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geese have come into the 
decoys while the dog was 
out running around mak-
ing a retrieve. Bob sits 
in the haybale blind and 
watches for birds out the 
end flap. The incoming 
geese do not seem to see 
him or if they do, they do 
not perceive him as “dan-
ger.” The same is true of 
my hunting partner’s dog 
who lays alongside his 
ground blind. What does 
seem to be important is 
that the dog not jump 
around or run back and 
forth by the blind. What 
this means is that goose 
dogs do need training to 
be quiet and calm around 
the blind. Also, unless 
you are such a superb 
shot that you never miss, 
they need to learn the 
meaning of “no bird.” 
Once they understand that “no bird” 
means the shot has been missed and 
there is no bird down anywhere for 
them to retrieve, it saves the dog a lot 
of frustration.

Absolute steadiness 
is overrated. 

Oh, it is great if you can achieve it 
without abusing the dog but every 
dog I have ever known that had any 
moxie as a retriever would sometimes 
get excited enough to break when the 
geese are coming in and several are 
falling at once. That includes dogs 
that had several qualifying scores 
at the master hunter level. So, spare 
everyone a lot of bad language and 
the dog a lot of pain. Use a stake-out 
or some other tethering device by 
or in your blind or pit. Only control 
freaks demand absolute unfettered 
steadiness from their dogs when they 
are hunting geese and this steadiness 
is almost always achieved by having 
the dog wear an electronic collar. It’s 
one thing to use a collar when you are 
training. It’s a whole different story 
to use one when you are hunting. Es-
pecially when you are hunting birds 

where you can enforce steadiness in 
other, less stressful, less painful ways. 
Hunting should also be fun for the 
dog. It won’t be if you are continu-
ally yelling at the dog, beating it or 
shocking it.

So turn a deaf ear if the use of a 
stake-out or a leash elicits derisive 
comments from the members of your 
hunting party Most of them don’t 
know squat about dog training other 
than what they’ve seen in the fantasy 
goose hunting world portrayed on 
some of the outdoor television shows. 
What those programs fail to show is 
the dog screaming at the top of its 
lungs when it does get excited, breaks 
and gets burned at maximum levels 
nor do they ever bother you with the 
details of the frequently brutal train-
ing necessary to achieve the level of 
steadiness that will stop a dog from 
ever breaking no matter what the 
temptation.

You can always tell the scoffers that 
they ought to be grateful that they 
don’t have to run out and retrieve 
their own geese or if they really need 
a lesson, let the dog retrieve your 
geese but not theirs.. Accompanied 
by appropriate comments, a few trips 

across a half mile or 
more of stubble and 
summer fallow in 
pursuit of a goose 
they shot that sailed 
usually shuts up 
even the most de-
termined taunter.

A very important 
part of the hunt, at 
least to me, is watch-
ing the dog work, 
seeing him enjoy his 
work and seeing the 
pride in his bearing 
when he does his job 
well. When he hears 
“All right! Good boy! 
Good dog!” he wags 
all over and even 
takes a parade lap 
on occasion. If you 
are yelling, beating 
or shocking, a lot 
of the pleasure goes 

out of the hunt. That is not to say that 
you should not correct mistakes and 
bad behavior on the part of the dog in 
the field. It just means that you should 
eliminate, as much as possible, oppor-
tunities for the dog to make mistakes 
and behave badly.

Goose hunting is 
always changing. 

The geese have gradually been getting 
smarter and in this regard, it is not 
just fifteen and twenty year old snow 
geese. White-fronts or specklebellies, 
which are what we hunt and which 30 
years ago were considered to be the 
simpletons of goosedom, are getting 
much more difficult to fool.

When I first started hunting at the 
north end of the flyway in Saskatch-
ewan 35 years ago, a few silhouettes, 
and not very good silhouettes at that, 
were sufficient to bring geese into 
range. A few years later, shell decoys 
became necessary but only two or 
three dozen were needed. I think we 
paid about $35 per dozen for that 
first group of shells. That eventually 
became six dozen and so on until we 
were putting out a spread of nearly 

Hunting should also be fun for the dogs. A 
very important part of the hunt should be 
watching the dog work, seeing him enjoy 

his work and seeing the pride in his bearing 
when he does his job well.


