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normal, it is considered mild when 
compared to the winter of 2007-08 
that saw values 140 percent above 
normal.

Perhaps the biggest region to 
see improvement this past winter 
was south-central Iowa. Snow-
fall was near normal versus 118 
percent above normal in 2007-08. 
“We could really use a break in 
south-central Iowa. It has some of 
our lowest pheasant population 
counts,” said Bogenschutz.

“Plugging this past winter snow-
fall information into our weather 
models shows, if we assume 
normal spring rains and tem-
peratures, our pheasant numbers 
should bounce up this fall,” he 
said. “But this forecast all depends 
upon what happens this April and 
May during the nesting season. We 
should of had a good carry over 
of hens, especially in regions with 
below or near normal snowfall, 
thus if Mother Nature cooperates 
this spring we could see a nice 
increase in bird populations in 
those regions.”

Bogenschutz noted pheasant 
populations have doubled in a 
single year in Iowa with good 
habitat and weather. However, 
doubling in some regions in Iowa 
still does not greatly improve bird 
numbers.

“In south-central Iowa we are av-
eraging about five birds per route, 
so a doubling would only mean 10 
birds per route, still below the 30 
birds a route most hunters would 
like to see. However, it’s a start in 
the right direction,” he said.

Previous DNR roadside counts 
on pheasants can be found at the 
DNR’s Web site at http://www.
iowadnr.gov/wildlife/files/up-
road.html.

Keep up-to-date on the 
latest from the Iowa 

DNR via Twitter.
Twitter is an online service that 

sends news updates via e-mail 
or cell phone in the form of short 
posts, or “Tweets,” which are no 
longer than 140 characters each. 
The service is available for Iowa 
DNR items like the newest fish-
ing report, upcoming events, im-
portant meeting dates and times, 
camping information, workshops 
and more.

To follow the DNR on Twitter, set 
up a free account at www.twitter.
com/iowadnr and click on the 
“get started - Join!” button.

Be sure to visit the DNR at www.
twitter.com/iowadnr and click the 
“follow” button under the DNR 
logo to start receiving the feed 
immediately.

Outdoor Photos 
Available for Computer 

Wallpaper
The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources has a way to dress up 
the computer with high quality 
Iowa outdoor photography. Go 
to www.iowadnr.gov and look 
under “DNR Media / Extras” for 
seasonal images of Iowa and wild-
life for use as computer desktop 
wallpaper.

The images are available in vari-
ous sizes to match computer reso-
lutions. Check back throughout 
the year for new images.
Plea Agreement Reached 
in Illegal Hunting Case
A Muscatine man who was fac-

ing 75 charges in an illegal water-
fowl hunting case has reached a 
plea bargain agreement.

Tyler A. Wilson, 19, pleaded 
guilty to 34 charges in Louisa 
County Associate District on 
Tuesday, December 30, 2008. Forty 

remaining charges were dismissed 
in the plea bargain agreement. In 
addition, Wilson was also found 
guilty of an additional charge of 
having a loaded shotgun in a mo-
tor vehicle on a public highway in 
Muscatine County on December 
15, 2008.

Wilson pleaded guilty in Louisa 
County to five counts each of 
hunting without a valid hunt-
ing license, hunting without the 
wildlife habitat fee, hunting ducks 
without the state migratory bird 
fee, and hunting ducks without a 
federal duck stamp. These viola-
tions occurred at a private hunting 
area in Louisa County during the 
early Iowa duck hunting season 
between September 20–24, 2008.

Wilson also pleaded guilty to an 
additional 14 charges including 
three counts each of hunting with-
out a valid hunting license while 
under suspension, hunting with-
out the wildlife habitat fee while 
under suspension, hunting ducks 
without the state migratory bird 
fee while under suspension, and 
hunting ducks without a federal 
duck stamp while under suspen-
sion. Wilson also pleaded guilty 
to single charges of unlawfully 
taking a pintail duck and unlawful 
transportation of waterfowl. These 
14 violations occurred at the Lake 
Odessa Public Hunting Area in 
Louisa County on three different 
dates in November, 2008.

Wilson was ordered to pay $4,010 
dollars in fines, and court costs 
in connection with the Louisa 
County convictions. The convic-
tion on the firearms violation in 
Muscatine County resulted in an 
additional fine of $116.00 dollars. 
Wilson’s hunting license and privi-
leges were suspended by the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) in September, 2008 for con-
victions of four different hunting 
violations in Louisa County in 


