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Most problems 
with shotgunning 

can be traced to the 
invisibility factor. 
That phenomenon leads to nu-

merous bad decisions. When shooters 
start to believe things that border on 
the superstitious, it is almost always 
a function of the invisibility factor. 
Investigation, however, can provide 
an understanding of those things that 
can’t be readily seen. Without such 
investigation, we operate far more on 
hope than faith. In chapter 5, you’ll 
learn what you can do to overcome 
the invisibility factor and reach the 
point of knowing what your shotgun 
can and-almost as importantly-cannot 
do.

You can be a good 
shooter in spite of an 
inferior shotgun, but 

it’s not easy. 
The list of prerequisites for an 

effective field gun is brief. The fore-
most consideration is that there is a 
difference between a cleanly killed 
gamebird and a chipped clay target. 
Opinions on firepower and handling 
characteristics vary when the subject 
is the “right” gun. Chapter 4 attempts 
to separate the gladiators from the 
gladioli.

Modern premium 
ammunition is better 
than anything made 

in the past. 
That fact alone makes many of the 

definitions and opinions of the past 
obsolete, yet they persist. As a result 
of these erroneous beliefs, the typical 
American shotgunner is using one 
choke too tight and one shot size too 
coarse (see chapter 6).

“You better like the 
outdoors, because 
there’s not enough 
hunt in hunting to 

go afield for hunting 
alone.” 

That’s a quote from my father, 
and in this age of short seasons, lim-
ited bags, and a scarcity of game, his 
words were never truer. Here, at the 
beginning of the twenty-first century, 
being an outdoorsman and being a 
hunter are not necessarily the same, 
but it is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to pursue the latter for a few 
months of the year without also mak-
ing a full-time avocation of the former. 
The two wing-shooting chapters 
elaborate on this premise.

If I were to add a 13th truth, it 
would be this: you can become a 
good shot. There is no doubt in my 
mind, even though I’ve never seen 
you shoot. If you believe it, too, then 
we’ve made a start.
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