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winged teal and wood ducks were 
the top birds in the bag. Bonneau 
Ferry WMA in Berkeley County 
and Donnelley WMA in Colleton 
County were top adult-youth wa-
terfowl hunting areas during the 
recently completed season.

The Department sponsored spe-
cial hunts for youth during State 
and Federal Youth Hunting Days 
on December 6 and January 31. A 
total of 131 youth harvested 297 
birds on the 8 Category I and 2 Cat-
egory II areas that reported data. 
Top areas were Donnelley, Bonneau 
Ferry, Sandy Beach , Santee Coastal, 
and Bear Island Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas. Top species in the bag 
was green-winged teal.

“We were especially pleased that 
our youth-oriented hunts pro-
vided quality waterfowl hunting 
opportunities for young men and 
women during the season,” Har-
rigal said.

South Dakota
Waterfowl Seasons Set
The Game Fish and Parks  Com-

mission finalized three popular 
waterfowl seasons.

The Nonresident Waterfowl, 
Bennett County Special Canada 
Goose, and Tundra Swan Seasons 
will have no changes from 2008.

“These seasons are by applica-
tion,” said Game Fish and Parks 
Game Chief Tom Kirschenmann.  
“These seasons all offer a chance 
for successful applicants to have a 
quality and memorable hunt.”

The application process for these 
seasons will be open in late May.

Pheasant Season 
Finalized

After a lengthy debate and testi-
mony both for and against length-
ening the pheasant season, the 
South Dakota Game Fish and 
Parks Commission voted to keep 
the season similar to 2008.

The 2009 pheasant season will 
run from October 17, 2009 through 
January 3, 2010.

In related actions, the Com-
mission voted no to lengthen 
the Grouse, Partridge and quail 
seasons.  The 2009 grouse and par-
tridge seasons will run September 
19, 2009 – January 3, 2010 and the 
2009 quail season will coincide 
with the pheasant season.

Canada Goose Season 
to Close, Light Goose 

Season opens
Friday marks the close of South 

Dakota’s Canada goose season 
along the Missouri River.  How-
ever, goose hunters won’t have to 
wait long for another goose season 
as Saturday opens the light goose 
conservation order. The conserva-
tion order is an attempt to reduce 
the population of mid-continent 
light geese causing extensive dam-
age to their arctic nesting grounds. 
In the most recent 4-year period, 
hunters in South Dakota bagged 
an estimated 105,000 light geese 
annually during the spring con-
servation order. 

Hunters of snow, blue and Ross’ 
geese will have from February 14 
to May 3 to harvest geese.  Hunt-
ers can use electronic calls, shot-
guns capable of carrying more 
than 3 shells, and can hunt from 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
one-half hour after sunset.  The 
daily limit is 20 light geese, which 
may include any combination 
of snows, blues and Ross’ geese.  
Hunters should verify that they 
have the proper 2009 license before 
they enter the fields.  The federal 
waterfowl stamp is not required 
during the light goose conserva-
tion order.

“Historically, snow geese will be-
gin migrating through the eastern 
third of South Dakota beginning in 

late February,” said Spencer Vaa, 
State Waterfowl Biologist for SD 
Game Fish and Parks.  “Hunters 
in central South Dakota have seen 
more light geese in recent years 
however.”

For more information on the 
light goose conservation order and 
migration updates, visit http://
www.sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunt-
ing/waterfowl/Springgoose.htm

texaS
 Weekly Migratory Bird 

hunting Report
Weekly migratory bird hunting 

reports are posted from early Sep-
tember through early February.

West Zone Goose: Hunters in the 
Panhandle closed out their season 
Feb. 8. Outfitters reported limits of 
dark geese through the last day of 
the season. However, snow geese 
disappeared from Cactus Lake 
near Etter and Dumas. The goose 
season was steady from start to 
finish, despite many days of mild 
weather. Water was probably a 
factor in keeping birds in the area 
as an abundance of playa lakes 
allowed for plenty of roosting 
areas.

Light Goose Conservation Or-
der: The return of south winds 
last week jump-started decoy-
ing action along the coast. Some 
outfitters reported 100-plus bird 
hunts, including a confirmed 180-
bird shoot in Jackson County over 
wheat. However, few outfitters 
and fewer hunters have been in the 
field. Many have put away their 
shotguns for the year. Even fewer 
are the geese. Many have disap-
peared with the strong southeast 
winds blowing in excess of 25 
knots on the prairie. Fewer roost-
ing areas and a severe drought 
have turned most watering holes 
to dust. Panhandle hunters began 
their season Feb.9 and many chose 
to stay in bed. Cactus Lake, the 


