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I’ve always been chary about tell 
ing other people how to hunt. It  
seems to me to require a certain 

conceit to be presumptuous enough 
to think you have the answers. But 
now that the dogs and I qualify as 
“grizzled old veterans,” who do their 
hunting from a haybale blind with a 
carpeted floor, it is probably okay to 
make an exception. So, here’s what 
I’ve learned in 35 years of hunting 
geese on the prairies of Saskatchewan 
with help from the dogs.

What should a goose 
dog be? 

They have to be big enough and 
strong enough and brave enough 
to tackle a wounded goose that 
may well be attacking them. They 
also need the ability to carry geese 
which may weigh anywhere from 
a couple of pounds for a Ross to 20 
pounds or more for a giant Canada. 
Note that no mention is made of 
any specific breed although I have 
always hunted geese with Chesa-
peakes and if I was hunting geese 
over water, would accept nothing 
except a Ches as my goose dog. 
But for hunting on stubble fields, 
pretty much any sporting breed 
will do provided it likes to retrieve 
and that is including Poodles and 
Airedales in the category of “sport-
ing breeds.” Some of the pointing 
breeds that tend to view retriev-
ing as being beneath them would 
not be the best choice for a goose 
dog. But there are individuals in 
those breeds who think fetching 
is the most fun game ever devised 
and these retrieve-crazy pointers 

probably would make decent goose 
dogs.

There are dogs 
that simply are not 
suitable as goose 

dogs. 
This rather sweeping statement in-
cludes a significant percentage of 
retrievers from field trial breeding 
because if there’s one thing a goose dog 
needs to be, it is patient. Way too many 

field-trial bred dogs are temperamen-
tally unsuited to be patient. They are 
just too “hot-wired” to be content with 
the stop and start hunting action that 
marks most goose hunts.

One of my Chesapeakes qualifies as 
a non-goose hunter. You can’t stand 
to have him in the goose blind or pit 
because he needs action all the time. 
Unless there are birds falling continu-
ously, which never happens, he gets 
bored and when he gets bored, he 
begins to invent ways to entertain 
himself. Unfortunately, none of the 
entertainment he devises has a positive 
effect on the goose hunt. He is fine as 
an upland dog because he gets to move 
all the time. He is a disaster as a goose 
dog where he has to sit and wait. Every 
training method in the books and a few 
that aren’t have been tried to get him 
to settle down enough to be a good 
goose dog. None have succeeded so 
rather than torture the dog and the 
people who have to hunt with him, he 
has received a permanent assignment 
to upland bird hunting.

The farther 
north in 

the flyway 
that you 

hunt the fall 
migration, 

the less 
concealment 
you need for 

the dog. 
While cover means ev-
erything to the suc-
cess of the hunters, the 
geese are not bothered 
by the presence of a 
dog. I will concede that 
things might be differ-
ent when the birds get 
to Arkansas or Louisi-
ana but innumerable 
times in Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and Manitoba, 
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Bob watches for geese out the end 
flap of the blind. This does not seem 

to bother the incoming geese.


