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Minnesota
DnR and the 

Conservation Fund 
team up with private 
landowners to protect 

rare prairie habitat
The Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) recently 
purchased a 213-acre Native Prai-
rie Bank conservation easement 
near the Lac qui Parle Wildlife 
Management Area that adds to 
the state’s small amount of per-
manently protected, rare native 
prairies.

The DNR made the purchase 
by combining $38,000 from The 
Conservation Fund along with 
$189,000 in bonding funds from 
the Doris Duke Charitable Foun-
dation.

“The DNR’s Native Prairie Bank 
program is an innovative, cost-ef-
fective tool for protecting sensitive 
wildlife habitat that fits well with 
the state wildlife action plan,” said 
Tom Duffus, Upper Midwest di-
rector for The Conservation Fund. 
“The support of landowners, elect-
ed officials, public agencies and 
private organizations has made it 
a huge success. We’re proud to be 
a part of this effort.”

The easement protects high 
quality prairie while keeping the 
land in private ownership and 
allowing landowners to graze it 
under a grazing plan approved 
by the DNR.

A number of rare bird species, 
including the Marbled Godwit, 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Upland Sand-
piper and Greater Prairie Chicken, 
as well as Regal Fritillary and 
Poweshiek Skipper butterflies, 
reside on the newly protected 
prairie and on neighboring Plo-
ver Prairie, owned by The Nature 
Conservancy.

The greater prairie chicken has 
been reintroduced to the Lac qui 
Parle Wildlife Management Area. 
It uses the area protected by the 
easement for nesting and for day 
and night roosting. The Minnesota 
County Biological Survey, which 
receives support from the Natu-
ral Resources and Environmental 
Trust Fund, identified the prairie 
as a conservation priority.

The Minnesota Native Prairie 
Bank program protects prairie 
through conservation easements 
on private lands that still have 
original, unplowed native prairie 
on them. When a landowner sells 
a Native Prairie Bank easement 
to the DNR, deed conditions de-
veloped by both parties ensure 
the prairie will never be plowed, 
planted into trees, or otherwise 
changed from its natural charac-
ter.

Conservation easements help 
ensure that prairies will exist 
for future generations while still 
allowing the land to remain in 
private ownership. Landowners 
can graze and hay Native Prairie 
Bank easements under an ap-
proved Prairie Stewardship Plan. 
The DNR often assists landown-
ers with prairie burns and other 
management tasks. The public 
can learn more about the Native 
Prairie Bank easement program 
online.

The Conservation Fund received 
funding from the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation to help 
implement the state wildlife action 
plans in the Upper Midwest states 
of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, Il-
linois and Wisconsin.

Minnesota’s state wildlife action 
plan, “Tomorrow’s Habitat for the 
Wild and Rare,” outlines prior-
ity conservation steps to manage 
the state’s native animals whose 
populations are rare, declining, 
or vulnerable to decline. The plan 

identifies 292 species that are in 
greatest need of conservation and 
presents profiles for 25 ecologi-
cally defined landscapes within 
Minnesota. Key habitats for spe-
cies in greatest conservation need 
are identified within each of these 
ecological landscapes.

The action plan’s approach in-
volves a partnership of conser-
vation organizations working 
together to ensure that species are 
sustained for future generations.

More information about the Min-
nesota Wildlife Comprehensive 
Wildlife Conservation Strategy is 
available online.

More information about the 
Conservation Fund is available 
online.

sharp-tailed ‘dancers’ 
to perform near Lake 
Bronson state Park 
– Reserved seating 

available
The sharp-tailed grouse will be 

returning to their lek, or dancing 
grounds, near Lake Bronson State 
Park this spring to perform their 
annual courtship dance. Specta-
tors, who make reservations and 
arrive early, will have front row 
seats to the annual spring spec-
tacle.

From early April to mid-May, up 
to 25 male sharptails are expected 
to gather daily in the grassy open-
ing to dance and attract a mate. 
The males will find a small terri-
tory on the dancing ground, with 
the most dominant closest to the 
center. They will dance, stamp-
ing in circles, while the females 
strut around looking for the best 
dancer.

“It’s a fascinating and often com-
ical display,” said Pete Harrison, 
Lake Bronson State Park assistant 
manager. “Our viewing blind of-
fers an ideal vantage point from 


