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allows them to vent their frustration 
and anger. All of the blinkers, dogs 
that avoid birds because the associate 
them with negative experiences, that 
I’ve seen were created by fools using 
e-collars. Many of them weren’t aware 
that they were causing a problem 
until they found that even that their 
pointing dog was now avoiding birds 
instead of pointing.

It takes knowledge, patience and 
force of character to use an e-collar 
properly - and given the ability of the 
e-collar to cause problems so quickly, 
those who don’t possess those at-
tributes are better off not trying an 
e-collar.

Aggression
I debated putting this section 

into this book because the issue is so 
rare with German Shorthairs. While 
they are a courageous breed, they are 
not a breed that is typical aggressive 
towards humans. In World War II 
German forces used German Wire-
haired Pointers and Weimeraners 
for guard - duty - but they didn’t use 
German Shorthairs because the were 
considered too friendly to humans. 
However, since aggressive dogs, no 
matter how abnormal, can show up in 
any breed - I thought I would include 
these remarks in the event some un-
fortunate individual has to deal with 
the issue.

There is one area where I will re-
spond with substantial physical force 
to a pup/ adolescent during its forma-
tive period and that is where a dog 
exhibits strongly aggressive actions 
toward people. Any young pup/dog 
that starts growling at people, baring 
its teeth, raising its hackles, snapping, 
or otherwise physically challenging 
me or members of the family is going 
to get what it would get in a dog pack 
- an instant and thorough thrashing. 
Indeed, in a wolf pack such behavior 
is so unacceptable that the pup exhib-
iting it, if it doesn’t back down, will be 
killed or driven off. If once you let this 
behavior take hold, if your dog learns 
that it can make you back down by 

threatening you, 
you will never be 
able to trust it.

Such aggres-
s iveness  wi l l 
almost always 
start to show it-
self around food 
and toys, and 
when the dog 
is being forcibly 
displaced (par-
ticularly where 
it has been sleep-
ing). Any dog 
that growls and 
snaps when you 
attempt to touch 
its food bowl or 
toy,  or which 
g r o w l s  a n d 
snaps when you 
order it off of the 
bed or couch - is 
exhibiting unac-
ceptable aggres-
sive behavior. I 
respond instant-
ly by grabbing 
the dog by its collar and holding it off 
of the ground - strangling it for long 
enough for it to get the message that 
I could easily kill it should I desire 
to do so. If that doesn’t do the trick, 
I will thrash it with a leather leash 
until it clearly yelps and cries. With 
pups I will grab them by the scruff 
of the neck and yell at them. I think 
that I have had to do this with only 
two dogs in 35 years with German 
Shorthairs - both were rescues that 
had been abused and psychologically 
damaged.

However, in doing so I believe 
that I saved one of these dogs from be-
ing euthanized (the other had already 
been driven so hopelessly psychotic 
that it had to be put down) - and that 
is at we are really talking about here. 
Statistics show that half the children 
in the United States will be bitten by 
a dog before their 18th birthday. Some 
will be killed. An aggressive dog that 
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is not afraid of humans is a menace 
that cannot be dealt with by simply 
trying to pawn it off on some person 
that lives in the country away from 
people. It will always be a danger - 
and if you can’t fix the problems by 
an early response and/or effective 
behavioral conditioning, the dog 
should be put down. That’s why it is 
important to respond to these things 
early – before they become fixed pat-
terns. 


