 p.m. on 
May 31.  Application forms are 
available at any regional office of 
the Game and Fish, at the depart-
ment Web site, or by calling the 
Game and Fish education section 
office at (307) 777-4538.

USFWS
Four metro Area men 
Agree to Pay Fines For 

illegally Smuggling 
migratory Waterfowl 

From South America to 
minnesota

A joint U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources investigation 
led to the discovery that Robert J. 
Deeb, of West St. Paul; Nicholas 
Deeb, of Inver Grove Heights; and 
Raymond Deeb, of Eagan; illegally 
smuggled nine migratory water-
fowl into the United States from 
Argentina.  The fourth man fined 
was Jack Hanson, owner of Jack’s 
Taxidermy in Coon Rapids, who 
mounted the ducks for display 
knowing they had been illegally 
smuggled into the country.  In 
total, the four men were charged 
with seven misdemeanor Federal 
Lacey Act violations and two mis-
demeanor violations of import 
regulations. The men paid fines 
totaling $10,775.

The case against the men began 
as a tip to the Minnesota DNR.  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Special Agents joined the inves-
tigation when it became appar-
ent international smuggling was 
involved.

Investigators learned that on 
Aug. 19, 2008, Robert J., Nicholas 
and Raymond Deeb, along with 
another individual, returned from 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, to the 
United States.  While in Argentina 
the men placed in their suitcases 


