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primary roosting area for snows 
in the High Plains, have been 
devoid of white birds. Outfitters 
say snows left the region with the 
recent mild conditions. Prospects 
are fair.

Utah
DWR surveys upland 
game hunters in a new 

way
42,000 hunters will receive an 

e-mail survey in April
For the first time, the DWR 

will send out surveys to last 
fall’s 42,000 upland game hunters 
through e-mail.

The Division of Wildlife Re-
sources is using a new tool to col-
lect valuable information about 
Utah’s upland game populations 
— e-mail.

In April, 42,000 hunters will 
receive an e-mail that provides a 
link to the survey. If you’re one 
of those hunters, DWR biologists 
hope you’ll click on the link and 
answer the survey.

“The information you provide 
will help our biologists better 
manage upland game in Utah. 
And that will result in better 
hunting for you,” says Heather 
Bernales, biometrician with the 
DWR. “We hope you’ll take a few 
minutes to answer the survey.”

Bernales says the survey does 
not ask for personal information. 
“If you receive a hunting survey 
that asks for a credit card number, 
a home address or any type of 
personal information, know the 
e-mail is not from us and delete 
it,” she says.
Watch sage grouse strut 

on april 4
The “bloop, bloop” sound that 

male sage grouse make, as they 
strut on their breeding grounds, 
is one of the most unique sounds 
you’ll ever hear in nature.

If you want to see the unique 
sage grouse strutting ritual on 
April 4, be there early: Viewing is 
best before the sun comes up and 
at first light.

And the sight of the grouse strut-
ting is pretty unique too!

You can hear and watch this 
ritual yourself at a free wildlife-
viewing event in east-central Utah. 
The event will happen April 4 at 
Emma Park, about 13 miles north 
of Price.

The Division of Wildlife Resourc-
es is sponsoring the event.

To see and hear the spectacle, 
you need to be at the viewing site 
early. Viewing is best before the 
sun comes up and just after the 
sun has risen. Grouse leave their 
strutting ground within an hour 
or so after sun up.

After they leave their breeding 
ground, the grouse spend the day 
feeding and resting in stands of 
sagebrush. They remain mostly 
out-of-sight until the follow-
ing morning at first light, when 
they congregate at their strutting 
ground again.

DWR biologists will be on hand 
with spotting scopes and bin-
oculars. They’ll help you find the 
grouse and answer any questions 
you have.

Directions:
From the Wasatch Front, travel 

east on US-6 from Spanish Fork. At 
the top of Price Canyon, look for 
the Emma Park sign, and turn left 
onto the Emma Park Road. Travel 
east until you see vehicles with the 
state of Utah seal on their doors.

From Price, travel north on US-6 
to the Castle Gate power plant. 
Turn right onto US-191, and travel 
northeast about six miles to the 
Bamberger Monument. From 
there, turn left onto the Emma 
Park Road, and travel west until 
you see the state vehicles.

WaShINGtON
State’s new 3-year 

hunting plan includes 
new non-toxic shot rules, 

muzzleloader hunts
The Washington Fish and Wild-

life Commission adopted state-
wide hunting seasons and regula-
tions that include new restrictions 
on toxic shot and more hunting 
opportunities for muzzleloaders 
over the next three years.

The new seasons, approved dur-
ing a public meeting here April 
3-4, establish hunting rules for 
deer, elk, moose, bighorn sheep, 
mountain goat, black bear, cougar 
and small game in 2009-11.

The commission, which sets poli-
cy for the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), ad-
opted the new three-year hunting 
plan after nearly eight months of 
public comment and review. As 
part of that process, WDFW wild-
life managers conducted public 
meetings around the state and con-
tacted more than 50,000 licensed 
hunters by e-mail to solicit their 
ideas on various management op-
tions under consideration.

“Within the framework of state 
conservation goals, we try to ac-
commodate the public as much 
as we can in designing state hunt-
ing seasons,” said Dave Brittell, 
assistant director of the WDFW 
wildlife program. “These seasons 
reflect the ideas of thousands of 
Washingtonians, both hunters and 
non-hunters alike.”

Under one new policy approved 
by the commission, WDFW will 
phase in an expansion of state 
restrictions on the use of lead 
shot, which are toxic to birds and 
other wildlife that ingest it. Noting 
that toxic shot has been banned 
in hunting waterfowl since 1991, 
Brittell said WDFW has been ex-


