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Remarkable events often  
have meager begin 
nings. Last weekend’s 

spring snow goose hunt was a 
good example. The whole thing 
started with a single high pitched 
honk ---- the signature greeting of 
a migrating snow goose.

Immediately hitting the switch 
of my portable caller, I answered 
the call with the live recording of a 

thousand feeding geese. It was not 
until the electronic symphony filled 
the air that I began to peer skyward 
for the real thing. I had little trouble 
spotting the geese --- a group of 
nine pure white, black wing-tipped 
birds set against the sharp contrast 
of a cloudless blue sky. 

The geese were way up there. 
By that I mean they were traveling 
at an altitude of at least 800 to 1,000 

feet. Nevertheless, as soon as the 
sound of the taped calling struck 
their ear, the flock simultaneously 
locked their wings and began to 
spiral earthward toward the white 
decoys.

The geese appeared to mean 
business and rapidly descended 
to a height of 100 yards or so. A 
sudden increase in honking an-
nounced the arrival of a second 
flock, a grouping which easily 
contained upwards of 300 birds. 
Upon arriving directly overhead, 
they also locked their wings and 
began the decent.

More geese arrived from 
somewhere in the stratosphere, 
and then more geese after that. 
Numbers continued to escalate 
until, within minutes of when it all 
began, I found myself at the base 
of a feathered cyclone consisting 
of many of hundreds of scream-
ing snow geese. The funnel could 
be seen for miles and more snows 
were arriving all the time. The 
whirlwind now contained several 
levels of descending birds, and 

Millions of Snow Geese are 
Currently Moving North

By Lowell Washburn

Too Many Birds

Thousands of migrating white-fronted geese and 
Canada geese seek temporary refuge along Clear 
Lake’s north shore.Photo by: Lowell Washburn


