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Regardless of what you’re  
doing right now, I want  
you to drop everything, go 

to your calendar, and circle Saturday, 
April 11. That’s the date for the sixth 
annual Greater Prairie 
Chicken Day at southern 
Iowa’s Kellerton Grass-
lands Bird Conservation 
Area near Mt. Ayr.

I know it’s a ways 
for some of you to drive, 
but if you have even a 
casual interest in wild 
birds or Iowa’s prairie 
heritage, you’ll find 
the trip to be more than 
worth the effort. Easy 
to find, the booming 
grounds are located 
two miles west of Kel-
lerton on Highway 2 
and one mile south 
on 300th Ave. There’s 
ample parking and 
viewing is wheelchair 
accessible. Spotting scopes, early 
morning refreshments, and good con-
versation are provided free of charge. 
Excellent lodging is available at the 
newly constructed My. Ayr Inn.

“It’s a show you don’t want to 
miss,” says DNR Wildlife Biologist, 
Chad Paup. “Although people can 
arrive at any time, the best viewing 
begins at daylight and usually contin-
ues until about mid-morning.

“This is our only public prairie 
chicken booming ground and there’s 
nothing else like it anywhere in Iowa,” 
says Paup. “It’s an event where Iowans 
can come and be virtually guaranteed 
the chance to observe and hear wild 

Annual Prairie Chicken Day 
Offers Unique Public Viewing

A pair of male greater prairie chickens spar for 
dominance at the Kellerton Bird Conservation Area

By Lowell Washburn

A Vanishing Bird

prairie chickens as they display and 
conduct their annual spring ritual. It’s 
like looking back in time to a glimpse 
of what Iowa was.”

For a preview of what you’ll see 
and hear, visit www.prairiechicken.
org. 


