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Iowa City  Iowa City High 
School, 1900 Morningside Drive

Johnston  J o h n s t o n  H i g h 
School, 6501 NW 62nd Avenue

Marion  Marion Public Li-
brary, 1095 6th Avenue

Marshalltown  Marshall-
town High School, 1602 S. 2nd 
Avenue

Mason City  North Iowa Area 
Community College - 4, 500 Col-
lege Drive

Ottumwa  Ottumwa High 
School, 501 E. 2nd

Sheldon  Northwest Iowa 
Area Community College, 603 W 
Park St.

Sioux City  Central Campus 
Individual Learning Center, 1121 
Jackson Street

Spencer  S p e n c e r  H i g h 
School, 800 East 3rd Street

Waterloo  Hawkeye Com-
munity College - 1, 1501 E. Orange 
Road

West Burlington Southeast-
ern Community College - 1, 1500 
West Agency

Proposal to Raise Fees 
Postponed Due To 

Economy
A proposal to raise hunting, fish-

ing and trapping fees has been 
postponed due to the current eco-
nomic conditions.

“The proposal to raise fees was 
very difficult for us and the deci-
sion now to postpone the request 
is equally as hard. Because of the 
continued severity of the economic 
downturn, we felt that now was 
not a good time to be raising 
fees,” said DNR Director Richard 
Leopold.

Leopold said the decision to 
postpone the license fee proposal 
was done after consulting with the 
Governor’s office about the timing 
of the request during the economic 
recession.

License fees go directly into the 
Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund. The 
Iowa Constitution only allows 
those funds to be used for fish and 
wildlife programs.

The last increase for resident 
hunting and fishing licenses oc-
curred seven years ago. Inflation 
during that time has sharply 
reduced the amount of funding 
available for fish and wildlife 
programs

“Because adjustments to the li-
cense fees are made so infrequent-
ly, the proposal was under con-
sideration prior to the economic 
downturn. We knew already two 
years ago that we would need to 
make a rate adjustment either this 
year or next, but had no idea at 
the time that the economy would 
experience such a profound down-
turn,” Leopold said.

Leopold acknowledged that 
many key conservation groups 
as well as some Legislators rec-
ognized the need for additional 
funding and have supported the 
proposal.

“We, like everyone else, are hop-
ing that the economic situation 
will improve soon, but for now, we 
will be tightening our belts along 
with the rest of Iowa’s citizens,” 
Leopold said.

On the plus side, Leopold said 
Gov. Chet Culver is proposing $6 
million in supplemental funding 
in his budget for weather-related 
damages suffered last year by the 
department.

“This funding would help us 
weather some of the financial 
stresses caused by the record 
floods and tornados of last sum-
mer,” Leopold said.

Leopold said adjusting license 
fees will be re-visited when the 
state’s economic picture im-
proves.

A series of public meetings to 
discuss the Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund and proposed license 
increase in February and early 
March will also be postponed. 
Leopold said the DNR is looking 
at holding similar meetings next 
summer.

“We look forward to resuming 
this discussion with hunters, an-
glers and trappers. The Fish and 
Wildlife Trust Fund belongs to 
them and we very much value 
their input on the future of these 
programs,” said Leopold.
Iowa Pheasants in Need 

of a Good Spring
There is a growing concern over 

the lack of pheasants in the Hawk-
eye State after the severe winter 
and the wet spring in of 2007-08 
took its toll on hens and washed 
out the nests of hens that did make 
it to spring.

“We lost a lot of hens the winter 
before this past one and nesting 
was very poor with all the flooding 
last summer,” said Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland wildlife biologist 
for DNR. “For pheasant numbers 
to bounce back we need some 
more average winter and spring 
weather, rather than record setting 
stuff that we saw last year.”

Fortunately pheasants did get 
some relief from Mother Nature 
this winter. Preliminary informa-
tion from the Iowa Climate Bureau 
shows Iowa had 31.8 inches of 
snow, which is about 26 percent 
above normal, but well below the 
66 percent above normal snowfall 
of the winter of 2007-08.

Bogenschutz noted that snowfall 
was below normal in southwest 
and west-central Iowa, but was 
50 percent above normal in north-
east and east-central Iowa. While 
snowfall in northeast and east-
central regions was well above 


