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an older dog that I know will reliably 
complete the drill, put it through the 
rill, and conspicuously praise it upon 
the successful completion. I’m trying 
to make my bonehead jealous. When 
I can hear from the crate that my teen 
is green with jealously - whining and 
scratching to get out and be part of 
the action – I’ll put the older dog up 
and bring out my pup to do the same 
drill. Most of the time, the pup will 
complete the drill properly – and 
when it does I will lavish it with praise 
to let it know that all is forgiven and 
that I haven’t abandoned it for that 
interloper. If he pup still fails – I’ll put 
it up again and repeat the process. It 
typically doesn’t take more than two 
or three times for even the biggest 
bonehead to break and complete the 
drills properly. The message you are 
giving the pup is that if it doesn’t 
want to play by the rules and do its 
job right, you can always find another 
dog that will and the pup will sink in 
the pack hierarchy. This is the worst 
possible message a pup striving to rise 
in the pack hierarchy can get.

Manners while on lead - 
the prong collar

Along with the other issues re-
lated above, the growing physical 
strength of the adolescent German 
Shorthair can pose problems with 
control while on a lead. It seems it’s 
almost as common to see a German 
Shorthair on a leash dragging its 
handler around the neighborhood, as 
it is to see a handler in control while 
walking their Shorthair. Shorthairs are 
strong dogs whose pulling power has 
actually made them the favorites of 

some dog sled racers. Once a young 
dog gains it’s full strength - enforcing 
manners while on the lead can take 
some time and effort.

Many trainers recommend the 
use of a choke collar in his situation - 
but choke collars actually don’t work 
very well and can easily harm the 
dog. Most German Shorthairs I know 
perfectly willing to choke themselves 
silly pulling against choke collar if 
they can get closer to something that 
interests them. A more effective tool 
for dealing with this kind of pulling 
is the prong or pinch collar.

The prong collar is a gruesome 
looking chain collar that looks some-
thing like a medieval torture device. 
It typically consists of two strands 
of chain connected by half to one 
inch prongs that stick up toward the 
inside of the collar. While this looks 
gruesome, in fact the prongs are not 
sharp and designed to imitate the 
feel of teeth on a dog’s neck - not 
inflict pain. In a dog pack the way an 
alpha enforces discipline against an 
offending dog is by putting it’s teeth 
on the dog’s neck, which causes the 
dog to cease struggling. A dog that 
pulls against a prong collar while on 
a lead gets the same sensation and 
naturally ceases its offending activity. 
If you watch a dog being walked with 
a prong collar you’ll note that it will 
not pull against the collar, as it will 
against a choke collar - and it is actu-
ally a fairly humane tool with which 
to teach a dog not to pull. Like any 
tool, it can be abused - but in compari-
son with a choke collar I feel that the 
prong collar, despite its appearance, is 

the more effective and humane.

The e-collar
This book may be a little unusual 

for an American hunting dog book in 
that it doesn’t base its training upon 
the use of the electronic collar. Thanks 
to decades of marketing by e-collar 
manufacturers - many American 
hunters have been conditioned to 
believe that an e-collar is a necessity 
for a hunting dog. The truth is that 
while the e-collar can be a valuable 
training tool-it can also cause signifi-
cant damage. I suspect that for every 
dog trained successfully with the 
collar - there is a dog that was ruined 
by it as well.

The e-collar is neither inherently 
bad nor inherently good. In the hands 
of a skilled trainer with the ability to 
rigidly control their temper - the e-
collar can be a very valuable training 
tool. It gives trainers a reach and flex-
ibility that they haven’t had before. It 
is particularly useful in aversion train-
ing – in teaching our dogs to avoid 
dangerous things such as snakes or 
porcupines. Indeed, it is likely such 
training would not be possible with-
out the e-collar.

However, there is something in-
herently risky in using a device that 
allows us to cause pain to our dogs 
simply by pressing a button - without 
needing to pause for reflection. In so 
doing it offers the potential for instant 
gratification for our frustrations and 
temper - without regards to the ef-
fects on the dog being trained. This 
is dangerous. Training and handling 
dogs is an inherently frustrating activ-
ity - and even experienced trainers 
can lose their cool. Having the ability 
to press a button and inflict pain on 
a dog under such circumstances is 
an enormous temptation - one that if 
indulged can cause tremendous harm 
to the dog.

Too many people press that but-
ton not because they think that doing 
so will enlighten or teach the dog, but 
because it is an angry impulse that 


