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panding that prohibition to other 
hunts around the state.

New this year, hunters will be re-
quired to use non-toxic shot when 
hunting upland game birds or 
mourning doves in three units of 
the Sunnyside-Snake River Wild-
life Area, where ingestion of lead 
shot by wildlife is of particular 
concern. In 2011, the non-toxic shot 
requirement will be expanded to 
all established WDFW pheasant-
release sites.

The commission also approved 
a number of other changes in 
hunting rules and seasons in the 
following areas:

    * Deer and elk seasons: Starting 
this year, hunting opportunities for 
muzzleloaders will be expanded 
in several ways and special-permit 
hunts with modern firearms will 
be added when mature bucks and 
bulls are most available. Hunting 
seasons for archers, who currently 
have the longest seasons of any 
user group, were modified to ac-
commodate these changes.

    * Cougar hunting: The com-
mission approved a statewide 
archery-only season Sept. 1-25 
and a muzzleloader-only season 
Sept. 26-Oct. 16 to make hunting 
options for cougar consistent with 
deer and elk seasons during those 
periods.

    * Bear seasons: Most seasons 
will remain the same for 2009, 
but regulations for 2010-11 were 
deferred pending further study of 
bear populations that show signs 
of decline in some areas of the 
state. Management units that for-
merly opened the day after Labor 
Day will open Sept. 1, consistent 
with the opening day of archery 
season.

    * Hunting equipment: Hunters 
using muzzleloaders or archery 
equipment will be allowed to carry 
a handgun for personal protection 
if they have a concealed pistol per-

mit. Hunters may also use black 
powder pistols to hunt during 
muzzleloader seasons. 

A description of these and other 
initiatives in the three-year hunt-
ing plan approved by the commis-
sion will be posted by April 11 on 
the Hunting page of the WDFW 
website at http://wdfw.wa.gov/
hunting/. The new hunting rules 
and seasons will also be incor-
porated into the 2009 Big Game 
Hunting pamphlet, which will be 
available by April 20.

The three-year hunting rule 
package approved by the com-
mission is intended to implement 
the strategic goals set forth in the 
2009-15 Game Management Plan, 
available at http://wdfw.wa.gov/
wildlife/management/.
Threatened sage grouse 

released in Lincoln 
County

For the third time in two years, 
the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has 
released sage grouse on public 
land in Lincoln County, in an ef-
fort to establish a third population 
of the state threatened species in 
Washington.

A total of 28 sage grouse—15 
males and 13 females—were re-
leased March 28 and 29 on WD-
FW’s Swanson Lakes Wildlife Area 
and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) property south of Creston 
in Lincoln County. The birds were 
collected from healthy popula-
tions near Lakeview, Ore.

Before release each bird was 
fitted with radio-telemetry equip-
ment to enable biologists to moni-
tor their survival and movements, 
including whether they join birds 
that were previously released.

WDFW released 17 sage grouse 
last spring and 24 others last fall 
at the same location. WDFW Wild-
life Biologist Howard Ferguson of 

Spokane reported some of those 
birds remained in the area and 
some were killed by predators, 
although post-release monitoring 
was hampered by defective radio 
transmitters. Three of the birds—
one male and two females—had 
grouped near this year’s release 
site, which could help the birds 
form a lek site or breeding ground, 
Ferguson said.

The sage grouse reintroduction 
project is a joint effort involving 
WDFW, BLM, the Oregon De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
private volunteers and the Inland 
Northwest Wildlife Council. A re-
search project by Washington State 
University will begin this spring 
helping to study and monitor the 
birds.

There are two other populations 
of sage grouse in Washington. 
About 450 sage grouse are in 
shrub-steppe and Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) habitat in 
Douglas County, mostly on private 
land. Another 190 birds inhabit 
shrub-steppe land on the federally 
managed Yakima Training Center 
in Kittitas and Yakima counties.

The greater sage-grouse (Centro-
cercus urophasianus) was listed 
as a threatened species by Wash-
ington state in 1998. In 2001, the 
Washington population of the sage 
grouse also became a candidate for 
federal listing as a threatened spe-
cies, under the federal Endangered 
Species Act.

WDFW Wildlife Biologist Derek 
Stinson said the reduction in the 
number and distribution of sage 
grouse in Washington is largely 
due to habitat loss and degrada-
tion.

In Washington, sage grouse his-
torically ranged from the Colum-
bia River to Oroville, and from the 
eastern Cascades foothills to the 


