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the shooting for you the entire first 
year, while you watch your dog to 
make sure that he remains steady. 
This is “graduate level” training for 
your dog, and that’s why you see so 
few truly broke dogs out in the field 
hunting.

Proofing Your Dog
To proof your dog after all this 

training, you can start tempting the 
dog where you can control the mis-
takes. This provides you with the op-
portunity to train your dog to a higher 
level. Again, don’t rush this, but start 
occasionally _ flushing birds toward 
your dog trying to entice him to break. 
Some trainers do this in the yard by 
throwing birds toward the dog from 
a distance and then moving closer 

and closer to him-this is advanced 
work and is NOT how you initially 
introduce birds with the “whoa” and 
ecollar! If at any time during this work 
your dog takes steps, you can stop 
him with the ecollar.

As previously indicated, the 
novice might think that this is an ex-
cessive amount of ecollar usage, but 
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS BE USING 
THE LOWEST LEVEL THAT YOUR 
DOG WILL RESPOND TO. If he forces 
you to go up in intensity at some 
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point, do so to ensure compliance at 
that moment, but try going back to 
the previous level to see if the lower 
level might be effective again. If you 
must continue all subsequent work 
on the higher level, that becomes the 
new “base” level with that particular 
dog.


