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Buy The Book
Thanks to Wide Sky Press 
we offer you an excerpt from 
TheGerman Shorthair Pointer By 
David Gowdey

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

At this point we have a young pup that will  
retrieve from land and water, that will point  
and hold its birds, that is accustomed to the 

sound of the gun, and that reliably obeys commands in the 
field. We have this whole gun dog training thing sewn up, 
right? Our pup will now perform flawlessly in the field 
for the rest of its life, right?

It would be nice if this were the case, and sometimes 
it is the case, but for the vast majority of pups there will 
be further hiccups and we will need to reinforce various 
aspects of training at some point. Again, it is important 
that we remain the leaders of our pack, and that we con-
tinue as we mean to go on - not accepting backsliding or 
sloppiness

The Terrible Twos
In the canine world, adolescence is just as big a pain 

in the butt as human adolescence - for the same reasons. 
Hormones are cooking, physical changes are taking place, 
and psychological changes are taking place. Because this 
period typically falls during a pup’s second year - from 
about 10 Months of age to 20 months of age depending 
upon the pup - it is colloquially called the terrible twos. It 
is a period when a young pup is challenging for its place 
in the pack hierarchy, exploring its new physical abilities, 
and often making poor decisions. Sound familiar?

Not every pup has significant problems during this 
phase. If you have a pup that continues to learn its lessons, 
hone its skills in the field, and reliably obey you during 
this period – thank your lucky stars. More likely, your pup 
will at some point test you and the rules you have set up - 
making it clear that it believes it can do what it wants and 
be damned to you and your rules. The important thing to 
remember when your lovely pup has eaten a hole in the 
kitchen drywall for no particular reason, stolen the thanks-
giving turkey from the counter, and seemingly forgotten 
everything it has previously learned in the field, is that 
this too shall pass. If you can avoid killing your youngster 

for the next six to twelve months - your pup will regain 
its sanity once it matures. Patience, often the patience of a 
saint, is the proper response to the terrible twos.

Having said this, as with teenagers, you need to 
maintain structure and boundaries for your pup during 
this period. Pups should not be allowed to get away with 
their testing -or you will lose authority. In a canine pack 
such testing is typically dealt with by growling, posturing, 
bared teeth, and ultimately biting if the pup won’t back 
down. Those dogs that back down to the pup lose status - 
and you don’t want to be one of those dogs. However, you 
don’t want to have to be constantly threatening or biting 
your pup either. There are some simple tips that will help 
get you through this period.

Dealing with the 
Bumps in the Road.

By David Gowdey


