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300 shells. About ten years 
ago, we replaced the entire 
spread with decoys that 
were made of rubber in 
an effort to cut down both 
breakage and shine. Within 
three years, the new shells 
had to be augmented with 
motion decoys, kites, flags 
and motorized decoys be-
cause the geese would not 
come to anything that was 
not moving. . A couple of 
years ago, we noticed that 
if there was any tiny glint 
of shine on the decoys, the 
birds would flare 300 yards 
away from the spread.

So, as the birds have be-
come increasingly sophis-
ticated and decoy-shy, we 
have reversed course to 30 
years ago when we used a 
small spread except now 
the “small spread” of 30 
full-bodied, fully-flocked specks and 
a half dozen flocked snows added to 
make the flock look realistic in the 
area where we hunt cost more than 
a thousand dollars. We rarely see a 
classic decoy shoot where the geese 
will come in, set their wings and act 
like they intend to land. Most often, 
you can only hope to lure them close 
enough for a passing shot.

Cover is everything. 
As the geese have become smarter, 
concealment of the hunters is critical. 
If you are using a ground blind, the 
concealment you are using absolutely 
must match the stubble in which you 
are hunting so the best option is straw 
directly from that field. Stubble starts 
to change color within a few days 
after harvest . This means the artifi-
cial grass/straw is almost always too 
bright unless you are hunting a field 
immediately following the harvest.

If there is some standing wheat in a 
field, a drainage ditch, a waterway or 
even a ravine close to where the birds 
have been feeding, by all means, take 
advantage of the concealment these 
areas provide. If you are using an 

above-ground blind on short wheat 
stubble, no matter how low the blind’s 
profile, trying to fool geese into com-
ing near enough to your blind to be in 
range is a major challenge. If the geese 
are feeding in a field such as that you 
have only two options: You can dig a 
pit to get below ground level which 
with the soil consistency where we 
hunt is a back-breaking task or you 
can stay in bed that morning. I would 
recommend the latter option.

It is important to watch where the first 
flock in the morning goes and adjust 
your blind positions accordingly. We 
have learned through bitter experi-
ence that wherever the first flock 
enters or crosses a field, that will be 
the route followed by all the trailing 
flocks. If you want to get under the 
geese, you have to be flexible and 
mobile. In the area where we hunt, we 
have also found it futile to hunt the 
same field two days in a row. How-
ever, if there is feed in a field that the 
geese really want and they come back 
after you have shot them off the field, 
if you let the field “rest” for a day or 
so, you can frequently have another 
quality shoot on that field.

The need for maximum concealment 

for the hunters cre-
ates difficulties for 
the dog. Conceal-
ment in ditches, 
pits or ravines, for 
example, almost 
always results in 
blind falls for the 
dog. Sometimes 
only the last ten or 
twelve feet of the 
fall will be blind 
but other times, 
it will be a totally 
blind retrieve. It is 
important to give 
your dogs a chance 
to practice retriev-
ing partially blind 
falls before they 
go hunting. Young 
dogs need to learn 
how to cope with 
not being able to see 
the bird fall all the 
way to the ground 

and even the most experienced dogs 
need some reminders about how 
to handle those situations. As for 
completely blind retrieves, one of the 
good things about hunting the Cana-
dian prairies is that there are hardly 
ever any obstacles between you and 
the bird so a dog that will take a line 
and hold it until he gets to where he 
can see or wind the bird is usually 
about all the “handle” you need. In 35 
years, I have never needed anything 
more than a dog with the skills of a 
half-finished senior dog in AKC hunt 
tests for hunting geese on land. If the 
bird has gone down two fields away, 
considering the size of the fields in 
the part of Saskatchewan where we 
hunt, odds are you don’t have a good 
enough mark on it to send the dog and 
handle him to it and most likely the 
bird has moved anyway so the only 
practical solution is for you and the 
dog to go for a walk. Many more times 
than I care to remember, the dogs have 
found birds that have fallen across one 
of those interminable Canadian wheat 
fields which I thought I had solidly 
marked and which were actually no-
where near where I thought the bird 
had gone down.

If you have been leaving the dog home 
when you go goose hunting, take him along 
next time. If nothing else, it will save a lot of 
wear and tear on your boots as well as your 
calf muscles, knees, thighs, hip flexors et al.


