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a good shot. Following is a list of a 
dozen such indispensable verities. 
Each represents an important concept 
in good shooting and is elaborated on 
later in this book.

Good shotgunning 
can be learned. 

But if good shooting can be 
learned, so can bad shooting. A life-
time of bad habits can be difficult to 
unlearn, but improved results pre-
dictably follow improved methods. 
In chapter 3, bad habits and their 
correction are addressed, as well as 
some techniques to improve your 
shooting away from the target range. 
Remember, you will get better with 
practice.

In shotgunning, there 
are only two rules of 
marksmanship: find 
the flight line of the 
target, and keep the 

gun moving. 
Everything else is an elaboration 

of these two basic tenets. Finding the 
flight line and moving the gun along 
it may be easier said than done, how-
ever, particularly when time is short 
and conditions are less than ideal. 
But if there is “a trick to it,” there it 
is. The common question of “How 
much lead?” makes for interesting 
discussions, but there is really only 
one answer: find the line and keep 
the gun moving. If you can arrive at 
a comprehensive understanding of 
these two points and apply that un-
derstanding to your shooting, you can 
throw away every book ever written 
on shotgunning (including this one).

Every miss should 
automatically 

translate into a lesson. 
Hitting all the targets is never a 

realistic goal, but knowing what you 
did wrong when you miss certainly 
is. Practice is all about getting in tune 
with your shooting abilities so that 
you can learn something positive 
from a missed shot and, hopefully, 
correct it. Skeet shooting is a good 
place to start and a logical departure 
point (see chapter 2).

Gamebirds are easy 
to hit but difficult to 

kill. 
Simply knocking down a game-

bird is not enough-a clean kill is what 
you’re after. There are two theories 
regarding the best way to accomplish 
that end: the penetration method 
versus the shock-effect method. In 
chapter 5, 1 argue that shock is a 
consistent killer of gamebirds, while 
physical trauma is not.

Successful 
shotgunning in 

the field involves 
a lot more than 
marksmanship. 

Hunting involves gun handling, 
outdoor skills, and an understanding 
of the habits of the gamebird you’re 
after-plus an intelligent application of 
those factors over a prolonged period. 
It all comes under the heading of wing 
shooting, which is covered in chapters 
7 and 8.

There is one right 
gauge, choke, and 
load combination 
for every shooting 

situation. 
The argument goes that if one 

load or choke is better than another 
for your specific hunting situation, 
there must be one best combination. 
Find it, and consistency follows (see 
chapter 5).

Pattern quality 
trumps every other 

consideration in 
shotgun performance. 

Your intention is never to hit a 
bird with all the pellets that come 
out of the end of the barrel-but you 
do want to hit it with some of them. 
The quality of the pattern ensures that 
“some” is a sufficient and constant 
quantity. Good patterns are respon-
sible for predictable performance, 
and they are far more important than 
muzzle velocity, shot size, or load 
volume (see chapter 5).

Pattern density is the 
first limit on the range 

of a shotgun. 
In all things related to shotgun-

ning, the measure of effectiveness 
is consistency. Good shooting-that 
is, producing consistent, predictable 
results-involves an awareness of both 
range and pattern. Chapter 5 ad-
dresses the need to establish an effec-
tive “slot” for your field shooting-one 
where you’re sure of a consistently ef-
fective pattern through the full length 
of a 10-yard swath.


